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AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF SAN DIEGO PURSUANT TO CHARTER

SECTION 295 EN

ACTING A TEMPORARY DEFERRAL OF

FEES AND THE EXTENSION OF PERMIT RENEWALS FOR

POLICE-REG

ULATE

D OCCUPATION

S AND BUSINESSES

,

DUE TO THE STATE OF EMERGENCY RESULTING FROM

THE NOVEL CORONAVIRUS, COVID

-19.

WHEREAS

, COVID

-19 caus

es infec

tious di

sease and 

was first d

etected in 

Decem

ber

2019; and

WHEREAS, COVID

-19 symptom

s include

 fever, cough, and short

ness of breat

h

, 

and

those wh

o have be

en afflic

ted have e

xperience

d anythin

g from mild illne

ss to deat

h; and

WHEREAS, the Centers

 for Disease Contro

l and Preve

ntion cons

iders COV

ID-19 to be

 a

very seri

ous pub

lic health threat

 and the 

World Hea

lth Orga

nization de

clared the CO

VID-19

outbreak

 to be a pa

ndemic; and

WHEREAS, on F

ebruary 

19,20

20, th

e Count

y Board 

of Superv

isors r

atified

 a

declar

ation o

f local h

ealth emerg

ency relate

d to C

OVID-

19; an

d

WHEREA

S, on March 4,202

0, Gove

rnor Gavi

n New

som proc

laimed

 a State o

f

Emergenc

y in Califo

rnia as a r

esult of

 the threat 

of COVID-19; a

nd

WHEREAS, on Marc

h 12,2020

, the Mayor of the City of San D

iego (M

ayor) pr

oclaim

ed

the exi

stence o

f a local 

emerge

ncy in 

the Cit

y of San D

iego (C

ity) as a

 result

 of COVID-19,

which was rat

ified by the Counci

l of the City of San Diego

 (Council

) on March 17

, 2020, by

Resolution No. R-312895; and
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(O-2021-109 REV.)

WHEREAS, on March 19

, 2020, Gover

nor Newsom

 issued Exe

cutive Order N-33-20

ordering 

all indiv

iduals livi

ng in the St

ate of Californ

ia to sta

y home or at 

their pl

ace of

residenc

e, excep

t to obt

ain esse

ntial se

rvices; 

and

WHEREAS, on March 30,2

020, the Mayor issued

 Executive O

rder 2020-

2, which

directed

 the Office of the Ci

ty Treas

urer to

 defer a

ll fees as

sociate

d with B

usiness 

Tax

Certificat

es, and any busines

s-relate

d fees

, permits

, and assess

ments

, for up

 to 120

 days; and

WHEREAS, on Apr

il 30,202

0, the Co

uncil pas

sed Eme

rgency 

Ordinance 

O-2020

-101,

which deferred

 all fees a

nd assess

ments ass

ociated w

ith poli

ce-regula

ted occ

upations a

nd

busine

sses fo

r up to

 120 day

s from the p

ayment

 due date

 and aut

omatic

ally ext

ended

 all p

olice

permits for 12

0 days fro

m their expir

ation date.

 The ordi

nance ex

pired o

n June

 30,202

0; and

WHEREAS, in J

uly of 2020, Sa

n Diego

 County

 was pla

ced on t

he State

's County

Monitori

ng Lis

t and th

e Gove

rnor ord

ered the c

losure

 of ind

oor act

ivities

 for re

staurant

s, bars,

fitness

 centers

, places

 of worsh

ip, indoor

 protest

s, offices

 for no

n-essen

tial sec

tors

, person

al care

services, hair s

alons, barb

ershops, and

 indoor

 malls; a

nd

WHEREAS, on Au

gust 28

,2020, Gover

nor Gavin

 Newso

m announ

ced the B

lueprin

t for

a Safer E

conomy, whic

h permitted the g

radual re

opening of

 certain businesse

s and act

ivities; and

WHEREAS, on Nove

mber 21, 20

20, the State P

ublic Health O

fficer issue

d a Limited

Stay at Ho

me Order that d

irected residen

ts in count

ies in th

e Widesprea

d (Purple) Tier

, includi

ng

San Diego C

ounty

, to stop

 non-ess

ential 

activiti

es betw

een 10

:00 p

.m. and

 5:00 a

.m.; an

d

WHEREAS, in Decemb

er of 2020, the Gov

ernor of California 

announce

d a Regiona

l

Stay H

ome Or

der whi

ch San D

iego C

ounty w

as un

der unt

il Janua

ry 25,2

021, w

hen the

 stay at

home order was lifted; and
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WHERE

