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ORDINANCE NUMBER 0-

 

206 (NEW SERIES)

DATE OF FINAL PASSAGE

 

JAN 1 3 2023

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 5, ARTICLE 11,

DIVISION 3 OF THE SAN DIEGO MUNICIPAL CODE BY

AMENDING SECTION 511.03

07; AMENDING CHAPTER 6,

ARTICLE 3, DIVISION 00 BY AMENDING SECTIONS 63

.20,

63.20.1, 63.20.2, 63.20.3, 63.20.5, 63.20.6, 63.20.7, 63.20.8,

63.20.9, 63.20.12, 63.20.13, 63.20.14, 63.20.20, AND 63.20.22,

AND BY AMENDING CHAPTER 6, ARTICLE 3, DIVISION 1

BY AMENDING SECTION 63.0102 RELATING TO BEACH

FIRES.

WHEREAS, the

 San Diego Municipal

 Code (M

unicipal

 Code) addr

esses f

ires in beach

areas an

d in public p

arks; and

WHEREAS, the 

amendments to the M

unicipal 

Code will clarif

y rules a

bout build

ing

permissible

 fires in

 beac

h areas a

nd in public

 park

s so that re

gulatio

ns rega

rding

 fire

s in those

areas are clear and consistent; and

WHEREAS, the amendments will also

 improve e

nforcement efforts and

 address

 safety

conc

erns

 due

 to h

ot co

als; a

nd

WHEREAS, air q

uality will be im

proved

 from the elim

ination

 of fires bu

ilt in portab

le

wood-fu

eled devices

; and

WHEREAS, th

e amendments w

ill als

o reflect 

that the

 words "

Park a

nd Recreati

on" will

state "Pa

rks and R

ecreation

" in accorda

nce with Municipa

l Code secti

on 22.1801(b); and

WHEREAS, the 

Office of

the City Attorney has drafted this ord

inance b

ased on the

information provid

ed by City staff

 includi

ng information provi

ded by affect

ed third p

arties a

nd

verified by City staff, with the un

derstan

ding that t

his information is complete, 

true, a

nd

accur

ate; N

OW

, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Council o

f the City of San Diego, as

 follow

s:
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Section 1. That Chapter 5, Article 11, D

ivision 3 of

 the San Diego Municipa

l Code is

amended by amending section 511.0307, to read as follow

s:

§511.0307

 

Open Burning,

 Recreationa

l Fires and

 Portabl

e Outdoor

 Fireplace

s

(a) Local Amendment. Section 307.4.1, Bonfires, is amended to read as

follows:

A.bonfire shall not be condu

cted within 50 feet of a structure or

 combustible

material unless the f

ire is contained in a barbecue pit. Conditions which

could cause a fire to sp

read within 50 feet of

 a structur

e shall be el

iminated

prior to ignition.

Exceptions:

(1) Fires in beach areas shall b

e in accordance with San Diego

Municip

al Code se

ctions

 63.20.5(c),(d),(e),(f,(

h),and

 (i).

Beach area

 has the 

same meaning as

 in San

 Diego Municipal Code

se

ct

io

n 

63

.2

0(

b).

(2) [No change in text.]

Section 2. That Chapter 6, 

Article 3, D

ivision

 00 of the San Diego Municipal 

Code is

amended by amending sections 63.20, 63.20.1, 63.20.2, 63.20.3, 63.20.5, 63.20.6, 63.20.7,

63.20.8, 63.20.9, 63.20.12, 63.20.13, 63.20.14, 63.20.20, AND 63.20.22, to read as follows:

§63.20

 

Beach Areas - Authority and Control

(a) [No.change in text.]

(b) For purpos

es of section

 63.20 through 

section 63.20.28 and

section 63.0102, the 

term beach a

rea means any beach or

 land (with

waters immediately abutting or adjacen

t) under

 thejurisdi

ction and

 control

-PAGE 2 OF 14-



(O-2023-91)

COR. COPY

§63.20.1

of the Parks and Recreation Department as set forth in paragraph (a) of

this section

. For exam

ple, the bea

ch area inclu

des the are

a between the

boardwalk or private property to the water, but not areas controlled by

private entities throug

h ownership or agreem

ent. The beach area does not

include parks, which are separatel

y regulated in Chapter 6, Article 3,

Divisions 00 and 1 of this Code.

