
CHARTER OF THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO 
 

Section 10 
 
1.  Original Charter section approved by voters April 7, 1931 
 

Section 10.  ELECTIONS.  The regular municipal primary election shall be held 
on the fourth Tuesday in March in each odd numbered year and the regular municipal 
election shall be held on the fourth Tuesday in April of the same year, or, if either of 
these days fall on a legal holiday, then the election shall be held on the succeeding day. 
All other municipal elections which may be held under this Charter shall be known as 
special municipal elections. 
 

The ballots for all municipal elections including the primary election, shall 
conform to the requirements of the general law of the State in all respects. All ballots 
shall contain the names of all candidates arranged in alphabetical order. The names of 
the candidates for the Council shall also be arranged by the number of the district from 
which they have been petitioned, under the title of the office which they seek. At the 
right of each name shall appear a square, in which a cross (x) must be stamped 
designating the choice of that candidate. All elections including the primary, shall be 
held at the voting places designated by the Council and under such rules and 
regulations, not inconsistent with the election laws of the State, as the Council may 
determine by ordinance, except that the Council may consolidate the voting precincts 
provided for in general State elections in the City and give notice of such consolidation 
in the ordinance calling the election. 
 

At the regular municipal primary election there shall be chosen by the electors of 
each Council District two (2) candidates for the office of any Councilman from a district 
whose term expires the succeeding May, and there shall be chosen by all the electors 
of the City not more than twice the number of candidates necessary to fill any office of 
any other officer whose term expires the succeeding May. 
 

At the regular municipal election which shall be held on the fourth Tuesday in 
April in the odd numbered years, the electors of the whole City shall select from among 
the candidates chosen at the primary election in each district one candidate for the 
office of the Councilman whose term expires the succeeding May, and there shall be 
chosen by all the electors of the whole City from among the candidates chosen at the 
primary election one candidate to succeed any other elective officer whose term expires 
in May succeeding the election. The candidate receiving the highest number of votes for 
the office for which he was nominated at the primary election shall be declared elected. 
 

The election returns, including primary election returns, for each municipal 
election precinct shall be filed immediately after counting with the City Clerk who shall 
place them in safe custody until the canvass by the Council. The Council shall meet on 
the second day next succeeding the date of each and every municipal election, 



including the primary election, and canvass the returns.  The results of the canvass 
shall be immediately made public. 
 

After the result of an election for any office is declared, or when an appointment 
is made, the City Clerk, under his hand and official seal shall issue a certificate therefor 
and shall deliver the same immediately to the person elected or appointed, and such 
person must within ten days after receiving such certificate, file his official bond, if one 
be required for his office, and take and subscribe to the oath of office required of him by 
this Charter, which oath must be filed with the City Clerk. 
 

The Council in office at the time this Charter is approved by the legislature, shall 
provide for holding the first election of officers under this charter, shall canvass the 
votes, declare the results, and approve the bonds of all officers elected at such election. 
 
2.  Amendment voted 04-22-1941; effective 05-08-1941   
 

Section 10.  ELECTIONS.  The regular municipal primary election shall be held 
on the second Tuesday in March in each odd-numbered year, and the general 
municipal election shall be held on the third Tuesday in April of the same year, or, if 
either of these days fall on a legal holiday, then the election shall be held on the next 
succeeding day which is not a legal holiday. All other municipal elections which may be 
held under this charter shall be known as special municipal elections. 

At the municipal primary election there shall be chosen by the electors of each 
Council District two candidates for the office of any councilman from a district whose 
term expires the succeeding May. 

There shall be chosen by all of the electors of the City not more than twice the 
number of candidates necessary to fill any office of any other officer whose term expires 
the succeeding May. 

In the event that any candidate, other than council candidates, for nomination to 
any office for which only one person is to be elected, shall receive a majority of the 
votes cast for all the candidates for nomination to such office at such primary election, 
the candidate so receiving such majority of votes shall be deemed to be, and declared 
by the Council to be, elected to such office; provided, that in the case of candidates for 
the office of Member of the Board of Education elected at large, the candidates therefor 
equal to or less than the number of such offices, for which nominations are made, who 
receive the votes of more than one-half of the qualified electors voting at such election, 
shall be deemed to be, and declared by the Council to be, elected to such office. 

