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AN ORDIVAEQE AMENDING CHAPTER VI, ARTICLE 9, OF F“.,nb"
THEZ SAN DIEGO MUNICIPAL CODE BY RMPEALING ARTICLE I Ay
9, AND ALL DIVISIONS ANMD SECTIONS ENUMERATED g
THEREIN, RELATIMNG T0 THE EMVIRONMENTAL IMPACT R
PEPORT PROCEDURAL ORDIMANCE, AND BY ADDING A NEW f"?‘~”~” ~
ARTICLE 9, AND THE ACCO!NPANYING DIVISIONS AND : A

SECTIONS THEREOF, RELATING TO THE BWVIRON!ENTAL
QUALITY ORDINANCE.
BE IT ORDAINED, by the Council of The City of San Diego, as
follows:
Section 1. That Chépter VI of the San Diego Municipal Code be

and it is berebz;amended"b" repealino Article 9, and its title

L.

Environmental Impact-Report Procedural Ordlnance, and all d;wislégéf
and sections enumerated therein.

Section 2. That Chapter VI of the San Diego Municipal Code ke
and it is hereby amended by adding a new Article 9, entitled
Environmental Quality Ordinance, Divisions 1 through 7, and the
accompanying sections enumerated below, to read as follows:

ARTICLE ¢
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ORDINANCE ) .
' DIVISION 1 A :
- -~ . 4
PURPOSE, INTENT AND POLICY M!GREﬁLMED
SEC. 69.0101 PURPOSE gCT 41978
Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act

{Public Resources Code, Se;tion 21000, et seq., herein

"the Act") and State EIR Guidelines (Ldministrative Code,

Section 15000, et ceg., herein "the Guidelines"), it is

incumbent upon the City of San biego as a public agency
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to protect the.iptgfest of Fhe public in sequring,
maintaining, preserbing,:pﬁbiecting:-rehabilitétiné and. ~;ﬁaﬂ m, '
enhancing the environment within the City of San Diego.
This article has been épaqted by the Council to attain
that purpose, and to give effect to the Act and the
Guidelines within the City of San Diego.
SEC. 69.0102 CITATION OF ARTICLE

This article shall be known and may be cited as the
"Environmental Quality Oxrdinance of the City of San Diégo."
SEC. 69.0103w DECLAR.ATION OF COUNCIL FINDINGS AND INTENT

The Council, 6on¢ufting with the State Legislaturq,‘x

Tle .
gy L— .

finds and declares as follows: - G
A. The maintenance of a qualitg environment for the
people of this City now and in the future'is a matter of
city~wide concern.
B. It is necessary to pfovide a‘high-quality
environment that at all times is healthful and pleasing to
the senses and intellect of man. ‘
C. There is aAneed to understand the relatioﬁship
 between the mgintenance of high qqaliﬁy ecological systems
and the general welfare of the peopie‘éf éhe City, {ﬁE!hdigg‘”“
their enjoyment of the natural resources of the City.
D. The capacity of the environment is limited, and it
is the intent of the Council that City agencies take

immediate steps to identify any critical thresholds for the

health and safety of the people of the City and take all

o1z



coordinated actions necessary to prevent such thresholds - ¢

being reached. ,~- o .- T . . 4fvﬁ -

E. . Every citizen has a responsibility to contribute -

to the preseréziion and enhancement of the environment. -
F. The interrelationship of policies and practices

in the management of natural resources gnd wvaste disposal

requires systematic and concerted efforts by public and

private interests to enhance environmental quality and to

control environmental pollﬁtion.

G. It is the intent of the Council that all City

‘agencies which regulate éétivities of private individuals, -

.- :
e .
e -

corporatlons,—and publlc agencmes which are found to afﬁhgt"”

—

the quality of the envxronment, shall regulate such

activities so that major consideration is given to preventing

environmental damage.

SEC. 69.0104 DECLARATION OF CITY POLICY: PROTECTION OF
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY :

The Council, concurring'with the State Legislature,
further finds and declares that it is the policy of the
City to:

A. DeveJ‘.sp and maintain a high-guality environgn'e-ng

now and in the future, and take all actions necesséry to

protect, rehabilitate, and enhance the environmental quality

of the City. .

B. Take all actions necessary to provide the people
of this Ciéy with clean air and water, enjoyment of

aesthetic, natural, scenic and historic environmental

gualities, and freedom from excessive noise. i\ﬂltlﬂ{:‘: LM[D
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C. Prevent the elimination of fish or wildlife
species due to.man~s act1V1tles, insure that flSh and Wi¥3:-.
life populations do not drop below self-perpetuatlng iévels,'
and preserve for future generations representations of all
plant and animal communitites and examples of the major

periods of California and San Diego history.

D.  Ensure that the long-term proteétidn of the

environment shall be the guiding criterion in public decisions.

E. Create and maintain conditions under which man
and nature can exist in productive harmony to fulfill the

social and economic. requirements of present and future

- -

generations. — . = - - - e

-
- - . .

. -
F. Require City agencies at all levels to develop

standards and procedures necessary to‘profect environmental
quality.

G. Require City agencies at ail'levels to consider
qualitative factors as well as economic¢ and technical
factors, and long-term benefits and costs in addition tb
short-term benefité and costs, and to consider altefnatives
to proposed actions affecting the environment.

