ORDINANCE NO. 10530  MAR 23 1971

(New Series)
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER V, ARTICLE 5
OF THE SAN DIEGO MUNICIPAL CODE BY ADDING
SECTION 55.13.29 RELATING TO FIRE PROTECTION
INVOLVING STAIRWAYS, SHAFTS, FIRE ESCAPES
AND FIRE ESCAPE SIGNS.
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of The City of
San Diego as follows:
Section 1. That Chapter V, Article 5 of the
San Diego Municipal Code be amended by adding

Section 55.13.29 to read as follows:

SEC. 55.13.29 Section 13.29 of the Unlform Fire
Code Added.

a. Stairways and Shafts.

l. The stairways above the first floor
and all shafts, elevator shafts, basement
stairways and other ducts and openings within
buildings or structures in existence at the
time of the adoption of this section and in
all buildings or structures repaired subsequent
to the adoption of this section exceeding two
stories in height, other than dwellings, office
building stairways and theatre auditoriums
shall be enclosed and so protected as to p;event
fire and smoke in any one stofy from communicating
to any other story, attic, basement or similar
area. Except as otherwise provided in this Code

or the San Diego Uniform Building Code all such
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protective enclosures mentioned in this

Section shall be of not less than one~hour
fire-resistive construction and when any
building exceeds four stories in height, all
such protective enclosures shall be of not

less than one-hour fire-resistive incombustible
construction.

2. The requirements of this section
shall not apply to the stairways of any
existing building whose owner or occupant shall
have filed with the Building Official plans
and specifications for an alternate method of
protecting such building and its occupants from
fire, and which plans and specifications shall
produce substantially equal protection from
fire as the methods required by this section.
Such owner or occupant in order to bring himself
within the provisions of this section shall
immediately thereafter proceed with and complete
the improvements provided for in said plans
and specifications.

3. All openings in the above-mentioned
enclosure walls shall be protected with self-
closing fire doors or self-closing fire windows,
and such doors and windows shall be kept

normally closed. All self-closing devices
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required by this Code shéll be of approved
type, substantial and suitable for the
purpose intended.

All shafts and similar enclosures when
provided with skylights at the top shall be
provided with an incombustible skylight
glazed with plain glass not exceeding one-
eighth inch (1/8") in thickness. The gross
area of the glass shall be equal to at least
60 percent of the shaft area below. Immediately
below such skylight there shall be a falling-
glass protective screen made from No. 12 gauge
wire, having a mesh not less than five-eighths
inch (5/8") nor more than one and one-eighth
inch (1-1/8")

4. 1In existing buildings the requirements
prescribed for shafts above need not apply
provided all shafts, halls, corridors, stairways,
passageways, exitways and lobbies are protected
with an approved automatic sprinkler system.

b. Fire Escapes on Existing Buildings.

1. All buildings in existence at the time
of the adoption of this section, except private
dwellings when more than two stories in height,

shall be provided with at least two means of
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egress. One may be an incombustible fire
escaée, but all others must conform to the .
provisions of the San Diego Uniform Building
Code.

2. Every fire escape shall be located
on the building in a manner which will furnish
the best means of escape for the occupants
and shall be located a consistent and safe
escape distance from all interior stairways
and landings. Access to fire escapes must be
had by means of clear and unobstructed fire-
resisting passageways or hallways.

3. All openings adjacent to and facing
or opening toward any fire escape shall be
protected with one-hour fire-resisting self-
closing doors or fire windows. When a fire
escape is located within a recess or vestibule,
all enclosure walls adjacent to such fire escape
shall be protected with not less than one-hour
fire-resisting construction.

4. The level of the sill of a door or
window giving access to a fire escape balcony
shall be not more than twelve inches (12")
above the floor of the building or fire escape

balcony, and the minimum width of such door or
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window opening shall not be less than
thirty-three inches (33") in the clear nor
less than seventy-two inches (72") in height,
and no door or window shall be of a type that
will materially obstruct the fire escape. All
fastenings on any such door or window shall

be of a type which can readily be opened from
the interior of the building without the use
of a key or other tool.

5. Fire escape stairways shall be provided
with a top and intermediate handrail on each
side. The pitch of the stairway shall not
exceed 60 degrees; no tread shall be less than
six inches (6") and the rise between treads
shall not exceed ten inches (10"); and no such
stairway shall be less than twenty inches (20")
in width. No part of such stairway shall be
located within :wenty inches (20") of the wall
paralleling same.