AS, the

 Go

vern

or, th

e Sa

n D

iego

 Co

unt

y Pu

blic

 Hea

lth 

Offic

er

, for

mer M

ayor

Kev

in L

. Fau

lcon

er, and

 cur

rent

 Mayo

r To

dd G

lori

a hav

e is

sued

 a va

riety of

 ord

ers a

nd

dire

ctiv

es t

o re

spo

nd 

to t

he e

mer

gen

cy, inc

lud

ing

 clo

sing

 or s

ignif

ican

tly

 cu

rtai

ling

 cert

ain

bus

ines

s op

erat

ion

s, p

roh

ibiti

ng g

ath

erin

gs o

f 10

 peo

ple 

or m

ore

, and

 ca

nce

llin

g co

nfe

rence

s,

spor

ting

 eve

nts, and

 oth

er la

rge g

roup

 act

ivitie

s; an

d

WHERE

AS, bu

sine

ss c

losu

res 

and 

redu

ced b

usin

ess h

our

s, in 

addit

ion 

to pu

blic 

hea

lth

ord

ers 

to l

imit p

ubli

c ga

ther

ings

 an

d req

uire 

soc

ial 

dist

anc

e, co

ntin

ue to 

fina

ncial

ly im

pac

t loc

al

bus

ines

ses, an

d ar

e ca

usin

g fin

anci

al in

stab

ility

 for

 bus

ines

s ow

ner

s and

 emp

loy

ees;

 and

WHERE

AS, CO

VID

-19 

con

tinu

es to

 ca

use 

serio

us n

egati

ve i

mp

acts 

on t

he lo

cal

eco

nom

y an

d se

riou

s fi

nan

cia

l imp

acts

 to 

loca

l res

iden

ts an

d bu

sine

sse

s, in

clud

ing

 su

bstan

tial

loss

 of inc

ome

 due

 to 

the l

oss

 of co

mp

ensa

ble

 work

 hou

rs o

r wa

ges, la

yoff

s, an

d bu

sine

ss

clos

ures

; and

WHERE

AS, lo

ss o

f inco

me 

as a

 resu

lt of

 CO

VID-

19 m

ay pre

vent

 City r

esid

ent

s an

d

bus

ine

sses

 fro

m ful

fill

ing

 thei

r fi

nan

cia

l ob

lig

atio

ns; 

and

WHE

REA

S, m

any po

lice-

reg

ulat

ed bu

sine

sses

 hav

e bee

n u

nab

le to 

oper

ate f

or

 the 

last

year

 due

 to P

ubl

ic H

ealt

h Or

der

 res

tric

tions, b

ut h

ave

 con

tinu

ed t

o pay

 the 

perm

ittin

g fe

es; a

nd

WHERE

AS, in

 the in

tere

st of

 prot

ectin

g the p

ublic

 hea

lth

 and p

reven

ting 

tran

smissio

n of

COV

ID-

19, an

d to e

nco

urag

e pe

ople

 to s

tay

 hom

e an

d non

-esse

ntial

 bus

iness

 to 

ceas

e

oper

ation

s, it is

 esse

ntia

l to 

prov

ide 

finan

cial r

elie

f so p

eop

le ca

n mo

netar

ily

 sup

port 

them

selve

s

and 

avoi

d un

nece

ssar

y har

dshi

p du

ring

 the 

eme

rgenc

y, inc

ludi

ng th

e clo

sure 

of b

usine

sses

 and

emp

loy

ee l

ayo

ffs; 