SEC. 69.0105 <BECLARATION OF CITY POLICY: APPROVAL OE‘ —
PROJECTS T

The Council, concurring with the State Legislature,
further finds and declares that it is the policy of the
City that:

A. City agencies shall not approve projects as
proposed if there are feasible alternatives or feasible

mitigation measures available which would substantiall

. T A ¢ éb‘cT
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lessen the significant environmental effects of such

- . -t
> 7 . - 4

projects. S - . 1ff~tﬁ.p'.

B. The procedures required by this article are -
intended to assist City and other public agencies in
systematically identifying both the significant effects of
proposed projects and the feasible alternatiyes or feasible
mitigation measures which will avoid or substantially
lessen such significant effects.

c. In the event specific economic, social, or other
.conditions make inféasible such project alternaﬁives or
sueh mitiga£ion meaéu;§§7 individual projects may be
approved notw;éastandiﬂé one or more significant-effecE%; RE

thereof.

SEC. 69.0106 DECLARATION OF CITY POLICY: USE OF
ENVIRONMENTAL INMPACT REPORTS

In order to achieve the objectives set forth in
Section 69.0105 the Council, concurring with the State
Legislature, finds and declares that the following policy
shall apply to the use of envircnmental impact reports:

A. The purpose of an environmental impact report is
to identify tlwe significant effects-of.a project Qn_ggs-
environment, td:idenﬁify alternatives to the project, aﬂd
to indicate the manner in whiéh such significant effects
can be mitigated or avoided.

) B. Each City égency shall mitigate or avoid the

significant effects on the environment of projects it approves

or carries out whenever it is feasible to do so.
;L 2‘:5 Eti ‘t ? ¢ . zn & Z», },m;-m
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C. In the.gvent that specifip economic, social, or-

other conditions make it infeasible to mitigate one or ~ T~

more significanE‘éffects of a project on the environment, -
such project may nonetheless be approved or carried out

at the discretion of the City agency, provided that the
project is otherwise permissible under.applicable laws

and regulations. .
D. In applying the policies of subsections B and C

to individual projects, the responsibility of a City agency

.

which is functioning as a lead agency shall differ from

—

~that of a City-agency vhich is functioning as a.responsible;-;
- . o oy AR

.

"—
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& —
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agency. A City agency functioning as a lead agency shaljlii
have responsibility for considering the effects, both
individual and collective, of all activities involved in a
project. A City agency functioning as a responsible agency
shall have responsibility for considering only the effects
of those activities involved in a project, which it is
required'by law to carry out or approve.
SEC. 69.0107 DECLARETION OF CITY POLICY: ENVIROMNMENTAL
REVIEW PROCESS
. =

The Council}, concurring with the State Legislatuees —— ...
further finds and declares that it is the policy of the Ciéy‘
that:

a. City agencies integrate the requirements of this
article with planniné and environmental review procedures

otherwise required by law or by local practice so that

all such procedures, to the maximum feasible extent, run
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concurrently, rather than consecutively.
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B. Documents prepared pursuant to this article be

6rganizéd and wriften in such a manner that they will be N

meaningful and ugéful to decision-makers and to the public.
C. Environmental impéct reports omit unnecessary
descriptions of projécts and emphasize feasible mitigation
measures and alternatives to projects.
D. Information deve}oped in individual environmental
impact reports be incorporated into a data base which can be
used to reduce delay and duplication in preparation of

“

subsequent environmental impact reports.
. {

- E. iqformation developed in environmental impact

reports coveriggflargeffqeographical areas be uséd to con- ?%i'»
tribute to information required in specific environmenégfa
impact reports.
SEC. 69.0108 INCORPORATION OF THE ACT BY REFERENCE

The California Environmental Quality Act, insofar as
applicable, is herein incorporated and made a part of this
article as fully as though set fortﬁ herein, and all officers
and employees of the City of San Diego are hereby aufhorized _
and directed to enforce and comply with each and every

-

- .
applicable provision of said Act. T ~ wandn

DIVISION 2
DEFINITIONS
% .
! SEC. 69.0201 GOVERNING DEFINITIONS

Unless the context otherwise requires, the definitions

in this division shall govern the construction of this

article. g
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SEC..69.0202 APPROVAL

"Approval”-teans the degision_by;P Citf agency whicb(uvq
commits the City agency tora qefinite course éf action.in
regard to a péggect intended to be carried out by any person.
The exact date of approvai of any project is a‘matter
determined by each Ciﬁy agency according to its rules,
regulations, and ordinances.

In connection with private activities, approval occurs
upén the earliest commitment to issue or the issuance by a

City agency of a diécretionary contract, grant, subsidy, loan.

or other form of financial assistance, lease, permit, =~ -

- -
-— c——
-

— . -
.-

license, cerfiéicate,;é§ other entitlement fo;juSe oﬁufkg -
project.
SEC. 69.0203 CATEGORICAL EXEMPTIOﬁ

"Categorical exemption” means aﬁ exception from the
requireménts of the Act for a class éf.projects based on a
finding by the California Secretary for Resources that the
class of projects does not have a significnt effect on the
environment. | .
SEC. 69.0204 CITY

"City” mé®ns the City of San Diego, & municipal” ¥@®pormtion
established by éhartér pursuant to the constitution and laws
of the State of California.