At the general municipal election the electors of the whole City shall select from 
among the candidates chosen at the primary election in each district one candidate for 
the office of the Councilman whose term expires the succeeding May, and there shall 
be chosen by all of the electors of the whole City from among the candidates chosen at 
the primary one candidate to succeed any other elective officer whose term expires in 
May succeeding the election. 

The Council shall meet at its usual place of meeting at an hour previously 
determined, upon the second day next succeeding the date of each and every municipal 
election.  The Council shall then and there by resolution duly adopted and entered on its 
minutes order the canvass made immediately by the City Clerk.  The Council need not 
be in session during the time the canvass is being made by the City Clerk.  The Council 



may appoint several sets of clerks to perform the clerical work of the canvass and to 
assist the City Clerk in canvassing the returns.  The several sets of clerks so appointed 
may, under the order and direction of the City Clerk, perform their duties in the 
canvassing of the returns simultaneously.  The canvass shall be made public, and by 
opening the returns and determining the vote of the City for each person voted for and 
for and against each measure voted upon at the election, and declaring the results 
thereof.  The canvass shall be continued daily, Sundays and holidays excepted, for not 
less than six hours each and every day until completed. 

The City Clerk shall certify the results of the canvass to the Council, and the 
Council shall cause to be entered on its record a statement showing: 

(a)  The whole number of votes cast in the City; 
(b)  The names of the persons voted for; 
(c)  The measures voted upon; 
(d)  What office each person was voted for; 
(e)  The number of votes given in the City to each person and for and against 

each measure; 
(f)  A statement that the number of votes given in each precinct to each person, 

and for and against each measure, are recorded in the election returns book, which 
book is hereby authorized and shall be considered as a part of the record of the 
Council. 

The results of the canvass shall be immediately made public. 
After the result of an election for any office is declared, or when an appointment 

is made, the City Clerk, under his hand and official seal, shall issue a certificate 
therefor, and shall deliver the same immediately to the person elected or appointed, and 
such person must within ten days after receiving such certificate file his official bond, if 
one be required for his office, and take and subscribe to the oath of office required of 
him by this Charter, which oath must be filed with the City Clerk.   
 
3.  Amendment voted 06-05-1956; effective 01-10-1957   
 

Section 10.  ELECTIONS.   The regular municipal primary election shall be held 
on the second Tuesday in March in each odd-numbered year, and the general 
municipal election shall be held on the third Tuesday in April of the same year, or, if 
either of these days falls on a legal holiday, then the election shall be held on the next 
succeeding day which is not a legal holiday.  All other municipal elections which may be 
held under this charter shall be known as special municipal elections. 

 
 At the municipal primary election there shall be chosen by the electors of each 
Council District two candidates for the office of any councilman from a district whose 
term expires the succeeding May. 
  

There shall be chosen by all of the electors of the City not more than twice the 
number of candidates necessary to fill any office of any other officer whose term expires 
the succeeding May. 

 
 In the event that any candidate, other than council candidates, for nomination to 
any office for which only one person is to be elected, shall receive a majority of the 
votes cast for all the candidates for nomination to such office at such primary election, 



the candidate so receiving such majority of all votes shall be deemed to be, and 
declared by the Council to be, elected to such office.  Any candidate for the office of 
Member of the Board of Education elected at large who shall receive votes on a majority 
of all the ballots cast for candidates therefor at such primary election, shall be deemed 
to be, and declared by the Council to be, elected to such office; and where two or more 
candidates are to be elected to such office and a greater number of candidates receive 
a majority than the number to be elected, those candidates who secure the highest 
votes of those receiving such majority, and equal in number to the number to be 
elected, shall be deemed to be, and declared by the Council to be, elected to such 
office. 
 
