CHARTER OF THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO

Section 120

1. Original Charter section approved by voters April 7, 1931

Section 120. CIVIL SERVICE TESTS. Tests required by the Civil Service
Commission shall be practical, shall relate to matters which fairly measure the relative
fitness of applicants to discharge the duties of the position which they seek, and shall
take account of character, training, experience, and physical and mental fitness. No
guestion in any test shall relate to race, or to political or religious opinions, affiliations or
service, and no appointment, transfer, lay-off, promotion, reduction, suspension or
removal shall be affected or influenced by race or such opinions, affiliations or service.
Notice of the time, place and scope of each test shall be given by publication and
posting, and by mail, at least twenty days in advance, to each applicant upon the
appropriate lists of the application register. In all original examinations the Civil Service
Commission shall in addition to all other credits, give a credit of five per cent of the total
credits specified for such examination to all those who have served in the United States
Army, Navy, Marine Corps, or any division thereof in time of war, insurrection or
rebellion, and who have been honorably discharged, or retired from active service; and
also to the wife of such of those as were, while in such service, wounded, crippled, or
otherwise physically or mentally incapacitated to an extent preventing them from
engaging in any remunerative occupation, and also to the window of any such person,
and also the widow of any soldier, sailor or marine killed or who died while in such
service, and a credit of ten per cent to disabled veterans of the United States Army,
Navy, Marine Corps or any division thereof who served this country in time of war,
insurrection or rebellion, and who have been honorably discharged or retired from active
service, and whose disability has been first determined and rated by the United States
Veterans’ Bureau, provided, however, that such applicants must first pass the tests and
attain the certified list before such credit is given.

2. Amendment voted 11-08-1949: effective 12-20-1949

Section 120. LIMITATIONS AND CREDITS. No question in any test shall relate
to race, or to political or religious opinions, affiliations or service, and no appointment,
transfer, lay-off, promotion, reduction, suspension or removal shall be affected or
influenced by race or such opinions, affiliations or service. In all original examinations
the Civil Service Commission shall in addition to all other credits, give a credit of five per
cent of the total credits specified for such examinations to all those who have served in



the United States Army, Navy, Marine Corps, or any division thereof in time of war,
insurrection or rebellion, and who have been honorably discharged, or retired from
active service; and also to the wife of such of those as were, while in such service,
wounded, crippled, or otherwise physically or mentally incapacitated to an extent
preventing them from engaging in any remunerative occupation, and also to the widow
of any such person, and also to the widow of any soldier, sailor or marine killed or who
died while in such service, and a credit of ten per cent to disabled veterans of the United
States Army, Navy, Marine Corps or any division thereof who served this country in time
of war, insurrection or rebellion, and who have been honorably discharged or retired
from active service and whose disability has been first determined and rated by the
United States Veterans’ Bureau, or any similar official Federal agency determining and
rating disability for Veterans of the United States Army, Navy, Marine Corps or any
division thereof or successor thereto.

3. Amendment voted 09-20-1977; effective 11-18-1977

Section 120. LIMITATIONS AND CREDITS.

No question in any test shall relate to race, or to political or religious opinions,
affiliations or service, and no appointment, transfer, layoff, promotion, reduction,
suspension or removal shall be affected or influenced by race or such opinions,
affiliations or service. In all original examinations the Civil Service Commission shall in
addition to all other credits, give a credit of five per cent of the total credits specified for
such examinations to all those who have served in the United States Armed Forces
during any period of time in which a Federal act of conscription was in effect and who
have been honorably discharged, from active service, provided that this credit is granted
to each applicant only upon the first employment after discharge from service, and is not
granted to applicants retired from the service on full pensions. The wife spouse of any
veteran who, while in such service, was physically or mentally incapacitated so as to
prevent employment in any remunerative occupation, and also the surviving spouse of
any veteran killed or who died while in such service, shall receive a credit of five per
cent upon the first employment after such veteran’s discharge or death.

4. Amendment voted 06-08-2010; effective 07-30-2010

See current Charter.
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