
CHARTER OF THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO 
 

Section 104 
 

1.  Original Charter section approved by voters April 7, 1931 

 

Section 104. TERM AND PLAN OF PURCHASE. Within six months after this 

Charter takes effect, copies of all franchises existing at the time shall be deposited with 

the Manager.  The Council shall certify to the existence of such franchises and shall 

recognize them for periods not longer than the date of expiration on each. The Manager 

shall keep a public record of all franchises, leases or permits granted for the use of the 

public property of the City.  The terms of all new franchises shall not extend beyond a 

period of fifty years, provided that any franchise may be terminated by ordinance at 

specified intervals of not more than ten years after the beginning of operation, whenever 

the City shall determine to acquire by condemnation or otherwise the property of any 

utility necessary for the welfare of the City, such termination to be effective upon and 

not before payment of the purchase price for the property to be acquired.  The method 

of determining the price to be paid for the property so acquired shall be that provided by 

law affecting the purchase of public utility properties in effect at the time of the purchase 

or condemnation of such public utility property. 

 

2.  Amendment voted 04-22-1941; effective 05-08-1941 

  

Section 104. TERM AND PLAN OF PURCHASE. Within six months after this 

Charter takes effect, copies of all franchises existing at the time shall be deposited with 

the Manager. The Council shall certify to the existence of such franchises and shall 

recognize them for periods not longer than the date of expiration on each. The Manager 

shall keep a public record of all franchises, leases or permits granted for the use of the 

public property of the City. The terms of all new franchises shall not extend beyond a 

period of fifty years, provided that any franchise may be terminated by ordinance 

whenever the City shall determine to acquire by condemnation or otherwise the property 

of any utility necessary for the welfare of the City, such termination to be effective upon 

and not before payment of the purchase price for the property to be acquired. The 

method of determining the price to be paid for the property so acquired shall be that 

provided by law affecting the purchase of public utility properties in effect at the time of 

the purchase or condemnation of such public utility property. 

 

3.  Amendment voted 09-17-1963; effective 02-11-1964 

 

See current Charter. 
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