(c) [No change in text.]

(d) Throughout this Article, the term City-providedre ring means a

container

 made ofconc

rete and pre-ins

talled in certain beach

 areas.

Authority to Enforce Provisions

It is the dut

y of the Parks a

nd Recreation Director, as th

e City Manager's

designeè, to enforce the provisions of

 these sections. Designated employees of the

Parks and Recreation Department are charged with the duty of maintaining peace,

order, and safety in beach areas an

d are empowered to assist t

he police 

officers 

of

the City of San Diego in the enforcement of the provision

s of these sectio

ns,

including the power to make arrests for the violat

ion ofthese provisions.

Whenever a power is granted to, or a duty is imposed upon, the Director, the

power may be exerc

ised, or the d

uty may be perfo

rmed by the Park

s and

Recreation Director, or any person the Director may designate for 

the

enforcement of these regulations.
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§63.20.2 Water Activity Zones Established

(a) It is the intent and purpose of

 the Council in enacting Secti

on, 63.20.2, to

regulate recreational

 water activities such

 as swimming, board sur

fing, and

boat launching in and upon the waters and lands of all beach areas.

(b) There are established, in and upon the waters and beaches under the

jurisdiction and control of the Parks and Recreation Department

six activity zones. Unless otherwise defined and with the exception

 of

Closed Zones, all activity zones shall extend 1,000 feet seaward from the

mean high tide line. Boat Launch Zones shall also include the adjacent

beach area. The six activity zones are a

s follows:·

SWIMMING ZONE

BOARD SURFING ZONE

CONTROL ZONE

NO BOARD SURFING ZONE

CLOSED ZONE

BOAT LAUNCH ZONE

The bou

ndaries o

f each zone are 

designated

 from time to time by

resolution of the Council of the City of San Diego. These bounda

ries

notwithstanding, City of San Diego lifeguards may, due to weather, crowd

conditions, specia

l events, or other

 factors, alter the

 boundaries on any

given day; and persons shall b

e notified of any change by

 signs, signals,

verbal warnings, or other

 means. A heckered 

flag may be posted on the

boundary line between two activity zones and when so posted shall
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§63.20.3

§63.20.5

constitute due n

otification of the boundary whether it is the r

egular

boundary fixed by resolution ofthe Council or a temporary change in the

boundary made by lifeguar

ds. Nothing in this Sect

ion, 63.20.2, empowers

lifeguards to permanently change existing boundaries.

(c) through (h) [No change in text.]

Warning Signals

(a) It is unlawful for an

y person to bathe, swim, surfbo

ard ride, row

, canoe, 

or

operate a sailboat

 or power boat or similar device in, on

, or upon·water

when warning signals have bee

n placed on or upon that water or the

adjacent

 beach are

a excep

t for the

 purpose

 ofmaking a rescue.

(b) [No change in text.]

Waste, R

efuse

, Fires

(a) It is un

lawful for

 any person

 to leav

e, discard

 deposit or

 throw away any

glass con

tainer, tin can, w

aste food, 

papers, o

r any refuse or

 rubbish upon

any beach are

a in the City of San Diego. All waste materials sh

all be

deposited in trash cans or receptacles p

rovided for that pur

pose.

(b) It is unlaw

ful for any

 person to move, rum

mage through

, turn ove

r,

remove, deface, or kn

ock down any trash can or recepta

cle placed in any

beach area by the City.

(c) It is unlaw

ful for any person to build, maintain, u

se, or be w

ithin ten feet

of a fire in any beach are

a that is no

t in a City-providedß

re nng or

contained within a portable propane-fuele

d device, unle

ss approved 

in

writing by the City Manager.
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(d) Fires may be built in City-providedßre rings using fire materials limited

to charcoal, clean wood or paper products, none of which contains

landscape debris, paint, stain, sealer, wood preservative, cloth, rubber,

metal (including nails and other hardware), asphalt foam rubber, plastic,

or any similar matter or material producing noxious fumes, odors, smoke,

or leaving any type of solid residue other than ash. Fire materials shall not

exceed a height of more than twelve inches above the upper edge ofthe

Ciy-providedfre ring and must be wholly contained within the inside

edge of the City-provided jìre ring.