"City" also means the area within the territorial limits

of the City of San Diego and such territory outside of this

City over which the City has jurisdiction or control by

Aot VoY,
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virtue of any constitutional or charter provisioss, any law,

or by reason of-qwnership or contrel of property. L P

SEC. 69.0205 CITY AGENCY . -

"City agen;;" means any agency, board, commission,
committee, office, department, division or other organizational'
unit or subunit of the City of San Diegénﬁunicipal government.
SEC. 69.0206 DISCRETIONARY PROJECT _

"Discretionary project” means an activity defined as a -
project which reguires the exercise of judgment, deliberation,
or decision on the part of a City agency in the process of

épproving or-disapp;oving'a particular activity, as distin-

- bl -

———
e -
—

guished from sitpations where the City agency merely has=to

- - . . R
determine whether there has been conformity with applicable
statutes, ordinances or regulations.

SEC. 69.0207 EMERGENCY

"Emergency”" means a sudden, unexpeétgd occurrence,.
involving a clear and imminent danger, demanding immediate.
action to prevent or mitigate loss of, or damage to,~Iife,
health, property, or essential public sérvices. "Emergen;y"
includes such occurrences as fire, flood, earthquake, or
other soil or g®mologic movéments, as 'well as-such occuramces- --
es riot, accidené, or éabotage. ‘
SEC. 69.0208 ENVIRONHMENT

"Environment"” means thé physical conditions which exist
&ithin the area which will be affected by a proposed project,
including but not limited to land, air, water, minerals,
flora, fauna, noise, objects of historic or aestheti

C
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SEC. 69.0209 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

"Environmentdl impact report"- means a wrltten statemcnt

R
— “re

setting forth in detail the matters specified in Section’ .
69.0501. An environmental impactnreport also includes any
comments which are obgained or which are required to be
obtained pursuant to this article.

An environmental impact report is an informational
document which, when its'preparation is required by this
article, shall be qonsidered by every City or other public
agency prior to its.approval or disapproval of a project.
The purpose»bf an enviroﬁmental impact report is to provide_

-

City and other public éﬁéncies and the public in generéiﬁ S
with detailed informaﬁion about the effect whiéh a prbéo:;d
project is likely to have on the enVironmént; to list ways
in which ;he significant effects of such a project might be
minimized; and to indicate altérnatives to such a project.
SEC. 69.0210 FEASIBLE
; ‘ "Feasible" means capable of being accom?iished in a

successful manner within a reasonable period of time, taking
into account economic, environmental, social, and
technological’a_ctors. T e ~ agtin,
SEC. 69.0211 INITIAL STUDY ’

"Initial study” means a preliminary analysis prepared

by the lead agency to determine whether an environnental

impact report or a negative declaration must be prepared.

ﬁr{éﬁ“(f ;‘P"' bfg:'ég
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SEC. 69.0212 'LEAD AGENCY

"Lead agency'-means thq public agency thch has the
principal responsibility for carrying out di.approving’a;
project which ﬁ;; have a significant effect upon the
environment. '
SEC. 69.0213 LOCAL AGENCY

"Local agency" means any public agency other than a.
state agency, board, or commission. For purposes of this
article a redevelépment agency and a local agency formation
commission are local agencies, and neither is a state agency,
board, or comm1551on. |

~ SEC. 69. 0214-"hINISTERIRL PROJECT - -

. ——
- ~— — . .
—"

-

"Ministerial progec;" means an activity defined as %
project which is undertaken or approvéd by a governmental
decision which a City agency makes upon a given state of
facts in a prescribed manner in obediehce to the mandate of
legal authority. With such a project,- the City agency must.
act upoh the given facts without regard to its own judgﬁent‘
or opinion concerhing the proPrieﬁy or wisdom of the act
although the statute, ordinance ér regulation may require,
in some degrew, a construction of .its language by the
agency. A m1n¥;ter1al decision involves only the us;.:} P
fixed standards or objective measurements without personal
.judgment. .

.SEC. 69.0215 NEGATIVE DECLARATION

"Negative declaration" means a written statement’

briefly describing the reasons that a proposed pro;ect will
O HE e
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not have a significant effect on the environment and does
not require the preparation of an -environmental impact rgggft;

SEC. 69.0216 PERSON . T
- "person” E;Eiudés aﬁy person, firm, associatiqp,

organization, partnership, business, trust, corporation,

company, district, county, city and coﬁgéy, city, town, the

state, and any of the agencies and political‘subdivisions of

such entities.

SEC. 69.0217 PROJECT .

"Project"” means the whole of an action which has a
'potential for resulting ih a physical change in th;'environ—

. ment, directly or ultimately, that is any of the follow&ng- T

A. An activity directly undertaken by any Clty agency.

B. An activity undertaken by a person which is
supported in whole or in part through contracts, grants, subj
sidies, loans,‘or other forms of assistance from one or more
City agencies. |

C. An activity involvihg the'issuénce to a peﬁson of
a2 lease, permit, license, certificate,'or other entitlement
for usé by one of moré City agencies.

The tem‘-'groject“ réfers to the activi£y which jgebeing: .
approved and wﬂich may be subject to several discretionary%
approvals by governmental agencies. The term "project" does
not mean each separate governmental approval.

'SEC. 69.0218 PUBLIC AGENCY

"Public agency" includes any state agency, board, or

Bhen Mep

e oL7SY ocr 410

commission, any county, city and county, city,wﬁ



agency, public district, redevelopment agency, or other

political subdivision.

- "
>

SEC. 69. 0219 RESPONSIBLE AGENCY _ . T e
"Responsible~agency” means a public agency, other than -
the lead agency, which has responsibility for carrying out or
approving a project.
SEC. 69.0220 SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON 'I‘Hﬁ ENVIRONMENT
"Significant effect on the environment” means a
substantial, or potentially substantial, adverse change in
the environment.