6. Fire escape balconies shall not be less
than forty-four inches (44") in width measuring
at right angles to the building; and no floor
opening therein, except the stairway opening,
shall be greater than five-eighths inch (5/8")
in width. The stairway openings in such balcony

shall be not less than twenty-two by forty-four
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inches (22" x 44"). The balustrade of

each balcony shall be not less than thirty-
five inches (35") high, and there shall be
no more than eight inches (8") between the
balusters.

7. All fire escape stairways and balconies
shall safely support all dead loads and a live
load of 100 pounds per square foot. Fire
escape ladders shall be designed to withstand
a horizontal pressure of 100 pounds per lineal
foot; each tread shall safely support 500 pounds,
and all stair and balcony railings shall safely
support a horizontal pressure of 70 pounds
per lineal foot of railing.

8. No fire escape shall take the place of
the necessary stairways required by this Code
or by the Building Code under which the building
was constructed. \

9. Every‘fire escape shall at all times
be maintained in good order and repair, be
well painted, be kept clear and unobstructed,
and be readily accessible.

10. 2All existing fire escapes and the
arrangements and construction incident thereto
which substantially comp.y with the spirit and

intent of this Code need not be altered.
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11l. An approved gooseneck ladder shall
be provided between tbp landing and roof
where no stair access is provided to such
roof. Openings for same through cornices and
similar projections must be at least thirty
by thirty-three inches (30" x 33").

The lowest balcony of a fire escape
shall not be more than twenty-two feet (22')
from the ground, and all such balconies shall
be provided with a ladder to within seven feet
(7') of the ground, or shall be provided with
an approved hydraulic or equivalent drop ladder
which will extend to the ground on release.

All ladders and drop ladders described
in this section shall be at least fifteen
inches (15") wide, shall be located within
twelve inches (12") of the building, and shall
be placed flat wise relative to the face of
the building. ' The ladder rungs shall be
three-fourths inch (3/4") in diameter and
shall be located twelve inches (12") on center.

c. Exit and Fire Escape Signs in Existing
Buildings.

In all buildings in existence at the time of
the adoption of this section, all exit and fire
escape signs shall:

1. Except as otherwise specified herein,

said exits must be provided with EXIT signs
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conspicuously located above the exit
opening. All openings giving direct access<
to the fire escape shall be provided with
FIRE ESCAPE signs conspicuously located
above such opening.

2. No FIRE ESCAPE sign shall be
substituted for an EXIT sign which is to
designate the location of an exit, and no
EXIT sign shall be substituted for a FIRE
ESCAPE sign which is to designate the location
of a fire escape.

3. In hallways, exit ways, and other
locations where the EXIT and/or the FIRE
ESCAPE signs are not always visible or not
easily seen, electric illuminated directional
signs pointing and directing passage to the
EXITS and/or FIRE ESCAPES shall also be provided.

All directional signs shall be similar
with conspicuous green-illuminated lettering
therein at least three and one-half inches
(3-1/2") in height.

Section 2. This ordinance shall take effect and
be in force on the thirtieth day from and after its passage.

APPROVED: JOHN W. WITT, City Attorney

BYW_
Peter D. ens, Deputy
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Passed and adopted by the Council of The City of San Diego on
by the following vote: :

Councilmen Yeas Nays Excused Absen
&  Helen Cobb v.d O O (m
Q Li: Sam T. Loftin 0 O O m/
:c'f ':: Henry L. Landt Q’ D D D
o i-‘:-; Leon L. Williams m/ O O O
c': =< Floyd L. Morrow m/ O O O
% i Bob Martinet @/ D D D
7= &5 Allen Hitch @ O O 0
- Mike Schaefer [B/ O O O
O 3 O red

Mayor Frank Curran

. - , FRANK CURRAN
AUTHENTICATED BY: Nayor of The Cirk o Sy BleagyCaiifornia.

| e trmomrom———

City Clerk of The City of San Diego, California,

{Seal) 9,
By mJ / M , Deputy.
7

1 HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was not finally passed untiltwelve calendar days had

4

elapsed between the day of its introduction and the day of its final passage, to wit, on

LCMAR 99 MAR 23 1971
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I FURTHER CERTIFY that the reading of said ordinance in full was dispensed with by a vote of not
less than a majority of the members elected to the Council, and that there was available forthe consideration
of each member of the Council and the public prior to the day of its passage a written or printed copy of

said ordinance. EDVARD NIELSEN
oM 1

City Clerk of The City of Sanl)ie;x;; California,

(Seal)
, Deputy.