(e) It is permissible to use a portable propane

-fueled device in beach areas

consistent with Municipal Code section 63.20.5(c). Permissible devices

are limited to liquefied-petroleum LP (including propane) gas fueled

devices having LP gas containers. Other fuel materials are not permitted in

portable devices.

(f) It is unlawful to use a City-providedßre ring for purposes of disposal or

for any

 purpose ot

her than building

 of fires for

 cooking, w

armth or for th

e

deposit of coals.

(g) [No change in text.]

(h) It is unlawful for any person who has built, maintained, used, or been

within ten feet ofa fire i

n a beach area to abandon the fire u

ntil all ignited

fire fuel material has been exhausted or extinguish

ed. Sand, dirt, 

or similar

material shall not be 

employed as an extinguishing material. Extingui

shed

ashes shal

l not be co

vered but may be left in City-providedf

ìre rings. All
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unused

 fire m

aterial

 must be

 removed from the

 beach 

area and the

adjace

nt publ

ic are

as of the b

each or p

ark. All refuse o

r rubb

ish adjac

ent

to the 

City-prov

ided fire

 ng must be

 removed

 from

 the beac

h area o

r

placed

 in trash recept

acles pr

ovided

 for su

ch purpo

se, so th

at the

 beach

 is

left in a clean,

 sanitar

y, and

 present

able con

dition.

(i) 

It is u

nlawful fo

r any perso

n to us

e a C

pprovi

dedf

ìreing or a port

able

propan

e-fuele

d device i

n any beach

 area between the ho

urs of

 12:00 a.m.

and 5

:00 a.m. However, th

e City Manager 

may issu

e a per

mit to 

allow a

fire in a City-provided

fìre rng between the hours

 of 12:00 á.m

. and

5:00 a.m.

(j) 

It is u

nlawful fo

r any

 perso

n to posses

s any

 hous

ehold

rnitur

e at any

designate

d public ar

ea. "Householdfurnitu

re" mans tems suh as,but

not lim

ited to, din

ing tables, 

coffee t

ables, c

hairs, l

amps, so

fas, cou

ches,

recliners, a

nd other similar items ordinari

ly intend

ed and made for use

 in

the int

erior of a hom

e. Each piece o

f hous

eholdfrnitur

e poss

essed shall

constit

ute a s

eparate

 and punish

able vi

olation 

of sect

ion 63.20.5(j

).

Sectio

n 63.20.5(j

) does

 not a

pply

 to a spec

ial eve

nt or

 com

mercia

l spec

ial

event for

 which a special e

ventpermit has bee

n issued pursuant

 to

section

 22.4004. For th

e purp

oses o

f secti

ons 63.20.5) and 63.20.5

00, a

designa

tedpubl

ic area

 includes

 the follo

wing areas:

(1

) 

[No c

ha

nge

 in

 te

xt

.

]

(2) Allland areas 

ofMission B

ay Park, 

includin

g Fiesta Is

land, F

anuel

Street Pa

rk Sail Bay, Crown Point B

ayside W

alk, Ocean Beach
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§63.20.6

§6

3

.2

0

.7

Athletic Area (Robb Field), Dusty Rhodes Park Santa Clara Point,

and Bob McEvoy Youth Fi

elds (Mission Bay Youth Fields),

including all parking lots.

(k

) 

[N

o c

ha

nge

 in

 tex

t]

Certain Lifeguards Designated Harbor Police

(a) [No change in text.]

(b) Those life

guards des

ignated as Boating Safety Unit members, who enforce

laws of the State of California and the City of San Diego which pertain

 to

boating, are designated as Harbor Police; are declared to be regularly

employed and paid as such; and are authorized and empowered to act as

Harbor Police

 while on duty in the beach ar

ea.

(c) [No chang

e in text.]

Driving Vehicles On Beach Prohibited; Exceptions; 

Speed Limit On Beach

(a) Except as p

ermitted by the Director and except a

s specific

ally permitted

on Fiesta Island in Mission Bay, no person may drive or cau

se to be driven

any motor vehicle as defined in the California Vehicle Code on any beach,

or any adjacent 

sidewalk or turf; pro

vided, how

ever, that m

otor vehicles

which are bein

g actively used for

 the launc

hing or be

aching of a boat may

be operate

d across a

 beach area 

designated

 as a boat laun

ch zone.