 At the general municipal election the electors of the whole City shall select from 
among the candidates chosen at the primary election in each district one candidate for 
the office of the Councilman whose term expires the succeeding May, and there shall 
be chosen by all of the electors of the whole City from among the candidates chosen at 
the primary one candidate to succeed any other elective officer whose term expires in 
May succeeding the election. 
  

After the result of an election for any office is declared, or when an appointment 
is made, the City Clerk, under his hand and official seal, shall issue a certificate 
therefor, and shall deliver the same immediately to the person elected or appointed, and 
such person must within ten days after receiving such certificate file his official bond, if 
one be required for his office, and take and subscribe to the oath of office required of 
him by this Charter, which oath must be filed with the City Clerk. 
 
4.  Amendment voted 11-06-1962; effective 01-21-1963 
 
Section 10.  ELECTIONS. 

 
The regular municipal primary election shall be held on the third Tuesday in 

September in each odd-numbered year, and the general municipal election shall be 
held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of the same year, or, if 
either of these days falls on a legal holiday, then the election shall be held on the 
succeeding day which is not a legal holiday. All other municipal elections which may be 
held under this charter shall be known as special municipal elections. 
 

At the municipal primary election there shall be chosen by the electors of each 
Council District two candidates for the office of any councilman from a district whose 
term expires the succeeding December. 
 

There shall be chosen by all of the electors of the City not more than twice the 
number of candidates necessary to fill any office of any other officer whose term expires 
the succeeding December. 
 

In the event that any candidate, other than council candidates, for nomination to 
any office for which only one person is to be elected, shall receive a majority of the 
votes cast for all the candidates for nomination to such office at such primary election, 
the candidate so receiving such majority of all votes shall be deemed to be, and 



declared by the Council to be, elected to such office.  Any candidate for the office of 
member of the Board of Education elected at large who shall receive votes on a majority 
of all the ballots cast for candidates therefor at such primary election, shall be deemed 
to be, and declared by the Council to be, elected to such office; and where two or more 
candidates are to be elected to such office and a greater number of candidates receive 
a majority than the number to be elected, those candidates who secure the highest 
votes of those receiving such majority, and equal in number to the number to be 
elected, shall be deemed to be, and declared by the Council to be, elected to such 
office. 

 
At the general municipal election the electors of the whole City shall select from 

among the candidates chosen at the primary election in each district one candidate for 
the office of the Councilman whose term expires the succeeding December, and there 
shall be chosen by all of the electors of the whole City from among the candidates 
chosen at the primary one candidate to succeed any other elective officer whose term 
expires in December succeeding the election. 
 

After the result of an election for any office is declared, or when an appointment 
is made, the City Clerk, under his hand and official seal, shall issue a certificate 
therefor, and shall deliver the same immediately to the person elected or appointed, and 
such person must within ten days after receiving such certificate file his official bond, if 
one be required for his office, and take and subscribe to the oath of office required of 
him by this Charter, which oath must be filed with the City Clerk. 
 
5.  Amendment voted 11-04-1975; effective 12-01-1975 
 
SECTION 10.  ELECTIONS. 
 

The regular municipal primary election shall be held on the third Tuesday in 
September in each odd-numbered year, and the general municipal election shall be 
held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of the same year, or, if 
either of these days falls on a legal holiday, then the election shall be held on the next  
succeeding day which is not a legal holiday; provided, however, that commencing with 
the year 1984 the elections to the offices of Mayor and City Attorney shall be held every 
four (4) years.  The municipal primary election for these offices shall be held on the 
same date in each election year as the California State primary election, and the 
general municipal election for these offices shall be held on the same day as the 
California State general election for that year.. All other municipal elections which may 
be held under this charter shall be known as special municipal elections. 
 

At the municipal primary election there shall be chosen by the electors of each 
Council district two candidates for the office of any councilman from a district whose 
term expires the succeeding December. 
 