;) ——

Office of the City Clerk, San Diego, California

Ordinance 10 530 Adopeed MAR 23 1971
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City of San Diego
City Clerk's Office
Cornmunity Concourse
San Diego, California
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FIKE PROTECTION INVOLVING STAIRWAYS, SHAFIS,
FIRE EESCAPES Al'D ¥1KE ESCAPE SIGHS L

|, Patricia M. Applestill hereby certify
that The Daily Transcript is o daily newspaper of general

circulation within the provisions of the Government Code of
the State of California, printed ond published in the City of
San Diego, County of Son Diego, State of California; that
| om the principal clerkof said newspaper; that the

ORDINANCE NC. 10530
(NEW SERIES)

to atrue and correct copy of which this certificote is annexed
was published in said newspoper on

April 1, 1971

| certify under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is

© true and correct, at San Diego, California, on April 1, 1971

(Signeture )



ORDINANCE NO. 10530

(NEW SERIEH)

AN ORDINAXNCE AMENDING CHAP-
TER V, ARTICLE 5 OF THE SAN
DIEGO  MUNICIPAL,  CODE — BY
ADDING SECTION 55.1:4.20 RELAT-
ING TO FiRE PROTECTION 1N
VOLVING STAIRWAYS, SHAFTS,
FIRE ESCAPES AND FIRE ESCAPE

BIGNS

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council
of The City of San Diego as folluws:

Section 1. That Chapter V. Article
& of the San Diego Muniri)nal Code he

amended by adding sectivn 331320,

to read as follows:
SEC. 533.1229 Section 13.29 of the

Uniform Fire Code Added.

a. Mtairways and Shafts,

1. The stairways above the first
floor and all wvhalts, elevator shafts,
basement stalrwayvs and other ducts
and openings within bulldings or
structures in existence at the time
of the adoption of thix section and
in all bulldings or structures re-
pajred subsequent to the adoption

of this section exceeding two #torles’

in hejght, other than dwellings,
office bujlding stalrways and theatre
auditoriums shall be enclosed and

so protected as to prevent fire and.

smoke in any one story from com-
municating 1o any other story, attle,
basement or similar area. ExcePt as
otherwise provided {n this Corde or
the San lego Uniform Building
Code all surh protective enclosures
mentioned In this Sectlon shall be of
not less then one-hour fire-resisyve
construction and when any buildin,

exceeds four stories in helght, a

such protective enclosures shall he
of not less than orehour fire.
resistive incombustible construction.

2. The requirements of this sec-
tion shall not apply to the stairways
af any existing huilding whose own-
er or occupant shall have flled with
the Bundln? Offfclal plans and spe-
cifications for an alternate method
of protecting such bullding and &
occupants from fire, and which plans
and specifications shall produce sub-
stantlally equal protection from fire
as the methods required by this
section. Such owner or occupant
in order to bring himself within the
provision: of this seciion shall Im-
mediately thereafter proceed with
and complete the {mprovements pro-
vided for in sald plans and apeci-
fications.

3. All openings In the above
mentioned enclosure walls shall be
protected with self<closing fire doors
or self<closing fire windows, and
such doors and windows shall he
kept normally closed All self-c!oslnﬂ
devices required by this Code sha

of approved type, substantial and
suitable {or the purpose intended.

All shafts and similar enclosures
when provided with skylights at
the top shall be rrovlded with an
Incombustible skylight glazed with

1ain wlass not excealing one-eighth
nch (4°) {n thickness. The gross
area of the glass shall be equal to
at Jeast 60 percent of the shaft area
below. Immediately below such
akylight there shail be a falling-ginsa
proteciive screen made from No. 12
gauge wire, having a mesh not less
than five-efghths fnch (5%”) nor
t(:;o‘x;ql)lhan one and one-eighth inch

4. In existing buildings the re-
quirements prescribed for shafts
above need not apply provided all
shafts, halls, corridors, n:’uu'w:in.
passageways, exitways & :
are protected - with  an approved
automatic sorinkler system. .

b, Fire Kscapes on Existing

Buildings.

1. All hujldings In existence at the
time of the adoption of this section,
except private dwellings when more
than two stories in height, shall be
provided with at least two means nf
cgress, One may be an Incombustitile
{ire .escape, but all others must
conform to the provisions of the
San Diego Uniform Building Code. -

. Every flre escape shall be lo-
cated on the bullding In a manner
which will furnish the best means
of escape for the occupants and
shall he locatedd a consistent and
safe escape distance from all in-
terior stairways and landings. Access
to flre escapes must be had by
means of clear and unobstructed
fire-resisting passageways or hall.
ways

. All openings adjacent to and
facing or opening toward any fire
escape shall be protected with one-
hour fire-resisting self«losing doors
or fire windows. When a fire escape
{5 located within a recess or vest}
bule, all enclosure walls adjacent
to such fire escape shall be pro-
tected with not less than one-hour
fire-resisting construction,

4. The level of the sill of a door
or window glving access to a fire
escape balcony shall be not more
than twelve inches (12”) above the
floor of the building or fire escape
balcony. and the minimum width of
such door or window opening shall
not be less than thirty-three inches
(33) in the clear nor less than
seventy-two inches (72) In height
and no door or window shall be o
a type that will materially obstruct
the fire excape. All fastenings on
any such door or window shall he
of a type which can readily be
opened from the Interfor of the
bullding without the use of a key
or other tool.