(b) through (c) [No change in text.]

§63.20.8

 

Lifeguards 

Authorized 

to Enforce Sta

te and Local Codes -

 Arrests and

Citations

(a) [No change in text.]
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(b) Lifeguards of

 the City of San Diego are authori

zed empowered and given

the duty to enforce provisions of the San Diego Municipal Code and

misdemeanors designated in the State Codes; to make arrests without a

warrant whenever any such lifeguard has reasonable cause to believe that

the person to be arrested has committed a misdemeanor in the lifeguard's

presence; and while engaged in the performance of their duties, to arrest

persons and issue citations for violations of all Codes under the provisions

ofMunicipal Code section 836.5 and 853.6 of the Penal Code ofthe State

of California when violations occur in City of San Diego beach areas.

§63.20.9

 

Boat Beaching Areas and Boat Launching Zones, Béaching Prohibited

Elsewhere

The Director may designate any beach area or portion thereof as an area which

may be used for the purpose of beaching or launching boats, and may establish

and collect fees for the use of such boat beaching or launching areas, subject to

the approval of the City Council. Such provisions shall be effective when signs

are posted in such areas giving notice of such designation and fees.

No boat or vessel, excepting inñatable boats which are not propelled by

machinery, may be launched or retrieved from any beach area in the City except

in a designated boat beaching area or boat launching

 zone. Boats or vessels

 in

distress are exempted from the foregoing provided there is a verifiable emergency

immediately threatening persons or property and provided the boat or vessel can

reach the shore without further threatening the safety of other persons or property.

The burden of proof that an emergency exists or existed rests with the owner and

pilot or person in command of the boat or vessel.
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§6

3

.2

0

.1

2

Dogs Prohibited

(a) through (c) [No change in text]

(d) Legally licensed dogs shall be allowed to go unleashed in Fiesta Island in

Mission Bay Park or to the beach area at the west end of San Diego River

§63.20.13

§63

.20

.14

Floodway, also known as the Ocean Beach Flood Control Channel, which

areas are more specifically shown outlined in red on that map on file with

the Office of the City Clerk of the City of San Diego as Document

No. 740061.

(e) [No change in text.]

Rules to be Followed; Posting

It is unlawful for any person, firm or corporation within the limits ofany beach

areas of the City of San Diego to do any act or acts contrary to the rules

established by the Director for the use of the beach area, provided however, that

the rules shall be conspicuously posted in the beach area.

Employee Exceptions

Nothing in these Sections shall be construed to prevent any employee ofthe Parks

and Recreation Department from doing anything that in the opinion of the City

Manager or of the Parks and Recreation Director may be thought necessary and

proper for the maintenance, improvement, or betterment of any beach area, and

further that nothing herein contained shall be construed to prevent any employee

or agent ofthe City of San Diego from doing anything that in the opinion of the

City Council may be thought necessary or proper for the best interests of the City

of San Diego.
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§63.20.20 Sale or Rental of Merchandise, Goods, Property, Etc. Prohibited; Exceptions

It is unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to attempt to cay on or to

carry on any commercial operat

ion to rent or se

ll merchandise

 ofany kind or to

beach or moor any vessel for the purpose of displaying it for rental or sale, in any

beach area, as defined in Municipal Code section 63.20, including Mission Bay

Park, unless licensed or otherwise specifically permitted to do so by the Director.

This is specifically intended to include a commercial operation which involves

delivering merchandise, a rental item or a service to a beach area whether or not

a financial transaction takes place within the beach area. Lessees and others who

carry on a commercial operation under the terms of a formal agreement with the

City are exempt from this section. Commercial fishers are permitted to use beach

areas provided that their activity does not interfere with recreation.

If advertising of any kind, other than incidental advertising permanently affixed to

the side of a vehicle, is displayed in the beach area, it shall constitute prima facie

evidence that the actions ofthe person, firm, or corporation responsible for

introducing the advertising within the beach area violate this section.