There shall be chosen by all of the electors of the City not more than twice the 
number of candidates necessary to fill any office of any other officer whose term expires 
the succeeding December. 
 



In the event that any candidate, other than council candidates, for nomination to 
any office for which only one person is to be elected, shall receive a majority of the 
votes cast for all the candidates for nomination to such office at such primary election, 
the candidate so receiving such majority of all votes shall be deemed to be, and 
declared by the Council to be, elected to such office.     
 

At the general municipal election the electors of the whole City shall select from 
among the candidates chosen at the primary election in each district one candidate for 
the office of the Councilman whose term expires the succeeding December, and there 
shall be chosen by all of the electors of the whole City from among the candidates 
chosen at the primary one candidate to succeed any other elective officer whose term 
expires in December succeeding the election. 
 

After the result of an election for any office is declared, or when an appointment 
is made, the City Clerk, under his hand and official seal, shall issue a certificate 
therefor, and shall deliver the same immediately to the person elected or appointed, and 
such person must within ten days after receiving such certificate file his official bond, if 
one be required for his office, and take and subscribe to the oath of office required of 
him by this Charter, which oath must be filed with the City Clerk. 
 
6.  Amendment voted 11-08-1988; effective 04-03-1989 
 
Section 10.  ELECTIONS 
 

Elective officers of the City shall be nominated and elected by all of the electors 
of the City except that City Council members other than the Mayor shall be nominated 
and elected by the electors of the district for which elective office they are a candidate. 

The regular municipal primary election shall be held on the third Tuesday in 
September in each odd-numbered year, and the general municipal election shall be 
held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of the same year, or, if 
either of these days falls on a legal holiday, then the election shall be held on the next  
succeeding day which is not a legal holiday; provided, however, that commencing with 
the year 1984 the elections to the offices of Mayor and City Attorney shall be held every 
four (4) years.  The municipal primary election for these offices shall be held on the 
same date in each election year as the California State primary election, and the 
general municipal election for these offices shall be held on the same day as the 
California State general election for that year.. All other municipal elections which may 
be held under this charter shall be known as special municipal elections. 

All elective officers of the City shall be nominated at the municipal primary 
election.  In the event one candidate receives the majority of votes cast for all 
candidates for nomination to a particular elective office, the candidate so receiving such 
majority of votes shall be deemed to be and declared by the Council to be elected to 
such office.  In the event no candidate receives a majority of votes cast as aforesaid, 
the two candidates receiving the highest number of votes for a particular elective office 
at said primary shall be the candidates, and only candidates, for such office and the 
names of only those two candidates shall be printed upon the ballots to be used at the 
general municipal election. 



At the general municipal election held for the purpose of electing Council 
members other than the Mayor the electors of each Council district shall select from 
among the candidates chosen at the primary election in that district one candidate for 
the office of the Council member whose term expires the succeeding December.  At the 
general municipal election held for the purpose of electing any other elective officer  
there shall be chosen by all of the electors of the whole City from among the candidates 
chosen at the primary one candidate to succeed any other elective officer whose term 
expires in December succeeding the election. 

After the result of an election for any office is declared, or when an appointment 
is made, the City Clerk, under his hand and official seal, shall issue a certificate 
therefor, and shall deliver the same immediately to the person elected or appointed, and 
such person must within ten days after receiving such certificate file his official bond, if 
one be required for his office, and take and subscribe to the oath of office required of 
him by this Charter, which oath must be filed with the City Clerk. 
 
7.  Amendment voted 11-03-1992; effective 12-18-1992 
 
SECTION 10.  ELECTIONS. 

Elective officers of the City shall be nominated and elected by all of the electors 
of the City except that City Council members other than the Mayor shall be nominated 
and elected by the electors of the district for which elective office they are a candidate. 

 
Commencing with the year 1996, the municipal primary elections to the office of 

Council member for Districts 1, 3, 5, and 7 shall be held on same date in each election 
year as the California State primary election, and the general municipal election for 
these offices shall be held on the same date as the California State general election for 
that year.  Commencing with the year 1998, the municipal primary elections to the 
offices of Council member for Districts 2, 4, 6, and 8 shall be held on same date in each 
election year as the California State primary election, and the general municipal election 
for these offices shall be held on the same date as the California State general election 
for that year. 