and
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WHEREAS, unde

r San Diego M

unicipal

 Code (Mu

nicipal 

Code) Chap

ter 3, A

rticle

 3,

Division 3

, the City

 collects

 annual 

fees asso

ciated wi

th the in

spection

, regula

tion, and

enforcemen

t of laws gove

rning police-

regulated o

ccupations 

and businesse

s; and

WHEREAS, prior to t

he pandemic, the City

 had approxim

ately 2,900 i

ndividuals a

nd

businesses

 that require

 police permits; and

WHEREAS, despite the f

inancial hard

ship caused b

y the pandem

ic, approximat

ely 1,700

police-re

gulated occupat

ions and b

usinesses

 continue

d to pay

 their f

ees and renewed t

heir

permits; and

WHEREAS, police-reg

ulated occu

pation and business permits are

 valid for

 one year

upon paymen

t of an annual reg

ulatory fee; and

WHEREAS, failure to renew a permit results in penal

ty fees and assessments; and

WHEREAS, under the M

unicipal Cod

e, permits automat

ically expi

re and th

e occupat

ion

or business al

lowed by the

 permit must ceas

e if the fees are n

ot paid in th

e following ca

lendar

month; and

WHEREAS, this or

dinance tem

porarily defers the 

payment of fees relate

d to pol

ice-

regulated

 occupat

ions and

 busines

ses for tho

se busin

esses wh

o have re

newed the

ir permits

during t

he pande

mic; and

WHEREAS, this ordin

ance automa

tically exte

nds permits up to three

 months fro

m their

expiration date; and

WHEREAS, after three m

onths, this ordinance 

reduces 

permit fees for 

police-regul

ated

occupati

ons and b

usinesses

 that are 

renewed b

etween M

arch 31,

2021, 

and Feb

ruary 28,

2022,

by 25 percent; and
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WHEREAS, th

e Co

uncil

 find

s tha

t ad

optin

g this 

emer

genc

y ord

inanc

e is n

eces

sary a

nd

appro

priat

e to a

ddre

ss th

e thr

eats 

to the 

publi

c hea

lth, 

safety

, and

 welfar

e of its ci

tize

ns rel

ated

 to

the s

ignifi

cant

 econ

omic im

pacts 

of the 

COVI

D-19

 pand

emic,

 to pr

otect 

resid

ents

 and b

usine

sses

from

 und

ue fi

nanc

ial bu

rden 

and 

hard

ship, an

d to p

reven

t avo

idabl

e bus

iness 

closu

res a

nd

employ

ee lay-

offs; a

nd

WHERE

AS, San 

Diego C

harter

, Art

icle II

I, sec

tion 1

1 ves

ts all 

legisl

ative 

author

ity fo

r

the 

City in t

he C

oun

cil; a

nd

WHEREA

S, Ca

liforn

ia G

over

nmen

t Co

de se

ction

 8634

 allow

s the C

ouncil,

 as t

he

gover

ning b

ody

, to ma

ke or

ders a

nd regul

ations

 necess

ary to pro

vide

 for th

e prot

ectio

n of life

and p

roper

ty; an

d

WHEREAS, the C

ouncil 

finds t

hat ther

e is a

n emer

gency

 neces

sitating

 imme

diate

adop

tion 

of this 

ordin

ance

 purs

uant

 to S

an Diego 

Char

ter s

ection 

295;

 and

WHEREAS, und

er San 

Diego

 Chart

er se

ction

 280(a

)(3), this

 Ordin

ance

 is not 

subje

ct to

veto 

by th

e Mayor 

becau

se it 

is an 

emerge

ncy ord

inanc

e; an

d

WHEREA

S, 1

,601,05

4 gu

ns we

re sold

 statew

ide

 in 20

20,

 compa

red to 1

,240

,632 i

n 20

1

accord

ing to 

the De

partm

ent of Justic

e; and

WHEREAS

, unde

r San

 Diego

 Char

ter sec

tion

 295(e)

, a sup

ermajorit

y vo

te of

 the

 Counci

l

is req

uired

 for 

passa

ge of thi

s ord

inan

ce; N

OW, TH

EREF

ORE,

BE IT ORDAINED, by the 

Counci

l of the

 City o

f Sa

n Diego, as 

follow

s:

Sectio

n 1. T

hat be

ginnin

g Apri

l 1,20

21, al

l fees a

nd as

sessm

ents ass

ociated

 with 

the

renew

al of pol

ice-reg

ulated

 occu

pation

s and busin

ess pe

rmits tha

t expi

re betw

een March

 31,

2021

, and F

ebrua

ry 28,2

022, ar

e de

ferred

 up to

 three

 mont

hs fr

om the p

aym

ent d

ue da

te.
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Section 2. That beginning April 1,2021, all permits for police-regulated occupations

and businesses that expire between March 31, 2021, and February 28,2022, are automatically

extended three months from their expiration date.