DIVISION 3

- APPLICATiON TO PROJECTS

-

SEC. 69.0301 PROJECTS. TO WHICH THIS ARTICLE APPLIES =%, = -

W

Except as otherwise provided in this article, thié
article shall apply to discretionary projects proposed to
be carried out or approved by any City -agency.
SEC. 69.0302 PROJECTS E}ZEMPVT FROM THIS ARTICLE

Except as otherwise provided in tbis article, this
article shall not apply to the following: |

A. Ministerial projects proposed to be carriéd out ?r

approved by any City agency.

C—

S A

B. Emergency repairs to public service facilitig
necessary to maintain service. - |

C. Projects undertaken, carried out, or approved by
any City agency to maintain, repair, restore, demclish, or
replace property or facilities dazmaged or destroyed as a

esult of a disaster in a disaster-stricken ?@ﬁa in which a

] w-f""'”f m“@
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state of emergency has been proclaimed by the Governor

pursuant to Chaptéi 7 (commencing with Section 8550). of o

Division 1'of Title 2 of the Government Code. - S
D. Specific actions necessary to prevent or mitigate
an emergency. | | o
E. Feasibility or planning studies for possible future
actions which have not been'approved, adopted or funded.
F. Categorically exempt projects proposed to be
carried out or approvea by any City acency.
Projects exempéeﬁ by this section from the preparation

of an environmental impact report or negative declaration

-7

oy

shall neverthclkess incdlude consideration of eﬁ%ironmenég% =
factors. | o7
SEC. 69.0303 PROJECTS TO WHICH NEPA APPLIES

When an environmental impact statement has been, or will |
be, prepareé for the same project purs;ant to the requirements
of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and imple-
menting regulations thereto, all or any part of such statement
may be submitted in lieu of all or any part of an environmental
impact report required by this article, provided that such
statement, or the parts thereof so used, shall comply‘agtn,;hém
regquirements of this.article and the procedures adopted i

pursuant thereto.

.SEC. 69.0304 REDEVELOPMENT PROJECTS

N e .

— For all purpcses of this article, all public and
W private activities or undertakings pursuant to or in further-
ance of a redevelopment plan shall be deemed a single project.

. . | | RN Ay
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SEC. 69.0305 ENVIROHMENTAL REPORTS PURSUANT TO-LOCAL
AUTHORITY. A |

ety
Y

Notwithstanding the'exemption'of Eeftéin érojeété from -
the requiéement‘for an environmental impact report.or
negative declaration, nothing in the Act, the éuidélines or
this article limits the authority and responsibility of any
City agency to obtain and consider data and information which
will assist such agency in considering the environmental
consequences of any project it proposes to carry out or approve.

Any City agency having jurisdiction with respect to a

proposed project may, when deemed in the public interest,

il

.

request the“Egy}roﬁmeqﬁéi Quality Division of-the Plaﬁhiﬁg é;n
Department to cénducé'éﬁch analyses and prepare such‘fééétt;-
as will assist such City agency in ;ts consideration of the
envircnmental consequences of the proposed project. Such
staff reports shall not be bound by the substantive and pro-:
cedural requirements applicable to environﬁental impacﬁ |
reports and negative declarations, nor shall the fees
required by Section 69.0405 apply. However, the person pro-
posing sﬁch projebt‘may be required to submit data and
information ngggssary to the prepangpiog of such repgff:. e
DIVISION 4 . o
GENERAL RESPONSIBILITIES

SEC. 69.0401 REQUIREMEMT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTS

Pursuant to the Act and the Guidelines, all public
agencies are required to prepare, or cause to Se prepared by

contract, and certify the completion of an environmental

impact report on any project they propose to carry out or

- is- C1760 0CT 41978
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approve which méy have a significant effect on the environment.

In the event that a-ﬁﬁglic agency determines that a proposed

project, not otherwise exempt from the provisions of the SR O

Act and Guidelines, does not have a significant effect on the
environment, such public agency is regquired to adopt a negative
declaration to that effect. Such documents must be prepared
and considered prior to the public agenéy decision to carry
out or approve'the project.
SEC. 69.0402 PREPARATION BY LEAD AGENCY

Pursuant to the Act and the Guidelines, when a project
is to be carried out-or apéfoved by two or more public agencies,

the determination® of whether the project may have a significant

-
——

—_— e

-——

effect on the environment shall be made by the lead agenc® .-

and such agency shall prepare, or cause to be prepared by
contract, the environmental impact report or negative declara-
£ion, if such report or declaration is xequired. 1In the event
that a dispute arises as to which is the lead agency, any
public agency may submit the question to the State Office of
Planning and Research, and the Office of Planning ana Research
shall designate the lead agency, giving due consideration to

-
the capacity of-such.agency to adequatgly'fulfill the

requirements of the Act and the Guidelines. e

SEC. 69.0403 ENVIRONME?D TAL QUALITY DIVISIQW FBEEARATION
OF REPORTS AND DECLARATIONS

Any environmental impact report or negative declaration
prepared pursuant to the requirements of this article shall

be prepared directly by, or under contract to, the Environ-

-

mental Quality Division of the Planning Depwi L.
?"‘ "‘H,a
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carrying out this responsibility, the Envirc¢nmental Quality
Division of the Piénningiﬁepartmenp shall stiictly'obserupfffw
the independence and objectivity required of it'pursuang to
Section 22.240é';f thevMunicipal Code,

This section is not iﬁtended to prohibit, and shall not
be construed as prohibiting, any person from submitting
information to the Environmental Quality Division of the-
Planning Department. Such information may be submltted in
any format and may be included in whole or in part in any

such report or declaration.