 
Commencing with the year 1984 the elections to the offices of Mayor and City 

Attorney shall be held every four (4) years. The municipal primary election for the offices 
of Mayor and City Attorney shall be held on the same date in each election year as the 
California State primary election, and the general municipal election for these offices 
shall be held on the same day as the California State general election for that year. All 
other municipal elections which may be held under this charter shall be known as 
special municipal elections. 
 

All elective officers of the City shall be nominated at the municipal primary 
election. In the event one candidate receives the majority of votes cast for all candidates 
for nomination to a particular elective office, the candidate so receiving such majority of 
votes shall be deemed to be and declared by the Council to be elected to such office. In 
the event no candidate receives a majority of votes cast as aforesaid, the two 
candidates receiving the highest number of votes for a particular elective office at said 
primary shall be the candidates, and only candidates, for such office and the names of 



only those two candidates shall be printed upon the ballots to be used at the general 
municipal election. 
 

At the general municipal election held for the purpose of electing Council 
members other than the Mayor the electors of each Council district shall select from 
among the candidates chosen at the primary election in that district one candidate for 
the office of the Council member whose term expires the succeeding December. At the 
general municipal election held for the purpose of electing any other elective officer 
there shall be chosen by all of the electors of the whole City from among the candidates 
chosen at the primary one candidate to succeed any other elective officer whose term 
expires in December succeeding the election. 

 
After the result of an election for any office is declared, or when an appointment 

is made, the City Clerk, under his hand and official seal, shall issue a certificate 
therefor, and shall deliver the same immediately to the person elected or appointed, and 
such person must within ten days after receiving such certificate file his official bond, if 
one be required for his office, and take and subscribe to the oath of office required of 
him by this Charter, which oath must be filed with the City Clerk. 
 
8.  Amendment voted 06-08-2010; effective 07-30-2010 
 
Section 10: Elections  
 
Elective officers of the City shall be nominated and elected by all of the electors of the  
City except that City Council members shall be nominated and elected by the electors of 
the district for which elective office they are a candidate.  
 
Commencing with the year 1996, the municipal primary elections to the office of Council  
member for Districts 1, 3, 5, and 7 shall be held on same date in each election year as 
the California State primary election, and the general municipal election for these offices  
shall be held on the same date as the California State general election for that year.  
 
Commencing with the year 1998, the municipal primary elections to the offices of  
Council member for Districts 2, 4, 6, and 8 shall be held on same date in each election 
year as the California State primary election, and the general municipal election for 
these offices shall be held on the same date as the California State general election for 
that year.  
 
Commencing with the next municipal primary and general elections following the 
redistricting occurring after the 2010 national decennial census, and every four years 
thereafter, the municipal primary and general elections to the office of Council District 9 
shall be held.  
 
Commencing with the year 1984 the elections to the offices of Mayor and City Attorney 
shall be held every four (4) years. The municipal primary election for the offices of  
Mayor and City Attorney shall be held on the same date in each election year as the 
California State primary election, and the general municipal election for these offices 
shall be held on the same date as the California State general election for that year. All 



other municipal elections which may be held under this Charter shall be known as 
special municipal elections.  
 
All elective officers of the City shall be nominated at the municipal primary election. In 
the event one candidate receives the majority of votes cast for all candidates for 
nomination to a particular elective office, the candidate so receiving such majority of 
votes shall be deemed to be and declared by the Council to be elected to such office. In 
the event no candidate receives a majority of votes cast as aforesaid, the two 
candidates receiving the highest number of votes for a particular elective office at said 
primary shall be the candidates, and only candidates, for such office and the names of 
only those two candidates shall be printed upon the ballots to be used at the general 
municipal election.  
 