Persons convicted of this offense shall be punis

hed by the following minimum

fines:

First Offense- $50.00

Se

co

nd

 O

ff

en

se

--

$3

00.0

0

Third and future offenses- $700.00
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§63

.20

.22

 

Abando

ning Boats a

nd Other P

roper

ty Prohi

bited,

 Moorin

g and

 Anchora

ge

Regulated

(a) 

Excep

t as o

therw

ise perm

itted by this 

Code an

d exc

ept a

s may be

permitted by the Director, it is

 unlawful:

(1) To allow

 vessel

s, boa

ts, vehic

les, o

r railer

s to remain unattend

ed

in any beac

h are

a, incl

uding the a

djacen

t waters an

d Mission Bay

Park.

(2) 

[No cha

nge 

in text.

]

(3) 

To moor or

 anch

or any

 vesse

l, or f

or the

 owner o

f a vess

el to

 allow

that vesse

l to be moored or anc

hored and leav

e that ve

ssel

unoccu

pied for more tha

n two hours

 in Zuni

ga Jet

ty Shoals

. For

purp

oses 

of sectio

n 63

.20.22, 

Zuniga J

etty Shoa

ls mean

s the a

rea

within the foll

owing Global Po

sitioning System coordi

nates:

32°41'00" N/117°13'25' W

32°41'09" N/ 117°11'38' W

32°40'00" N/ 117°11'38' W

32°40'00" N/ 117°13'25' W

(b) through (c) [No change in text.]

(d) Any sunken

 or aban

doned vessels,

 rafts, wharves

, build

ings, or

 other

.obstr

uctio

ns fou

nd upon

 any beach

 area

 within

 the C

ity of San

 Diego,

includi

ng the ad

jacent w

aters a

nd Mission

 Bay Pa

rk, may be re

moved,

destro

yed, s

old, or

 other

wise di

sposed

 ofby the Direct

or a

t the

 expe

nse of

the ow

ner and

 without 

any liabili

ty to the 

City for a

ny dam

age to 

any

property ofthe owner.
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(e) [No change

 in text.]

Section 3. That Chapter 6, Article 3, Division 1 of the San Diego Municipal Code is

amended by amending

 section 63.0102, to

 read as follow

s:

§63.0102

 

Use of Public Park

s and Beaches Regulated

(a) [No change

 in text.]

(b) It is unlawful for any

 person within any public

 park or plaza or pub

lic

beach or beach areas within the City of San Diego to do

 any ofth

e acts

enumerated in Sectio

n 63.0102(b

).

(1) through (10) [No change in text.]

(11) Fires. It is unlawful to kindle or allow to be kindled any fire,

bonfire, Tiki Torch, or any device set on

 fire for en

tertainment

purposes

, or to throw

 upon the gro

und a lighte

d match, lighted

cigar or ci

garette, or

 anythin

g that w

ould be liable to

 set fire

 to any

grass, tree

, shrub, b

uilding, o

r other pro

perty; provid

ed, however,

that not

hing in Municipal C

ode sect

ion 63.0102(b)(11) proh

ibits

persons from kindling fires in City-providedfì

re rings or port

able

propane-fueled devices as perm

itted in Municipal Code section

63.20.5(c).

(12) through (28) [No change in text.]

(c) through

 (e) [No change in

 text]

Section 4. That a full rea

ding of this ordinan

ce is dispens

ed with prior to passag

e, a

written copy having been made avail

able to the Council a

nd the pu

blic pri

or to the 

day of its

passage.
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Section 5. That this ordin

ance shall ta

ke effect and be in force on the thirtieth day from

and after its final passage.

APPROVED: MARA W. ELLIOTT, City Attorney

By /s/Catherine C. Morrison

Catherine C. Morrison

Deputy City Attorney

CCM:jvg

October 17, 2022

December 8,2022 COR. COPY

Or.Dept: Council D

istrict 1

Doc. No.: 3156675

I hereby certify that th

e foregoin

g Ordinanc

e was assed

 by the Council of the City of

San Diego, at 

this meeting of

 

JAN 1 0 2023

ELIZAB

TH S. M

AL

AND

City Cle# ,

 IAA

Deputy City Clerk

Approved:

 

1

/

 

/

 

-

 

(date)

 

TODD 

1t

, Mayor

Vetoed:

(date)

 

TODD GLORIA, Mayor
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STRIKEOUT ORDINANCE