Section 3. That beginning April 1, 2021, all police-regulated occupation and business

permits that are renewed between March 31,2021, and February 28,2022, will have the

regulatory fees specified in the Rate Book of City Fees and Charges reduced by 25 percent.

Section 4. That the adoption of this ordinance shall not limit or prohibit the Chief of

Police's ability to take regulatory action against permittees as authorized in the Municipal Code.

Section 5. That as used in this ordinance, "permits," and "permittees," have the same

definitions as in Municipal Code section 33.0201.

Section 6. That as used in this ordinance, "police-regulated" means all occupations and

businesses listed in Chapter 3, Article 3 of the Municipal Code.

Section 7. That this ordinance does not include fees and penalties associated with

burglary and panic alarm systems and permits regulated under Article 3, Chapter 3, Division 37.

Section 8. That this ordinance does not include fees and permit renewals associated with

firearms dealers regulated under Article 3, Chapter 3, Division 42.

Section 9. That this ordinance shall expire on March 1, 2022, unless extended by Council

action.

Section 10. That this ordinance is intended to supplement, not to duplicate or contradict,

applicable state and federal law and shall be construed in light ofthat intent.

Section 11. That the

 provisions of Article 1

, Division 2 of the M

unicipal Code, including

those relating to construction and interpretation, shall apply to this ordinance.
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Section 12. That a full rea

ding of this ordinance is d

ispensed with prior to passage, a

written copy having been made available to the Council and the public prior to the day of its

passage.

Section 13. That this ordinance 

is declared to be an emergency measure

 required for the

immediate preservation o

f the public peace

, safety, health

, and welfare purs

uant to San Diego

Charter 295 and shall take effect imm

ediately from the day of adoption by the affirmativ

e vote of

at least six 

members of the City

 Council.

APPROVED: MARA W. ELLIOTT, City Attorney

By /s/ Lara Easton

Lara Easton

Deputy City Attorney

LE:hm:sc

Dept: Council District 3

Doc. No.: 2627576

3/25/2021

4/06/2021 REV.
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Passe

d by the C

ounc

il of 

The C

ity of S

an D

iego o

n

 

APR 0 6 7071 ,

 

by the

 follow

ing vote:

Councilmembers

 Yeas

 

Nays

 Not Present

 

Recused

joe LaCava

Jennifer Campbell 0   U

Step

hen 

Whitbur

n 

0 

 

 

Il

Monic

a Mon

tgome

ry Ste

ppe 

 

 

 

Marni von Wilpert    l

Chris Cate

Raul A. Cam

pillo

Vivian Moreno    

Se

an 

0-Rive

ra 

 

 

 

Date o

f final pass

age

 

APR O 6 2021

AUTHENTICATED BY:

TODD GLORIA

Mayor of The City of San Diego, California.

ELIZABETH S. M

ALAND

f The City of San Diego, California.

(Seal)

City Clerl

8

 

/

V

V

V

L

L

, Deputy

1 HEREBY CERTIFY that the 

foregoi

ng ordina

nce was

 passed

 on the 

day of it

s introdu

ction,

to wit, on

 

A

P

R

 

0

-

6

 

2

0

2

1

 

,

 

said ordinan

ce being of t

he kind and 

character

author

ized for

 passag

e on its

 introd

uction by

 Section 

275 of

 the Cha

rter.

I FURTHER CERTIFY that s

aid ord

inance

 was read

 in full 

prior t

o passag

e or that

 such

reading

 was d

ispense

d with by a

 vote of five m

ember

s of the

 Council

, and that 

a wr

itten co

py of

the ordin

ance wa

s made av

ailable to 

each mem

ber of th

e Counci

l and th

e publ

ic prio

r to th

e day

of its passage.

 ELIZABETH S. MALAND

(Seal)

 

City Cle pf The City of San Diego, California.

B

y

 

t.

/

 

, Deputy

Office

 of the C

ity Clerk

, San Diego

, Califo

rnia

2

3

0

Ordinance Number 0-


