(R-93-1788)
RESOLUTION NUMBER R-__ 281986

MAY 18 1993

ADOPTED ON

RESOLUTION AMENDING COUNCIL POLICY NO. 600-15
REGARDING STREET VACATION AND EASEMENT
ABANDONMENTS.

WHEREAS, May 18, 1993, has been declared "Regulatory Relief
Day," and

WHEREAS, one purpose of Regulatory Relief Day is to
streamline and consolidate where appropriate, the City’s land use
and environmental regulatory procedures; and

WHEREAS, the Engineering and Development Department has
reviewed Council Policy No. 600-15 entitled, "Street Vacations
and Easement Abandonments," and has suggested several amendments
to the policy; NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of The City of San Diego,
that Council Policy No. 600-15 entitled, "Street Vacations and
Easement Abandonments," be and it is hereby amended as set forth
in the Council Policy filed in the office of the City Clerk as
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk is hereby

instructed to add the aforesaid to the Council Policy Manual.

APPROVED: JOHN W. WITT, City Attorney

P
By QM sé/«—{

~John K. Riess
Deputy City Attorney

JKR: pev
04/28/93
Or.Dept:E&D
R-93-1788
Form=r.amcp
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CITY OF SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA FILED ‘MAY-1-8-198%—t=
COUNCIL POLICY Crev.. OF THE ATY CLERK
SUBJECT pouém‘ DGO CALFORNS
STREET VACATIONS AND EASEMENT ABANDONMENTS NUMBER 600-15
EFFECTIVE
DATE

BACKGROUND

The City receives numerous requests to vacate or abandon various types of right-of-way,
and the Council has the authority to vacate or abandon a public right-of-way after
finding that it is no longer needed for public use. Such actions must, however, conform
to the various legal and procedural requirements set forth in the California Streets

and Highways Code, the Government Code and the San Diego Municipal Code. While
retention of unusable rights-of-way should be avoided, all proposed vacations or
abandonments must be carefully investigated since reacquisition, 1f the land is needed
at a later date, can be difficult and expensive.

PURPOSE

It is the purpose of this policy to outline criteria to be used in evaluating the need
for existing rights-of-way and public service easements.

POLICY

1. It is the policy of the Council to vacate or abandon, in whole or in part, a public
right-of-way when there is no present or prospective use for the right-of-way, and
such action will serve the public interest. No action will be taken, however, until
the following findings can be made:

a. That there is no present or prospective use for the easement or right-of-way,
either for the facility for which it was originally acquired or for any other
public use of a like nature that can be anticipated.

b. That the public will benefit from the action through improved utilization of
land made possible by the street vacation.

¢, That the vacation or abandonment is not inconsistent with the General Plan, an
approved Community Plan, or the Local Coastal Program.

d. That the facility for which the right-of-way was originally acquired will not
be detrimentally affected by the street vacation.

As a general rule, the Council will not vacate a street adjacent to undeveloped
property since a determination of whether the street will ultimately be needed for
public use can best be made only when the nature and density of development of the
adjacent parcels are known,

2. Staff investigation of street vacation proposals and subsequent considerations of the
matter by the Council and the Planning Commission will give particular attention to
a determination of whether the right-of-way can be utilized for any other public
purpose such as walkways, bicycle paths, access to public open-space areas, transit
facilities, utility lines, etc.

3. Upon receipt of a request for a street vacation or easement abandonment, City staff
shall review the application in relation to this policy and any other applicable
requirements.

PAGE

cc-1B (11-85)

£- 281996



CITY OF SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

COUNCIL POLICY

SUBJECT POLICY
STREET VACATIONS AND EASEMENT ABANDONMENTS numeen 00015
EFFECTIVE
DATE
4. 1In some circumstances, the Council may be convinced that the right-of-way in

7.

question will never be required for public street purposes but is uncertain whether
or not the street area may be needed for utilities at some time in the future. 1In
such cases, the Council may vacate the street and reserve public utility easements,
as necessary, over the entire right-of-way, or any portion thereof, as applicable
under State law.

Where it is determined that a vacation or public service easement is associated with
other discretionary actions, such as a tentative map, coastal development permit, or
other land development action, the consideration by Council, as well as any recom-
mendation hearing, shall be reviewed and acted upon concurrently in accordance with
Municipal Code section 111.0203.