SEC. 69.0404 SUBHISSION OF INFORMATION

— -

. The Env1ronmental Quallty DlVlSlon of the Plannlng
Department may regquire any person proposing a project to Whlch
this article agplies to submit data and information which may
be necessary to determine whethervthe proposed project may have
a signifiéant'effect on the environmeht or to prepare an
envircnmental impact report or negative declaration.

SEC. 69.0405 FEES FROM PERSON PROPOSING PROJECT

The Environmeﬁtal Quality Division of the Planning
Department shall charge and collect a reasonable fee from any
person, other Ehap a public agency, proposing a projeb!‘ghb=f“
ject to the provisionsvof this article in order to recover
the estimated costs incurred by the City in preparing an
environmental impact report or negative declaration for such
éroject. The Planning Director shall preéare and submit to

the Council an appropriate fee schedule. Such schedule shall

: OCT 4!978 W
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‘become effective on approval by Council resolution, and may

be similarily amended as necessary.

4

SEC. 69.0406 INCiUSION WITH REGULAR PROJECT REEORTS‘— 4ff“‘3 :
City agenci®s shall‘include the environmental impact

report or negative declaration with the regular project report

used in the existing project approval pfgcess. It shall be

available to the Council. It shallialso be available for

inspection by the general public who may secure a copy thereof

by paying for the actual cost of such a copy. It shall be

filed with the appropriate local planning agency of any city,

county, or city and county which will be affected Ey the

a—

project. B X B ) -

SEC. 69.0407 FINDINGS IN CONNECTION WITH PROJEC’.':‘ APPRO_‘\;&L e
A. No City agency shall approve or carry out a.project

for which an environmental impact report has been completed

which identifiés one or more significant effects of the pro-

ject unless the City agency mékes one or more of the following

written findings for each of éhose’éignificant effects,

accompanied by a statement of the facts supporting each finding.

1. . Changeg or alterations have been required.in,

or incorgorated into, the project which mitigate or

avoid the 'significant environmentél effects theragy as— "~
identified in the final environmental impact report.

2. Such changes or alterations are witﬁin the
responsibility and jurisdiction of another public agency
and not the City agency making the finding; and furtﬁer,
that such q?anges have been adopted by such other

agency or can and should be adopted by such other agency.

- Ly
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3. : Specific economic, social, or other considera-

tions make infeasible the mitigation measures: or project

- T . B
>

alternatives identifiéd in the final environmental impack

-

report. -

B. The findihgé required by subsection A shall be
supported by substantial evidence in the record.

C. The findings in subsection A2 shall not be made
if the City agency making the finding has concurren£
jurisdiction with another agency to deal with identified
feasible mitigation -measures or alternatives.

SEC. 69.0408 REVIEW OF CITY ACTIVITIES AFFECTING THE
. ENVIRONMENT

-

All City agencies, in coépération with‘éhe Envirdggéhiéﬁa_
Quality Division of tﬁe Planning Department, shall.syété%- -
atically review and evaluafe the'ordinanCés, plans, policies,
standards, criteria, procedures and practices under which
they conduct their activities thch mé& affect the quality
of the environment and shall make or pfopose such changes
in their activities that will further the purpose, inten£
and policies of this article.

DIVISION 5
‘ENV IRONMENTAL IMPACT-REPORTS
" and NEGATIVE DECLARATIONS
SEC. 69.0501 CONTENTS OF AN EN\-’I‘RONI’ENTAL IMPACT REPORT
A. An environmental impact report shall include a

detailed statement setting forth the following:

1. N description of the project.

-
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contents and a summary.

2. A description of the environmental setting of

the project.

3. fﬁ;ésiénifiéént environmental effects of the -.
propoéed ﬁzoject. . ) '

4. Any signifiéant environmental effects which_
cannot be avoided if the project is implemented.

5. Mitigation measures proposed to minimize the
significant environmental effects including, but not
limited to, measures to reduce wasteful, inefficient,
and unnecessary- consumption of energy.

6. Alternatives to the proposed project.

- The’iélationship between local short-term uses

- -~ - — -

of man's éivironmeht and the maintenance and'enhqﬁagﬁeéﬁi.
of long-term productivity. 7

8. Any significant irréveisible-environmental
changes which would be involved iq the proposed project
should it be implemented.

9. The growth-inducing impact of the proposed
project.

l0. The number of people affected by the project
within the project boundaries;

- L
B. The report shall contain a statement brieflwlh —~— -. .

indicating the reasons for determining that various effects of
a project are not significant and consequently have not been

discussed in detail in the environmental impact report.

C. The report shall also contain an index or table of

ey
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D. The information described in subsections A7 and

A8 of this section shall be required only in environmental

R PN

impact reports prepared in connectlon Wlth the followxng'

1. The.adoption, amendment, or enactment of a' _ﬂ"*:“
plan, policy, or ordlnance of a City agency.

2, The adoption by a local agency formation
commission of a resolution making determinations.

3. A project which will be subject to the require-
ment for preparing an environmental impact statement
pursuant to the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969.

