
CHARTER OF THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO 
 

Section 280 
 

1.  Addition voted 11-02-2004; effective 01-01-2006.   

 

Section 280: Approval or Veto of Council Actions by Mayor 
(a)  The Mayor shall have veto power over all resolutions and 

ordinances passed by Council with the following exceptions: 
(1)  The Mayor’s veto power shall not extend to matters that are 

exclusively within the purview of Council, such as selection 
of the Independent Budget Analyst, the selection of a 
presiding officer, or the establishment of other rules or 
policies of governance exclusive to the Council and not 
affecting the administrative service of the City under the 
control of the Mayor. 

(2)  The Mayor’s veto power shall not extend to those matters 
where the Council has acted as a quasi-judicial body and 
where a public hearing was required by law implicating due 
process rights of individuals affected by the decision and 
where the Council was required by law to consider evidence 
at the hearing and to make legal findings based on the 
evidence presented. 

(3)  Emergency Ordinances. 
(4)  The Annual Appropriation Ordinance. 
(5)  The Salary Ordinance, which instead shall be subject to veto 

in accordance with the process described in section 290. 
(b)  Matters that are not subject to the Mayor’s veto power shall be 

clearly indicated as such on the Council’s agenda and within the 
body of the resolution or ordinance, which, pursuant to section 40, 
shall be signed as to form and legality by the City Attorney. 

(c)  The following shall apply to each resolution and ordinance that has 
been passed by the Council and is subject to the Mayor’s veto: 
(1)  Each such resolution or ordinance shall, within forty-eight 

hours of passage, be transmitted to the Mayor by the City 
Clerk with appropriate notations of the action taken by the 
Council. 

(2)  The Mayor shall act upon each resolution or ordinance within 
ten business days of receiving the City Clerk’s transmittal. 

(3)  The Mayor shall either approve the resolution or ordinance 
by signing and returning it to the City Clerk within the 
specified time limit, or shall veto any resolution or ordinance 
and return it to the City Clerk with his or her written 
objections within the specified time limit. 



(4)  Failure to return the resolution or ordinance within the 
specified time limit shall constitute approval and such 
resolution or ordinance shall take effect without the Mayor’s 
signed approval. The City Clerk shall note this fact on the 
official copy of such resolution or ordinance. 

 

2.  Amendment voted 06-03-2008; effective 07-08-2008 
 
See current Charter. 
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