Where the street vacation is being processed in accordance with the Subdivision Map
Act, the Council will approve a resolution authorizing the street vacation(s) in
accordance with appropriate procedures. The Final Map shall specify the resolution
which authorizes the street(s) to be vacated under this procedure, and the
vacation(s) will become effective upon recordation of the Final Map(s).

The City Manager shall make available for distribution appropriate informational
material regarding street and easement vacation procedures and fees.

HISTORY

Adopted by Resolution R-209773 01/29/74
Amended by Resolution R-257331 10/12/82
Amended by Resolution $-264842 01/13/86
Amended by Resolution R-270397 02/22/88
Amended by Resolution R-275710 05/14/90
Amended by Resolution R-277572 03/25/91
Amended by Resolution R~
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CITY OF SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

COUNCIL POLICY

SUBJECT PoOLICY
STREET VACATIONS AND EASEMENT ABANDONMENTS NUMBER — 600-15
EFFECTIVE
DATE
BACKGROUND

The City receives numerous requests to vacate or abandon various types of right-of-way,
and the Council has the authority to etese vacate or abandon a public right-of-way
after finding that it is no longer needed for public use. Such actions, must, however,
conform to the various legal and procedural requirements set forth in the California
Streets and Highways Code, the Government Code and the San Diego Municipal Code.

While retention of unusable rights-of-way should be avoided, all proposed vacations or
abandonments must be carefully investigated since reacquisition, if the land is needed
at a later date, can be difficult and expensive.

PURPOSE

It is the purpose of this policy to outline criteria to be used in evaluating the need
for existing rights-of-way esnd-te-estabiish-preeedures-to-be-follewed-in-any-preeess-te
vaeate—or—abanden-a-right-of-way-and-consider—a-possible-atternativet—irery-Gounei
approval-ef-an-Eneroachment-Permit-{see-Counei-Potiey-No+-700-+8) and public service
easements.

POLICY

1. It is the policy of the council to vacate or abandon, in whole or in part, a public
right-of-way when there is no present or prospective use for the right-of-way, and
such action will serve the public interest. No action will be taken, however,
until the following findings are made:

a. That there is no prospective use for the easement or street-dedieatien right-
of-way, either for the facility for which the-right-ef-wey it was originally
acquired or for any other public use of a like nature that can be anticipated.

b. That the public will benefit from the action through improved utilization of
land made possible by the street vacation.

c. That the vacation or abandonment is not inconsistent with the General Plansy-e»
an approved Community Plan, or the Local Coastal Program.

d. That the pubiie facility for which the right-of-way was originally acquired
will not be detrimentally affected by the street vacation.

As a general rule, the Council will not vacate a street adjacent to undeveloped
property since a determination of whether the street will ultimately be needed for
public street-purpeses use can best be made only when the nature and density of
development of the adjacent parcels edjaeent-teo-the-street are known.

2. Staff investigation of street vacation proposals and subsequent considerations of
the matter by the Council and the Planning Commission or the Subdivisien-Beard will
give particular attention to a determination of whether the right-of-way can be
utilized for any other public s&reet purpose such as walkways, bicycle paths,
access to public open-space areas, transit facilities, utility lines, etc.
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CITY OF SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

COUNCIL POLICY
SUBJECT Zﬁﬂggn 600-15
STREET VACATIONS AND EASEMENT ABANDONMENTS

EFFECTIVE
DATE

3---Gtreet-vacations-wilti-be-eensidered-by-the-Couneil-onty-after-a-reecommendation-has
been-submitted-on-the-prepesat-by-the-Planning-Comminsion-or-the-Subdivisien-Beard-
in-the-fetlowing-eases+

a-~-The-eompitete-etoging-of-any-fultl-width-seetion-of-any-improved-or-unimproved
-—--gtreet-or-atieys—-

b+~-The-elesing-of-any-portion-ef-an-arterinls-eolleetory-or-toeat-street-shown-on
the-General-Plan;-an-adepted-Communtty~Plany-or-the-heeal-Coastal-Rrograms

ev—-Any-other—street-vaeation-when-the-apptieant-fites-an-eppeal-from-an—administra-
tive-deeisten-er-negative-respense-from-a-reeogrined-Community-Planning
Gommittee—or-Board-not—-to-proeeed-with-presentation~-of-the-prepoesat-te-the-Gity
Gouneid~

Where-sueh-street-vaeations—-are-direetly-related-to-subdivisien-mapsy—the-eonsider~
ation-prier-te—Couneil-aet+teon-shati-be-at-the-same-time-end-by-the-same-bedy
eonsidering-the-Tentative-Map~