OLD LANGUAGE: *uel

ut

NEW LANGUAGE: Double Underline

ORDINANCE NUMBER O-

 

(NEW SERIES)

DATE OF FINAL PASSAGE

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 5, ARTICLE 11,

DIVISION 3 OF THE SAN DIEGO MUNICIPAL CODE BY

AMENDING SECTION 511.0307; AMENDING CHAPTER 6,

ARTICLE 3, DIVISION 00 BY AMENDING SECTIONS 63.20,

63.20.1,63

.20.2,63.20.3,63.20.5,63.20.6,63

.20.7,63.20.8,

63.20.9,63.20.12,63.20.13,63.20.14,63.20.20, AND 63.20.22,

AND BY AMENDING CHAPTER 6, ARTICLE 3, DIVISION 1

BY AMENDING SECTION 63.0102 RELATING TO BEACH

FIRES.

§511.0307

Article 11: Fire Protection and Prevention

Division 3: General Precautions Against Fire

Open Burning, Recreatio

nal Fires and

 Portable Outdoor 

Fireplaces

(a) Ieeal-Amendme Lcal. Amendment. Section 307.4.1, Bo

nfires, is

amended to read as follows:

A bonfire shall not be condu

cted within 50 feet -240-mm of a structur

e or

combustible

 material u

nless the

 fire is 

contained

 in a barb

ecue p

it. Conditio

ns

which could cause a fire to spread

 within 50 feet -240-mm of a str

ucture

shall be eliminated prior to ignition.

Exceptions:

(1) Fires pe.il beach areas shall be in accordance with San Diego

Municipal Code sectio

ns 63.20.5(c) ad-{d),(e),(f,(h), an

d (i).

each area hás th 

mø manin as in San Dieo Municipal ÇodÊ

sçtion 63.20(b).
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(2) 

[No ch

ange

 in t

ext.]

Article 3: Public Parks, Pl

aygrounds, Beaches, Tidelands and Other Property

Division 00:

§63.20

 

Beach Areas - Authority and Control

(a) [No change in text.]

(b) Throughout 

this Division, the

 term "beach area" Fo

r Duoses of

section 63.20 througection 63.20.28 and section 63.0102:the term

beach area means any beach or land adthe-with waters immediately

abutting o

r adjacent-

h  under th

e jurisdict

ion and control of the Pa

rk

and Recreation Department, as set 

forth in paragraph 

(a) of this sectio

n.

For example_he beach area includes the area beween the boardwalk or

Drivate property

 to the water. but not area

s controlled

 by private entities

ihrouh ownershi or areement. The beach area does not include narks.

which a

re sepa

rately reulated in Chapter 6

, Article 3, 

Divisio

n 00 a

nd 1

ofthis Code.

(c) [No change in text.]

ídl  Throughout 

this Articl. the term City-pro

vided re rinmeans 

container made of concrete and pre-installe

d in certain beach areas

.

§63.20.1

 

Authority to Enforce Provisions

It is the duty of the Parkä and Recreation Director, as the City Manager's

designe

e, to enforce

 the provi

sions of these

 sections

-nd á

-Designat

ed

employees 

of the Pa

rk and Recreati

on Departm

ent a

_charged

 with th

e duty 

of

maintaining peace, order and safety in each-eeas-beach areas and are
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§63.20.2

empowered to assist th

e police officers of 

the City of San Diego in the

enforcement of the provisi

ons of these secti

ons including

 the pow

er to make

arrests for the violation-heeef of these provision .

Whenever a

 power is grant

ed to, or a du

ty is imposed upon the Director, 

the

power may be exerc

ised, or the

 duty may be perfo

rmed by the Park

å and

Recreation Director, or any person the Director may designate for 

the

enforcement of these regulations.

Wate

r Activ

ity Zo

nes

Estab

lish

ed

(a) 

It is the

 intent 

and purpose

 of the Council e

f-Fhe-Giy-in enacti

ng hi

Section, 63

.20.2, to r

egulate re

creationa

l water activ

ities su

ch as

swimming, board

 surfing, an

d boat launchi

ng in and upon the waters and

lands of all-eaeh-reas beach areas.

