(R-99-1424)

RESOLUTION NUMBER R-__ 29 1744
apopTED ON  JUN 081399

WHEREAS, Mr. Hartwell W. Ragsdale was born in Okmulgee, Oklahoma to the lafe
~ Hartwell W., Sr. and Onlia Violet Ragsdale, and grew up in Ardmore, leahoma, where his
~father operated Ragsdale Funeral Home; and
- WHEREAS, Mr. Ragsdale.attended and gréduated from Douglas High School in
Ardmore, Oklahoma and Langston University, where he was quarterback on thé football team
and played basketball; and
WHEREAS, he graduate‘d from San Francisco College of Mortuary Sciénce in 1947 and, ]
in January 1948, with his brother, Dr. Lincoln J. Ragsdale, he opened Ragsdale Mortuary in
Phoenix, Arizona; and | |
WHEREAS, in 1955, he and his wife, Hazele. Ragsdale, moved to San Diego and
purchased the Anderson Mortuary in San Diego and established Anderson-Ragsdale Mortuary;
and |
WHEREAS, Mr. Ragsdale served two terms as President of the San Diego C_hapter of the
Nétional Association for the Advancement bf C'olored People (N.A.A.C.P.) dﬁing the 1960s
Civil Rights Movement, worked closely with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., partiéipated in the
March fror.nASelma to Montgomery, and is a Lifetime Member of the N.A.A.C.P. ; and
WHEREAS, he is the thirci 'generation of Ragsdales in the mortuary provfession, 'o_ne of the

longest black operated businesses in the United States; and
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WHEREAS, Mr. Ragsdale is a Licensed Embalmer in Oklahoma, Arizona, and
Califomia, a Licensed Funeral Directdr in California, a Me;mber of the National Funerai
Directors Association, a Member of the National Funeral Directors & Morticians Association, a
Member of the California Funeral Directors Association, and a Member of the San Diegov County

, Y
Funeral Directors Association; and

WHEREAS, he hés served as a Member of thé Super Bowl Committee in 1988 and 1998,
has been a Member of the Holiday Bowl Committee every year since its incei)tion, a 33rd Degree
Mason, and a Founding Member of the Catﬁsh Club; 'NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of The City of San Diego, that this Council, for and
on behaif of the people of San Diego, does hereby commend Mr. Hartwell W. Ragsdale for his
years of commitment and service to The City of San Diego.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that June 8, 1999 be and is hereby proclaimed to be

“MR. HARTWELL W. RAGSDALE DAY” in The City of San Diego.

APPROVED: CASEY GWINN, City Attorney

T g |
Stuart H. Swett. :
Deputy City Attorney

SHS:smf

05/25/99 _
Or.Dept:Council-Stevens
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