At the general municipal election held for the purpose of electing Council members 
other than the Mayor the electors of each Council district shall select from among the 
candidates chosen at the primary election in that district one candidate for the office of 
the Council member whose term expires the succeeding December. At the general 
municipal election held for the purpose of electing any other elective officer there shall 
be chosen by all of the electors of the whole City from among the candidates chosen at 
the primary one candidate to succeed any other elective officer whose term expires in 
December succeeding the election.  
 
After the result of an election for any office is declared, or when an appointment is 
made, the City Clerk, under his hand and official seal, shall issue a certificate therefor, 
and shall deliver the same immediately to the person elected or appointed, and such 
person must within ten days after receiving such certificate file his official bond, if one 
be required for his office, and take and subscribe to the oath of office required of him by 
this Charter, which oath must be filed with the City Clerk.  
 
9.  Amendment voted 06-03-2014; effective 07-24-2014  
 
Section 10: Elections 
 
Elective officers of the City shall be nominated and elected by all of the electors of the 
City except that City Council members shall be nominated and elected by the electors of 
the district for which elective office they are a candidate. 
 
Commencing with the year 1996, the municipal primary elections to the office of Council 
member for Districts 1, 3, 5, and 7 shall be held on same date in each election year as 
the California State primary election, and the general municipal election for these offices 
shall be held on the same date as the California State general election for that year. 
Commencing with the year 2012, the election to the office of Council member for 
District 9 shall be held on the same date as the election to the office of Council member 
for Districts 1, 3, 5, and 7. 
 
Commencing with the year 1998, the municipal primary elections to the offices of 
Council member for Districts 2, 4, 6, and 8 shall be held on same date in each election 



year as the California State primary election, and the general municipal election for 
these offices shall be held on the same date as the California State general election for 
that year. 
 
Commencing with the next municipal primary and general elections following the 
redistricting occurring after the 2010 national decennial census, and every four years 
thereafter, the municipal primary and general elections to the office of Council District 9 
shall be held. 
 
Commencing with the year 1984 the elections to the offices of Mayor and City Attorney 
shall be held every four (4) years. The municipal primary election for the offices of 
Mayor and City Attorney shall be held on the same date in each election year as the 
California State primary election, and the general municipal election for these offices 
shall be held on the same date as the California State general election for that year. All 
other municipal elections which may be held under this Charter shall be known as 
special municipal elections. 
 
All elective officers of the City shall be nominated at the municipal primary election. In 
the event one candidate receives the majority of votes cast for all candidates for 
nomination to a particular elective office, the candidate so receiving such majority of 
votes shall be deemed to be and declared by the Council to be elected to such office. In 
the event no candidate receives a majority of votes cast as aforesaid, the two 
candidates receiving the highest number of votes for a particular elective office at said 
primary shall be the candidates, and only candidates, for such office and the names of 
only those two candidates shall be printed upon the ballots to be used at the general 
municipal election. 
 
At the general municipal election held for the purpose of electing Council members 
other than the Mayor the electors of each Council district shall select from among the 
candidates chosen at the primary election in that district one candidate for the office of 
the Council member whose term expires the succeeding December. At the general 
municipal election held for the purpose of electing any other elective officer there shall 
be chosen by all of the electors of the whole City from among the candidates chosen at 
the primary one candidate to succeed any other elective officer whose term expires in 
December succeeding the election. 
 
After the result of an election for any office is declared, or when an appointment is 
made, the City Clerk, under his or her hand and official seal, shall issue a certificate 
therefor, and shall deliver the same immediately to the person elected or appointed, and 
such person must within ten days after receiving such certificate file his official bond, if 
one be required for his office, and take and subscribe to the oath of office required of 
him by this Charter, which oath must be filed with the City Clerk. 
 
10.  Amendment voted 11-08-2016; effective 12-19-2016 
 
See current Charter. 
 


	04-07-1931
	04-22-1941
	06-05-1956
	11-06-1962
	11-04-1975
	11-08-1988
	11-03-1992
	06-08-2010
	06-03-2014
	11-08-2016