3. Fire escape stafrways shall be
provided with a top and intermedi.:
ate handrall on each side. The pitch
of the stairway shall not exceed 60
degrees: no tread shall be less than
six inches (8”) and the rise between
treads shall not exceed ten {nches
(10”); and no such stalrwag shall
be less than twenty inches (20”) in
width, No part of such stairway
shall be located within twenty inches
(20") of the wall paralleling same.

8. Fire escape balconles shall not
be less than forty.four inches (44”)
In width measuring at right angles
o the bullding: and no floor open.
ing therein. except the stairway
opening, shall be greater than five.
elghths Inch (%') in width. The
stafrway openings in such balcony
shall be not less than twenty-two
by forty-four inches (22 x 34''). The
balustrade of each balcony shall be
not less than thirtyfive inches (33")
high, and there shall be no more
than eight inches (S”) bLetween the
B i

. re escape stairways and
balconies &shall safely support all
dead loads and a live load of 100

unds per square fouot. Fire escape
Adders shall be designed to with.
stand a horlzontal pressure of 100
pounds per linea) foot; each tread
shall safely support 500 pounds, and
all stair and balcony rallings shall
safely support a horizontal pressure
ggmnno pounds per Ilineal foot of
8. g‘o flre escape shall take the
place of the necessary stalrways re-
quired by this Code or by the Build.
ing Code under which the huilding
was constructed. .

. P.;:ry);‘in:a‘eﬁp‘e shall at all

malntain i1 good ordesr
:nd nlrnls. be well pau::'ad, bedlo
lear . unobstructed, an
readily accessible. .

10, All existing fire escapes and
the arrangements and construction
incident thereto which substantially
comply with the spirit and Intent of
this Code need not be altered.

11. An approved gooseneck ladder
ghall be provided between top land-
fng and roof where no stair access
i provided to such roof. Openings
for same through cornices and sim-
flar projections must he at legut
:liggxy by thirty-three inches (30" x

he Jowest balcony of a fire
escape shall not be more than
twenty-two feet (22') from the

und, and all such balconles shall
go'provlded with a ladder to within
seven feet (7°) of the ground, or
shall be provided with an approved |
hydraulic or equlvalent drop ladder .
which will extend to the ground on

release.

Al ladders and drop ladders de.
scribed in this section shall be at
least fifteen inches (15°) wide, shall
be located within twelve inches
(12"') of the bhuilding, and shall be
placed flat wise relative to the face
of the bulldlntg. The ladder rungs
shall be three-fourths fnch (%) In
dlameter and shall be located twelve
fnches (12°') on center.

c. Exit and_ Fire Escape Signs in

Existing Buildings.

In all bulldings In exlstence at
the time of the adoption of this
:ﬁcatlon, all exit and fire escape signs
s .

1. Except as otherwise specified
herein, sald exits must be pro.
vided with EXIT signs conspicu.
ously located above the exit open.
ing.” Al openingz giving direct
-access to the fire escape shall be
provided with FIRE ESCAPE
signs ron:flmourly located above
such opening. - =~ = e

2. No FIRE ESCAPE .;an shall
be substituted for an EXIT asign
which is to dnl*nalc the location
of an exit, ant no EXIT sf
shall he substituted for a FI

ESCAPE sign which {5 to desige
nate the location of a fire escape,

3. In hallways, exit ways, and
other locations where the EXIT
and/or the FIRE ESCAPE signs
are not always visible or not
easily seen, electric llluminated
directional signs pointing and di-
recting pasgage to the EXITS -
and/or FIRE ESCAPES shall also
be provided.

Il directional signs shall be
simflar  with conspicuous green.
flluminated lettering therein at
least three anid onehalf inches
(3%") in helght,

Bection 2. This ordinance shall take
effect and be In force on the thirtleth
da{ from and after its passage.

ntrotuced on March 9, 1071,

Passed and adopted by the Council

gf ’Il'ac_‘;l City of San Diego on March

AUTHENTICATED BY:

FRANK CURRAN,

' Mayor of The City of
San Diego, Californla.
EDWARD NIELSEN,
City Clerk of The City of
San Diego, California..
By ELFA F, HAMEL,
Deputy, . .
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