(R-98-961)
- RESOLUTION NUMBERR-__ 289840
ADOPTEDON __ MAR 17 1998

WHEREAS, The United Nations Commission on the Status of Women formulated a
document titled The Convention on'the elinﬁnation of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW) and the United Nations General Assembly adopted The Convention and
opened it for signéture in December, 1979; ‘and

WHEREAS, the spirit of the convention is rooted in the goals of the United Nations to
affirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person, and in

‘the equai rights of men and women and as CEDAW provides a comprehensive framework for
challenging the various forces that have created and sustaiped discriminaﬁon based upon sex;
and \

WHEREAS, CEDAW, sometimes called an International Bill of Rights for women,
obligates those countries whiéh have ratified or acceded to it to take all appropriate measures to
ensure the full development and advancement of women in all spheres: political, educational,
employment, health care, economic, social, legal, marriage and family relé_tions as well as to
modify the social and cultural patterns of cundﬁct of men and women to eliminate prejudice,

’
customs and all other practices based on the idea of inferiority or superiority of either sex; and

WHEREAS, fifty-two countries, including fhe United States, signed CEDAW during the

1980 Mid-Decade Conference for Women in Copenhagen, Denmark, and to date 161 countries,

representing over half of the would's countries, have now ratified or acceded to The Convention

and yet the United States has not ratified or acceded to it; and
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WHEREAS, municipal governments have an appropriate and legitimate role in affirming
the importance of international law in our cqmmunities as universal norms and to serve as guides
for public policy; and

WHEREAS, the adoption would further support the initiative of the California State
Legislature in endorsing ratification of CEDAW, when by resolution ini 1997, it encouraged the
United States Senate to ratify The Cbnvention; NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of The City of San Diego, that The City of San Diego
go on record Ain support of United States ratification or accession to The Convention, and a copy
of the resolution be sent to the President of the United States, with a copy to the Secretary of
State, é.nd to each member of the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee urging immediate
action begin on The Convention, and support‘ for the United States ratification or accession to

The Convention.

APPROVED: CASEY GWINN, City Attorney

ﬁmu{m

Stuart H. Swett.
Deputy City Attorney
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