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RESOLUTION NUMBER R-
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3

6
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DATE OF FINAL PASSAGE

 AUG 0 3 2021

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

SAN DIEGO DETERMINING THAT THE APPROVAL OF THE

USE OF THE BALBOA PARK BOTANICAL BUILDING AND

GARDENS DONOR ACKNOWLEDGMENT PROGRAM, THE

NAMING OPPORTUNITIES PROGRAM, THE PROPOSED

AGREEMENT FOR NAMING RIGHTS FOR DONORS TO THE

RESTORATION OF THE BALBOA PARK BOTANICAL

BUILDING AND GARDENS PROJECT, AND WAIVING

COUNCIL FINAL APPROVAL OF EACH NAMING OR

RENAMING RIGHT THAT INCLUDES FUNDING AND

GRANTING FINAL APPROVAL AUTHORITY TO THE

MAYOR, OR HIS DESIGNEE, AND RELATED ACTIONS IS

STATUTORILY EXEMPT FROM THE CALIFORNIA

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT PURSUANT TO CEQA

GUIDELINES SECTION 15061(b)(3).

WHEREAS, the Califo

rnia Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public

 Resources

 Code

section 21000 et seq.), sect

ion 21084, states

 that the CEQA Guidelines thereto

 (California

 Code

of Regulatio

ns, Title 14, C

hapter 3, 

Section 1

5000 et seq.)

 shall list

 those cl

asses of projec

ts

which have bee

n determined not to have a sign

ificant effect

 on the environment and which shall

be exem

pt from CEQA; and

WHEREAS, pursu

ant to th

at authori

ty, CEQA Guidelines 

sections

 15060-15

065 list 

the

statutory ex

emptions pro

mulgated by the Calif

ornia State

 Legislatur

e; and

WHEREAS, the Development Services Department has established that the Proje

ct is

statutorily ex

empt from CEQA review pursuant to 

the "common sense" ex

emption set fort

h in

the CEQA Guidelines sectio

n 15061b)3) which states the

 general rule

 that CEQA applies only

to projects ha

ving the potenti

al to cause a sig

nificant effect o

n the envir

onment. Where it ca

n be
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seen with certain

ty that the

re is no possibil

ity that th

e activ

ity in ques

tion may have a sign

ificant

effect on the envir

onment the act

ivity is not sub

ject to C

EQA; and

WHEREAS, in 2016 the Balbo

a Park Conservancy (Conservan

cy) bega

n a project to

restore th

e Botanical B

uilding a

nd adjacen

t garden

s (Project

) in par

tnership with the City of San

Diego (City) Parks and

 Recreation D

epartment. The Project 

is divided

 into Phase I and

 Phase II.

The Conservan

cy plans to 

raise fund

s for Pha

se Il thro

ugh a cap

ital camp

aign in which donor

acknow

ledgment will be a 

key com

ponent;

 and

WHEREAS, the City desires

 to approve 

the use

 of the Donor Acknowledgment P

rogram

which ac

knowledges t

he accept

ance of donatio

ns in exc

hange for 

the placement of

 donor

 names

on pavers, ben

ches, interior

 water feature

s, pergola sta

tues, ums and pedestals

, drinking

fountains, in

terior plante

rs, and promenade path

ways through

out the Projec

t. consiste

nt with

Council P

olicy 10

0-02; and

WHEREAS, the C

ity desir

es to approve

 the use of

 the Naming Opportun

ities Pro

gram

develope

d by the City and Conservan

cy, which fo

rmalizes the r

oles and

 respon

sibilitie

s for

approval 

of potential 

donors an

d potentia

l gift levels f

or the n

aming right of

 each City asset

 in

the Project, co

nsistent

 with Coun

cil Policy

 900-20; and

WHEREAS, the

 City desire

s to appr

ove the

 use of

 a prop

osed Agreement for

 Naming

Rights for Donors to the R

estoration of the Balboa Park Bo

tanical Building and Gardens Project

(Agreement) which formalizes the City's consent

 to name a City asset in the Proj

ect pursuant

 to

the Agreement, in exchange

 for a spec

ific donatio

n amount from

 a donor;

 and

WHEREAS, the C

ity desires 

to waive th

e provisi

on in Co

uncil 

Policy 900

-20 that

requires the Council of the City of San Diego (Council) prov

ide final approva

l for all naming or

-PAGE 2 OF 4-



(R-2021-548)