'SEC. 69.0507 CONTENTS OF.A NEGATIVE DECLARATION

A negative declaratlon shall .include a brxef statement

—— A - -,

setting forth the following: : o - T
A. A description of the project.
B. lThe location of the project.
C. A finding that the prbject ﬁill not have a
significant effect on the environmént.
D. An attached copy of the initinlkstudy docnnenting

reasons to support the finding.

-
N ) -
‘" —— e,
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E. Mitigation measures, if any, included in the project
to avoid potentially significant effects. - : BERE
SEC. 69.0503 INCORPORATION BY REFERNECE

Informat16;~or data which is relevant to an environmental
impact report or negative declaration and is a matter of
public record or is generally available to the public need
not be repeated in its entirety in such'report or declaration,
but may be specifically cited as the saurce for conclusions
stated therein; provided further that such information or data
shall be briefly described, that its relationship to the
environmental impaqt-repﬁ;t or negative declaration sh;}l'be;

- —

indicated, and that ghé'éource thereof shall be.reasonqﬁix

e .
- - -

VY

available for inspection at a public place or public building.

SEC. 69.0504 CHANGES NECESSITATING SUBSEQUENT REPORT OR
DECLARATION

When an environmental impact report or neéative
declaration has been prepared for a project pursuant to this
article, no subsequent report or declaration shall be required
unless either of the following occurs:

‘A.  Substantial changes are proposed in the project
which will require major revisions of the environmental

T - . T T < — o
impact report or -a reevaluation of the negative declaration.

B. Substantial changes occur with respect to the
circumstances under which the project is being undertaken

which will require major revisions in the environmerital impact

report or a reevaluation of the negative declaration.

oyt 0 MCRORILMED
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SEC. 69.0505 TIMELY COMPLIANCE

‘City‘agencies shall carry out their responsibilities for
. . - . - »f.~-, ~

preparing and reviewing environmehtalﬁimpéct reports and
negative~declarations within a reasonable period of time. The
requirement for tﬁe preparation of environmental documents
should not cause undue delays in the processiné of applications
for permits or other entitlements for use.

SEC. 69.0506 TIME LIMIT FOR COMPLETION OF REPORTS AND
DECLARATIONS

Any environmental impact report or negative declaration
required for a proféct described in. Section 69.0217C shall be

completed and certified within a time period not to exceéd'gge

— -_— -

year from the date on"vhich a full and complete applicatdon
requesting approval of such project is received by the City.
For purposes of this section, no sﬁch’application shall be
deemed received until a full and complete application for envi-
ronmental review is also made to the Eﬁvironmental Quality
Division of the Planning Department. A feasonable extension of
this time limit may be granted by the City Council in thé.event
that unforeseen‘ciicumstances justify additional time, provided
that the project applicant consents thereto.

SEC. 69.0507 TWNSULTATION BEFORE COMPLETING REPORTS on.
DECLARATION ‘ ‘

Prior to completing an environmental impact report or
negative declaration, the gpvironﬁental Quality Division of the
Planning Department shall consult with, and obtain comments from, °
any public zgency which has jurisdiction by law with respect to
the project, and may consult with any person who has special

expertise with respect to any environmental impact involved.

" Revised | o | M_’_QRCFSth:D 0cT 4%375;768
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SEC. 69.0505 PUBLIC NOTICE

The Environmeﬁtél’ﬁhality Division of the Planﬁing
Department shali provide public.notice of the-pfeparationvof 7
an environmental impact report or negative declaration within*ﬁr’ L
a reasonable period of time prior to the completion of such
report or declaration so as to provide the public an oppor-
tunity to review and comment on the report or deqlaration.
Notice shall be given by a least the following two procedures:

A. By publication, one time, in a newspaper of general
circulation in the area affected by the proposed project, and

B. By mail to all organizations and individuals who

—

have previously requested such notice.

—-
-

Such additional notice as may be necessary or desirable may -
also be provided. The reguirements of éhié section shali :;t )
preclude the providing of the public ﬁotice required herein at
the same time 2nd in the same manner as public notice otherwise
required by law for such project.
SEC. 69.0509 XOTICE OF COMPLETION
Whenever the Environmental Quality Division of the Planning

Department has completed an environmental impact report, it
shall cause ;‘notice of completion of such report tb be filed
with the Secretary of the State Resouréeé'ﬁgency. Thaapotice
of completicn shall briefly identify the project and shali

.- indicate that an cnvironm?ntal impact report has been

prepared. Failure to file the notice required by this section

shall not affect the validity of a project.

YR 01769



SEC. 69.0510 NOTICES OF DETERMINATION OR EXEMPTION

A. Whenevax a City agencv approves or determlnes to -
carry out a prOJect which is subject é; the prov151ons of thls‘
article, it'ghall file notice of such approval or such deter-
mination with the cdunty clerk of the county, or counties, in
which the project will be located. Such notice shall indicate
the determination of the City agéncyAwhethet the project will,
or will not, have a significénﬁ effect on the environment and
shall indicate whether'aﬁ eﬁvironmental impact report has been

prepared pursuant to the provisions of this articlg.