4---Gtreet-vaeation-and-easement-abandonment-preeeedings-may-be-initiated-in—-any-one
of-three-wayss+——{1)-by-written-petition-submitted-to-the-6ity;-{2)-by-submissten-ef
a-tentative-subdivisien-map-requiring-the-vaeationy-or-{3}-er-a-city-department—
upen-appreval-by-the-6ity-Manager---Eosto-ineurred-in—proeesaing—the-vaeation-shaid
be-patd-by-the-appliecent-in-aceordanee-with-the-sehedule-autheriged-in-the
Munieipal-Gode~x

5+3. Upon receipt of a request for a street vacatlon or easement abandonment, City
staff shall review the application in relation to this policy and any other
applicable requirements. and-steff-shatl-develep-a-reeommendation—regarding-the
propesal-whieh-shati-inelude-input-from—the-Gouneil-designeted-Community-Planning
Gommittee-or~-Board-where~the-right-of-way-ia-toeatedr—-tf-a-astaff-review-resules
in-a-negative-recommendetion-and-+9-thus-denteds-the~applieant~is—teo-be~notified
in-writing-~-Fhe-appiieant-mays-by-written-communieation-to-the-6ity;-indieate
hiother-desire-teo-appeal-the-deeisiont-whereupeny-processing-ef-the-applieation
will-be-resumed---Any-unfeverable-recenmendatien-from—the-Subdivisien-Beard-er
Planning-Gemmissien-shatl-eenstitute~a-denial;-and-no—vaeation-propesat-shati-be-
presented-to~Couneit-untesa-the-applieent-£iles—-e-request-to-resume-preoecessing—the-
applieations

6~--Fhe-applieant-for-a-street-veention-or-easement-abandonment—shail-eomplete-an
Envirenmental-Assessment-of-the-impaets-of-the-street—vaeatiton-or-abandonment-for
review-by-the—~Plenning-Department---Prior-to-seheduiing-the-consideration-of-a
prepesed-vaestion-before-a-Community-Planning-Committee-or-Boards-the-Subdivisien
Beardy-the-Plenning-Commissieny-or-the-6ity-Couneil;-an-envirenmental-doeument
shail-be~-finalirzed-{Negative-Deetaration-or-Envirenmental-Iimpaet—-Reporta}s—or-an
Exemption-ebtained-from-the-Planning-Department---The~applieant-shall-pay-6ity
eests-agseeiated-with-preparation-and-preeessing-ef-the-appreopriate-environmentalt
decument-in-aecordanee-with-the-sehedute—established-under-the-previsiens—-ef-the
Munieipal-Gode~-
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CITY OF SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

COUNCIL POLICY

SUBECT STREET VACATIONS AND EASEMENT ABANDONMENTS PoLCY  600-15

EFFECTIVE
DATE

#---Hithin-the-Geastal-Zenes-the-applicant-for-a-street-vaeation-shett-eompiete—a
Ceastet-Development-Permit—applieation-for—review-by-the-Planning-Bepartment~
The~prepesed-gstreet-vaeation-shatl-be-econsidered-eoncurrently-with-the-Goastal
Bevetopment-Permit-—~Fhe-Planning-Bireetor-~and-the~-6ity-Engineer-shelt-coordinate
sueh-aetion-se-that-they-may-be-presented-to-the~Planning-Commiasion-fer-a-
recommendations——-The—-appliecent~shall-pay-6ity-eosts-asseeiated~with-the-precessing
ef-the-Goastal-Bevelopment—Permit-in-aecordanece-with-the-seheduled-established-
under-the-proviatens—ef-the-Munteipal-Godex

8<4. 1In some circumstances, the Council may be convinced that the right-of-way in
question will never be required for public street purposes but is uncertain whether
or not the street area may be needed for utilities at some time in the future. In
such cases, the Council may vacate the street and reserve public utility easements,
as necessary, over the entire right-of-way, or any portion thereof, as applicable
under State law.

