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RESOLUTION NUMBER R-

 

313859

DATE OF FINAL PASSAGE
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1 

2

72

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

SAN DIEGO RECONSIDERING THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF

THE STATE OF EMERGENCY RELATED TO COVID-19 AND

MAKING FINDINGS TO CONTINUE TELECONFERENCING

PUBLIC MEETINGS PURSUANT TO THE RALPH M.

BROWN ACT.

WHEREAS, a novel coro

navirus, COVID-19,

 causes infectious di

sease and was 

first

detected in other countries in December 2019; and

WHEREAS

, COVID-19 

symptoms

 include

 fever, coug

h, and

 shortness

 ofbreath, an

d

those who ha

ve been afflic

ted have e

xperienced an

ything from mild illnes

s to

 death;

 and

WHEREAS, the Cen

ters for Disease Contro

l and Prevention co

nsiders COVID-19

 to be a

very serious public heal

th threat, and the World Hea

lth Organization de

clared the COVID-19

outbreak to be a global pandemic; and

WHEREAS, on February 19, 2020, 

the County

 Board of Supervisors

 ratified a

declaration of local health emergency related to COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, on March 4,2020, Governor Gavin Newsom proclaimed a state of

emergency in California as a result of the threat of COVID-19 that remains in effect today; and

WHEREAS, the Governor's Executive Orders N-25-20 and N-29-20, issued on

March 12,2020 and March 17, 2020, respectively, suspended provisions of the Ralph M. Brown

Act (Brown

 Act) related to teleconfer

encing of meetings

, permitti

ng local jurisdic

tions

 to hold

public meetings via telecon

ferencing and allowing me

mbers of

 the public to observe

 and address

the meeting tele

phonically or otherwise

 electronically;

 and
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WHEREAS

, the Gover

nor's Exe

cutive Orde

rs N-08-2

1 and N-15-2

1, issue

d on

June 11, 2021 and Septem

ber 20,2021, r

espectively, ex

tended the susp

ension of the

 Brown Act

provisions th

rough Septem

ber 30, 202

1; and

WHEREAS,

 on Septemb

er 16, 202

1, the Gove

rnor signe

d Assembl

y Bill 361 

which

provides

 that a loc

al agency

 may use

 revised

 teleconfe

rencing

 rules in

 Califo

rnia Gove

rnment

Code sectio

n 54953(e) i

f the legislat

ive body 

makes certai

n findings

 reconsider

ing the

circumsta

nces of

 the state

 of emergency

 and those

 finding

s are recons

idered

 every

 30 days

; an

d

WHEREAS

, at the City

 of San

 Diego COV

ID-19 Response 

and Recove

ry Comm

ittee

meeting

 on Septe

mber 20

, 2021, Co

unty Pub

lic Healt

h Official

s told

 the Co

mmittee

 members

that they anti

cipate a fifth

 wave of COVID-1

9 cases this winter

, espe

cially among

 people w

ho

are unvaccinated; and

WHEREAS

, the Califor

nia Occupa

tional Safe

ty and H

ealth Standa

rds Board ad

opted

California Cod

e of Regulations, ti

tle 8, section

 3205, which

 states, "par

ticles contai

ning

 the virus

can trave

l more th

an six fee

t, espec

ially indo

ors, so ph

ysical di

stancing,

 face cov

erings,

increased vent

ilation indoors

, and respirat

ory protection

 decrease t

he spread

 of COVID-1

9, but

are mos

t effec

tive whe

n used

 in com

bination

"; and

WHEREAS,

 on Septembe

r 23, 202

1, the Coun

ty of San D

iego's Pub

lic Health

 Official,

Dr. Wilma Wo

oten, issued

 a letter recomm

ending the 

utilization of

teleconferen

cing options

 for

public meeti

ngs as an eff

ective and r

ecommended 

social dista

ncing mea

sure to 

facilitate

participation 

in public affa

irs and encou

rage participa

nts to protect

 themselves an

d others fro

m

the CO

VID-19 vis; 

and

WHEREAS,

 on December 

7, 2021, the Co

unty Publi

c Health Offi

cer, Dr.