B. Whenever a Clty agency determines that a project is

a——

not subject to the prov151ons 6t this article pursuant‘to S
Section 69.0302, and it approves or determines to carry out

such project, it, or the person specified in subsection B or

C of Section 69.0217, may file notice of such determination

with the county clerk of the county, o£ counties, in which

the project will be located. Any notice filed pursuant to

this subsection by a person specified in subsection B or C of’
Section 69.0217 shall have a certificate of determination
attached to it issued by the City acgency responsible for

making the determination that a project is-not subjectwiss the --

provisions of this article pursuant to Section 69.0302. The

certificate of determination may be in the form of a

certified copy of an existing document or record of the City

agency.
C. All nctices filed pursuant to this section shall

be available for public inspection, and a list of such notices

* L | : ~25~ | . | 01770



shall be posted on a weekly basis in the office of the county
clerk. Each such..list shall.remain posted for a perlod of

- - ‘{4—'
.

30 days.
- DIVISION 6
IMPLEMENTATION PROCEDURES
SEC. 69.0601 PROCEDURES FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS ARTICLE
The Environmental Quality Division of the Planning
Department shall prepare and develop objectives, criteria and
procedures for the implementation of this article by all City
agencies. These shall become effective on approval by Council

resolution and may be similarly amended as necessary. The

——

objectives, crxterla and proce&ures shall be eonsxstent thhm

the provisions of the Act, the Guidelines and this artléie;"

Such objectives, criteria and procedures,‘or amendments thereto,

shall be adopted no later than sixty (60) days after the

Secretary of the State Resourcés Agency has adopted Guidelines,

or amendments thereto, pursuant to Section 21083 of the Act.
The Environmental Quality Division of the Planning

Department shall provide for the‘ﬁimely distribution to all

City agencies of the procedures énd any amendments or changes

thereto. In-eddition, these procedures and any amendments

or changes ther;ato shall be made conveniently availa;:lg tr h

other public agencies and to the general public.

.SEC. 69.0602 CONTENTS OF. PROCEDURES

The procedures adopted pursuant to Section 69.0601 shall

include the following:

MICROFIL mEp
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A. Procedures for identifying the activities that are

exempt from this article, including:

- b P
> .

1. Probisions~f6r evaluating a’pibposed activity - .
to defermine.if there is.no possiblity that the activity
may have a significaﬁt effect on the envirbnment.*

2. A list of projects over which City agencies
have only ministerial authority. T , 5

3. A list of specific activities which £all within
eaéh of the classes of categorically exempt projects. ;
B. A list of projects over which City agencies have

discretionary authority and which may be subject to the

requirement-for the preparation of an environmental impact -

T e
ey s e

report or negative declaration. : L' e

c. Objectives, standards and criteria to follow in
determining whether or not a proposed project may have a
significant effect on the environment. °

D. Procedures for the conduct and preparation of
initial studies.

E. Provisions for the preparation of negative
deciarations.

F. Provisions for the preparation of enyironmental

-
impact reports..- ] —

o~

G. Provisions for consulting with and obtaining
comments from other public agencies and members of the public

with regard to the environmental effects of projecﬁs.'

-27-



H. .Proyisions aésuring adequate opportunity and time
for the publicﬂreyiew and .comment on environmental impact

) . - - T
reports and negative declarations. E - B

I. Provisions for evaluating and responding to comments
received on environmental impact reports and negative

declarations.

J. Provisions for the review and consideration of.
environmental impact reéorts and neéative declarations by the
person or decision-making body who will approve or disapprove
a project. T

K. Provisions for filing the notices or other documents

required or awthorized by the Att, the Guidelines and this fiﬁru

. e 9
article.

L. Provisions to ensure that lead agencies obtain
adequate comments on environmental impact reports and
negative declafations they submit to the City for review.

M. The assignment of responsibility for specific
functions to specific City agéncies; | ‘

K. Provisions for charging and collecting appiicable fees.

0. Provisions to assure the prompt\and efficient
completion of‘nvironmentél impact-reports and negat}}ga. —_—
declarations.
SEC. 69.0603 MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANT EFFECT

The procedures adopted pursuant to Section 69.0601 shall
.require a finding that a project may have a significant efféct

on the environnent if any of the following conditions exist:

b
!
N
.
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A. A ptoposed‘project has the potentiai to degrade the
quality of the environment, curtail ﬁhe range of the environ-
ment, or to achieve short-term, to the disadvantage of long-term;
environmental goals. ' ‘. | LT

B. The pggsible effects of a project are individually
limited but cumulatively considerable. Ag used in this sub-
section, "cumulatively considerable” means that the incremental
effects of an individual project are considerable when viewed
in connection with the effects of past projects, the effects
of other current pféjects, and the effects of probable future

projects.

cC. The environmental effects of a project will cause

-—

substantial adverse effects on human beings, either difebtliﬂo_

~ - n T

. iy . ..
- .-

or indirectly. o ' -
DIVISION 7
LIMITATIONS
SEC. 69.0701 CONSTRUCTION
To the extent of any inconsistency or conflict between
the provisions of the Act and pursuant Guidelines and the pro-
visions of this article and pursuant procedures, the provisions
of the Act and the Guidelines shali control.
This artecle shall be interpreted_in'such manner as to
- v, o .

afford the fuliest possible protection to the environment -

within the reasonable scope of the statutory language.