COR. C

OPY

 2

renaming rig

hts of City ass

ets that

 includ

e fundi

ng in 

the Project

. and g

rant fin

al appro

val

author

ity to the M

ayor, 

or his d

esignee

; and

WHEREAS, the

 Cou

ncil h

as co

nside

red the p

otent

ial en

viron

menta

l effec

ts of

 the

Project; and

WHEREAS, on

 

J

U

L

 

2

 

2

0

2

1 

, 

2021, t

he Council 

held a dul

y notic

ed pu

blic

meeting and c

onside

red the w

ritten r

ecord for th

e Proj

ect as w

ell as a

ny pub

lic com

ment; an

d

WHEREAS, the

 Counc

il, using

 its ind

epende

nt judg

ment, h

as dete

rmined tha

t the Project

will not 

have a

 signifi

cant ef

fect o

n the e

nvironm

ent bec

ause

 pursua

nt to CEQA Secti

on

15352(

a), the ac

tion of reque

sting approv

al of the Ba

lboa 

Park Botanic

al Building

 Donor

Acknow

ledgment an

d Naming Pro

gram, propo

sed Agreem

ent, an

d requesti

ng a waiver o

f City

Council 

final ap

proval

 of the na

ming rights

 does n

ot cons

titute a

pprova

l of a "pro

ject"

 as define

d

in CEQA Guidelin

es Sect

ion 153

78. Approva

l of the Ba

lboa

 Park Bo

tanical Build

ing and

Garden

's Resto

ration

 projec

t will occ

ur onc

e an a

pplicat

ion is 

submitted for r

eview

 in

accord

ance w

ith the 

provisio

ns of CEQA Sectio

n 150

04 which pro

vide

s direction

 to lead

agencie

s on th

e appro

priate

 timing for

 environ

mental re

view, an

d the City's

 Land Develop

ment

Code (L

DC). Ther

efore, t

he pro

posed

 action is ex

empt from

 CEQA review pursua

nt to

 the

"conu

non s

ense" 

exemption s

et forth

 in C

EQA Guideline

s Sect

ion 15

061(b)(3), wh

ich stat

es the

general

 rule th

at CEQA applies

 only to

 projec

ts hav

ing the

 potent

ial to cau

se a signi

ficant

 effect

on the

 enviro

nment. Where it 

can be 

seen with cert

ainty that t

here is

 no poss

ibility th

at the

activity in

 question

 may have a s

ignifican

t effect 

on the e

nvironment the act

ivity is n

ot subjec

t to

CEQA. This 

action will not f

oreclos

e revi

ew of altern

atives or 

mitigati

on measures 

by the 

public

as part of the futu

re CEQA process;

 NOW. THEREFORE.

-PAGE 3 OF 4-



(R-2021-548)

COR. COPY

 2

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of San Diego, that the Project is

statutorily exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15061(b)(3).

APPROVED: MARA W. ELLIOTT, City Attorney

By // Jane M. Boardman

Jane M. Boardman

Deputy City Attorney

JMB:nja

06/23

/2

1

07/16/21 Cor. Copy

07/27/21 Cor. Copy 2

Or. Dept: Parks & Recreation Dept.

Doc. No.: 2698651_2

I certify that the foregoing Resolution was passed by the Council of the City of San Diego, at this

meeting of 07/20/2021

ELIZABETH S. MALAND

City Clerk

By /s/ Gil Sanchez for Linda Irvin

Deputy City Clerk

Aproved:

(dte)

1 / TOD GLORIA.LIÇíayor ì

Vetoed:

(date)

 

TODD GLORIA, Mayor
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Passed 

by the Co

uncil o

fThe City of San 

Diego on

 

JUL 2 0 2021 ,

 

by the fo

llowing vote:

Councilmembers

 Yeas 

Nays

 

Not Present

 Recused

joe LaCava ,

Jennifer Campbell   

Stephen W

hitburn 

0

 

El 

 

Monica Montgo

mery Step

pe 

 

 

 

Marni von Wilpert   El - 

Chris Cate   

Raul A. Campillo   l 

Vivian Moreno  0  

Sean Elo-Rivera 21   

Dat

e of

 fin

al pa

ssa

ge

 AUG 0 3 2021

(Please not

e: When a re

solution 

is approv

ed by the Mayor, t

he date o

f final passag

e is the

date the ap

proved res

olution was

 returned to

 the Office of the

 City Clerk.)

AUTHENTICATED BY:

TODD GLORIA

Mayor of The City of San Diego, California.

(Seal)

ELIZABETH S. MALAND

City Clerk of The City of San Diego, California.

. .

ByYL

  .U6y-) , eputy

Office of the City Clerk, San Diego, California
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