 Wilma Wooten

reported 

to the Co

unty Boar

d of

 Supervis

ors that 

"the Cou

nty is st

ill see

ing incr

eased CO

VID-19

cases due 

to the delta 

variant"; 

and
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WHEREA

S, accordin

g to the CD

C Levels 

ofTransmiss

ion, Califor

nia's le

vel of

transmiss

ion of COVID-1

9 is "hig

h transm

ission"

 with San

 Diego'

s level

 determ

ined

 to also

 be

"high tr

ansmiss

ion;" an

d

WHEREAS, 

on January 5,

2022, Govern

or Gavin News

om sig

ned Executi

ve Order

N-1-22 e

xtending

 the abili

ty for th

e State legi

slature an

d local sc

hool board

s to mee

t virtuall

y

stating tha

t the stat

ewide se

ven-day a

verage ca

se rate h

as increa

sed by 80

5 percen

t the n

umber

of COVID-19 h

ospitalized pat

ients has increa

sed by 154

 percent, an

d the surge

 is being dr

iven

by the recen

t emergence of the Omi

cron variant,

 which has recent

ly been est

imated to a

ccount

for approx

imately 7

0 perce

nt of cases seq

uenced na

tionally; a

nd

WHEREAS,

 early data s

uggest that t

he Omicron

 variant is mo

re transmi

ssible than t

he

Delta

 varia

nt; an

d

WHEREAS

, according 

to the Coun

ty of San Diego 

COVID-19 Watch - Wee

kly

Coronavirus Surveillance R

eport, during the week

 of December 19, 2021 through Decem

ber 25,

2021, there w

ere 12,170 cas

es and 36 dea

ths and duri

ng the week

 of Decemb

er 26, 2021 th

rough

January 1,2022, t

here were 29,53

6 cases and 27 

deaths; and

WHEREAS

, the state

 ofemergency

 continues

 to directly im

pact the

 ability of

 the

 City

Council mem

bers to meet sa

fely in person;

 and

WHEREAS, the public h

ealth and safety of attendees at public hear

ings in the City is of

the utmo

st impor

tance; an

d

WHEREAS, 

under San Di

ego Charte

r section 

280(a)(1), thi

s resolutio

n is not 

subject to

veto by the Ma

yor because

 this matter

 is exclusive

ly within the purvie

w of the

 City Counci

l and

not affecting the adminis

trative service of

 the City under the control o

f the Mayor; NOW,

THEREFORE,
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BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of San Diego, and also sitting as the

legislative body of

 the Housing Authority

 of the City of San Diego a

nd of

 

the Public

 Facilities

Financing 

Authority

, as foll

ows:

1. That the recitals set forth above are true and correct and form the basis for the

findings of this Resolution.

2. That t

he Council 

finds that the

re is an existin

g proclaime

d state of eme

rgency

 and the

state of emergency continues to 

directly impact

 the ability of memb

ers to meet safely

in person.

3. That to the extent legally permissible, this finding applies to all boards, commissions,

and committees of

 the City of San Diego, inc

luding those establish

ed by the

 City

Council or

 where the C

ity Council

 sits as the legi

slative body

 of 

the applic

able ent

ity

and are subject to th

e Brown Act, and further

 to all City boa

rds, commissio

ns, and

committees 

created under

 the City Ch

arter and

 those that 

comply w

ith the Bro

wn

 Act

under direc

tion from the City C

ouncil.

APPROVED: MARA W. ELLIOT, City Attorney

By /sl Heather Ferbert

Heather Ferbert

Chief Deputy City Attorney

HMF:sc

01/06/2022

Or.Dept: Council

Doc. No.: 2851726
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Passed by the

 Council of Th

e City of San 

Diego on

 

JAN 1 1 2022 ,

 

by the following vote:

Coun

cilme

mber

s Yeas

 

N

ays

 Not Present Recused

joe LaCava

Jen

nifer

 Cam

pbe

ll 

0 

 

 

Stephen Whitburn

Moni

ca Mon

tgome

ry Ste

ppe 

 

E 

El 

[J

Marni von Wilpert 0 l l l

Chris Cate 

Raul A. Campillo

Vivian Moreno    

Sean

 Elo-R

ivera

 

 

 

 

J

A

N

 

1

1

 

2

0

2

2

Date of final passage

(Please note: When a res

olution is app

roved by the

 Mayor, the

 date of

 final pass

age is the

date the ap

proved res

olution wa

s returne

d to the Office

 of

 the City

 Clerk

.)

AUTHENTICATED BY:

TODD GLORIA

Mayor of The City of San Diego, California.

(Seal)

ELIZABETH S. MALAND

City Clerk ofhe City of San Diego, California.

B

y

 

j

A

N

v

.

, Deputy

Office of the City Clerk, San Diego, California

3

1

3

8

5

9
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