" SEC. 69.0702 SEVERABILITY

If any provision of this article or the application thereof

to any person or circumstances is held invalid by a court of

e b CR GFILMED
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competent jurlsd;ctlon, such invalidity shall not affect-jfggr
pxovisions or applications of this artlcle whlch can be glvenu
effect wzthout—Zhe invalid provision or application thereof,
and to this end the provisions of this article are sevgrable.
SEC. 69.0703 ACTIONS OR PROCEEDINGS FOR NONCOMPLIANCE

Any action or préceeding to attack, review, set aside, void
or annul any act, determination, finding or decision Qf a City
agency on the grounds of noncompliance with the California
Environmental Quality Act orx pursuan?\State EIR Guidelines shall
be made in such mapﬁér and commenced,éithin the time limits

C .

set forth in the Act.- -~ - - - =

Y
'

SEC. 69.0704 ABSENCE OF RESTRICTION ON POWER OF CITY AGENCIES
2 No provision of this article is a limitation or
i restriction on the power or authority of ény City agency in the
enforcerment or administration of any provision of law which it
is specificalIy permitted or réquired to enforce or administer.
SEC. 69.0705 VALIDATION OF PRIOR REPORTS AND DECLARATIONS

Any environmental impact report or negative declarétion
which has been completed or on which substantial wofk has
been performedwon or before the effective.date of this.ﬁgcgiqu
if otherwice 1egally~sufficient, shall, when completed, be-
decmed to be in compliance with this article and no further
report or deplaration shall be required except as provided

in Section 69.0504 hereof.

Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force

on the thirtieth day from and after'its passage.

APPROVED: JOHN W. WITT, City Attorney M!CROF’LMED

KR:1e:605.2 D] .
/16/77 - By! sl T - CX7pgCT 41978

2 Amrt <DY-an 7 John K. Riess, Deputy
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ATTURGEY:S
San Diego,
12th Floor,
202 C st.
San Diego,
Attn:

City of
City Admin.

Ca 92101
Betty Goldberg
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CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION

No. 12203

e THE MATTHR OF

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

ORDINANCE

“ORDINANCE NO. 12208

- (New Beries)
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER V1, ARTIC’LED. OF THE
BAN DIEGO MUNICIPAL CODE BY RKPEA G ARTICLE 9. -

- AND ALL IMVISIONS AND SECTIO. ENUMERATED
- THEREJIN, RELATING- TO THE KNVIBDNMENTAL IMPACT

ROCEDURAL O
ARTICLE 9. AND THE ACCOMPANYING m\g% AND SEC- -+
THE NMENTAL

TIONS THEREOF, RELATING TO

QUALITY ORDINANCE.
to1 BE IT ORDAINED, bytheCoundlol'l"thnyolSmDiego.u

ollows:

Sectjon 3. That Chapler V1 of the San Municipal Code be and it
in herehy amended by repealing Article 9, lnd ts title Environmental Im-
pact Report Procedural inance. and all divisions and sections
enumerated therein,

Section 2. That Chapter V1 of the San Diegoe Mnmeipal Code be and it
is hercby amended by adding s new Article 9. entitled Environmental”
Quality Ordinanee, Divisions 3 through 7, and the accompanying seeﬁom
enumersied belaw, Lo read as fnuows-

RTICLES
ENVIRONMENTAL Qsliicl)\'lq.l;r\' ORDINANCE

'TE‘XT AND POLICY
SEC 63.0101 PURPOSE
Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act lPubhe
Resourees Code, Section 21000, et seq., herein “the Act™) and State
FIR Guidelines (Administrative Code, Section 156000, el 3eq., herein
“the Guidelines™, it is incumbent upon the Cuy ol Sm Dnego a8 3
public agency to protect the interest of the publ in securing, main-
taining, preserving, protecting. rehabilitating and the en-,
vironment within the City of San Diego.
Thh article has been enacted the Council Lo attain that pur.
md to give effect Lo the Act the Guidelines within the City ol
Die,
REC. 89 0102 CTTATION OF ARTICLE
This articl shall be known and may be cited as the "Ea'rbonm
tal Quality Ordinance of the Cig of San %
%LC 69.0103 DECLARATION OF CO L FINDINGS AND IN.
The Couocil, concurring with the State lcgnhwre finds and
dt-dms 25 [nllows:
. The maintenance af a quality environmen®™r the people of
this Cuy now and in the future is 2 matter of city- wide concern.
B. It is necessary Lo provide 3 high-guality enviroament that at sl}
times is healthful lnd pleasing o the senses and intellect of man,

. C. There is 8 need Lo under<tand the relationship between the
maintenance of high quality ecological systems and the general
wellare of the peo of the City, including their enjoyment of the
nstural resources of the City.

_ I3 The capacity of the environment is limited, and it is the intent
of the Council that City agencies take immediate steps (o identily any
. eritica) thresholds {or Lthe health Andu!etyo!theptopholunui
and take all onordinated actions necessary o prevent such lhr-ﬁd&
bein E has ibili the
very nlm & respons ty to contribute to m
. vatioﬂ -ndenhmmm of the environment.

v . F. The [nterrelationship of policies and uucesinunw-
tnent of natural resources and waste dis,
concerted cuoru hy
vinrmmenul to oontrol enviroamen lution.

T G. It Iutcm of the Cwnrn“t!k;n all

-

I PATRICIA M, SPAULDING  Tezeh (vmiins
that the San Diego Duailv T INSCTIpE s o i REWSpaper of
veneral efreulation swithin the provisions of the Government Cogle
of the State of California, pr In[l‘if.lllli['lll)fl\’l!ii in the Cityv of Son
DPricao, County of San I)u‘m State of California: that T am th
prine et elert of saied ne wspaper: and the ‘ )

ORDINANCE NO. 12203

I irue amnd enrrect copny of which this i s an

was pribilished ||~-u§'vl\*[”luv on ettt annesed and
November 25, 1977

| TR

ot Tee!

irder {[u'.":.li"

A
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