9+5. Where it is determined that a vacation or public service easement is associated
with other discretionary actions, such as a tentative map, coastal development
permit, or other land development action, the consideration by Council, as well as
any recommendation hearing, shall be reviewed and acted upon concurrently in
accordance with Municipal Code section 111.0203. ¢te-be-eonsidered-by—-the-Planning
Cemmissten~-er-6ity-Gounetts-the-Planntng-Direetor-and-city-Engineer-shetl-requesty
end-the-appiieant-shell-prevides-a-deseription-of-that-prepesed-use-of-the-prepertys
inetuding-tandseapings;~feneingy~end-struetural-imprevementss

18 +--in-ali-street-vacation-aetions;-e—-pested-and-matted-notice-shati-be-aceomptished
prier-to-the-hearings---The-mailed-nottee-witl-be-sent~-to-ati-property-oewners
within-300-feet-of-the-seetion-of-street-to-be-vaeated--~5Sueh-maiting-and-posting
wiltl-be-in-addition—te-the-pubiished-notiee-required-by-levws

ti---Under-9peeified-eireunsteneesy—a—summary-gtreet-vacation~+s—euthorized-by-5tate
taws-whereiny-the-vaeation-may-be—appreved-by-reseiutien—oen-the-Adoption-Agenda—of-
the-Couneil---This-preeedure-may-be-used-for-a-street-vacation-or—easement—~abandon——
ment-if-any-of-the-folloewing-eonditiens—are~found-to-exises

ar~-Fhe-streety-~or-portion-of-gtreets-—ig-exeesgs-right-of-way-and-is-not-required
fer-gtreet-purpesess

br~-Fhe-street-1ies-within-and-terminetes-in-preperty-under-one-common-ewnership-
and-dees-net—eontinuve—through-or-touch-another-preperty--

er~-The-effer-ef-right—-of-way-igs-seeured-as-a-Reservation-for-Future—-Street~

dr—-Within-the-tast-five-years;-the-street-has-been-impassabie-to-vehieular
traffiey-and-ne~publie-money—~has-been-exnpended-for-maintenanees

er—-The-gtreet-ia-intereepted-by-a-5tate-Highway;-and-an-agreement-has-been—-entered
inte-to-exetude—te-from-the~-State-Freeway-Syatems
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CiTY OF SAN DIEGO. CALIFORNIA

COUNCIL POLICY

SUBJECT

STREET VACATIONS AND EASEMENT ABANDONMENTS oY 600-15

EFFECTIVE
DATE

f+-~FThe-cagsement~-has~-net-been-used-for-the-purpose-aequired-£for-the-tast-five-years
ory—if-the-eagsement-+s-tess—-than-five-yearas~eld-but-more—than-enes—has-never—~
been-used~

+2+6. Where the street vacations is being processed in accordance with the Subdivision
Map Act, have-been-initiated-by-the-submissien-ef-a-Tentative-Map-s-the-gstreet
veeation-procedures—-shali-£fellew-those-established-in-the~5ubdivisien-Map-Aet-or-the
Streets—~and-Highway-GCede---Under-this—-preeedures-the-5ubdiviaton-Beard-shalt-net-
eet-on—the-Fentative-Map-but-shatl-ferward-it-with-recommendations-direetly—-to~-the
6ity~GCouneil-£for~econcurrent-aettons-on-beth~the-Fentative-Map-and-street-vaeations—-
After~ae—-publie-hearing-end-upon-apprevat-ef-the-Tentative-Mapsy the Council will
approve a resolution authorizing the street vacation(s) in accordance with
appropriate procedures. The Final Map shall specify the resolution which authorizes
the street(s) to be vacated under this procedure, and the vacation(s) will become
effective upon recordation of the Final Map(s).

+3+7. The City Manager shall make available for distribution appropriate informational
material regarding street and easement vacation procedures and fees.

HISTORY

Adopted by Resolution No. R-209773 01/29/74
Amended by Resolution No. R~257331 10/12/82
Amended by Resolution No. R-264842 01/13/86
Amended by Resolution No. R-270297 02/22/88
Amended by Resolution No. R-275710 05/14/90
Amended by Resolution No. R-277572 03/25/91
Amended by Resolution No. R-
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Passed and adopted by the Council of The City of San Dieg0o 0N ... MAYIS I
by the following vote: '993

Council Members Yeas Nays Not Present Ineligible
Abbe Wolfsheimer EO/ O O] U
Ron Roberts B/ O O O
John Hartey D/ O O O
George Stevens B/ O OJ O
Tom Behr [9/ ] O ]
Valerie Stallings = O O O
Judy McCarty = O 0 O
Juan Vargas %// 0 0 0
Mayor Susan Golding O O O
AUTHENTICATED BY: e SUSANGOLDING ,
......................... CHARLES G. ABDELNOUR ..,
(Seal)

Diego, California.

Office of the City Clerk, San Diego, California
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