(b) There are h

eebestablished

, in and upon the waters and

 beaches 

under

the jurisdictio

n and contro

l of the Parkâ a

nd Recreation 

Department,

six 6) activity zones. Unless otherwise defined and with the exception of

Closed Zones, all 

activity zones shal

l extend

 ee-hesed- 1

,00 feet

seaward from the mean high tide 

line. Boat Launch Zones sha

ll also

include th

e adjacent-

beaeh- beach a

rea. The six activity zones

 are as

follows:

SWIMMING ZONE

BOARD SURFING ZONE

CONTROL ZONE

NO BOARD SURFING ZONE
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§63.20.3

§63.20.5

CLOSED ZONE

BOAT LAUNCH ZONE

The boundaries 

of each zone are desig

nated from time to time by

resolution of the Council of-the

 City of San Diego. These boundaries

notwithstanding, City of San Diego lifeguards may, due to weather crowd

conditions, special events, or other factors, alter the boundaries on any

given day; and persons shall be noti

fied of any change by s

igns, signals,

verbal warnings or other means. A checkered flag may be posted on the

boundary line between two activity zones and when so posted shall

constitute due not

ification of sai-the boundary whether it is the reg

ular

boundary fixed by resolution of the Council or a temporary change in the

boundary made by lifeg

uards. Nothing in this Se

ction, 63.20.2, empowers

lifeguards to p

ermanently change exi

sting bounda

ries.

(c) through 

(h) [No chang

e in text.]

Warnin

g Signa

ls

(a) It is unlawful for any person to bathe, swim, surfbo

ard ride, r

ow, canoe, 

or

operate a sa

ilboat or p

ower boat or s

imilar device 

in.on or upon water

when warning signals have been

 placed on or upon that

 water or the

adjacent be

aeh--beach are

a except fo

r the purpos

e of making a rescue.

(b) [No change in text.]

Waste, Refuse, Fires

(a) It is unlawful for any person to lea

ve, discard

, deposit, o

r throw away any

glass container, tin can, waste food, paper

s, or any refuse or

 rubbish upon
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any beaeh-ea-hach_am_in the City of San Diego. All waste materials

shall be deposited in trash cans or receptacles provided for that purpose.

(b) It is unlawful for any person to move, rummage through, turn over,

remove, deface, or

 knock down any trash can or receptacle plac

ed in any

beaeh-F beach area by the City.

(c) It is unlaw

ful for any person to build, maintain, u

se, or be within ten 0

feet of a fire einany pbliebeaeh-beach area.that is not in a-Gitý-

provided fire container. City-provided fire containers arc concrete and pre

installed at certain beach locations where fires are allowed. Fires are

prohibite

d on beaches 

where ther

e is no City pr

ovided fire cont

ainer(s

)

City-providedre rin or contained within a portable propane-fueled

device, unless approved in writing by the City Manager.

(d) Fires may be built in City provided fire cont

ainers Citv-rovided tre ins

ely-using fire materials limited to charcoal, clean wood, or paper

products, none of which contains landscape debris, paint, stain, sealer,

wood preservative, cloth, rubber, metal (including nails and other

hardware), asphalt, foa

m rubber, plastic, or any similar matter or material

producing noxious fumes, odors, smoke, or leaving any type of solid

residue other than ash. Fire materials shall not exceed a height of more

than twelve  inches above the upper edge of the ieeenaineÜ

provided re rin and must be wholly contained within the inside edge of

e-eø  City-provided fre rin.
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(e) Notwithstanding subsection 63.20.5(c), ilt is permissible to build a fre on

ibiebeaeh-

use a port

able bapeee-propane-f

ueled device

-sifue

material authorized in subsection 63.20.5(d). Coals from any portable

barbecue or similar device shall either be removed from the beach area or

be deposited in a 

City provided fire container or d

esignated hot coal

container provided on the beach for such purposes in beach areas

consistent with Municipal Code sction 63.20.5(_ermissible device

are limited to liquefied-petroleu

m LP (including propane)gas fu

eled

devices havin LP gas containers. Other fuel materials are not permitted in

portable devices.

(f) It is unlawful to use a City provided fire container Citv-vrovided re rine

for purposes of disposal or for any purpose other than the-building of fires

for cookin e-warmth or for the deposit of coals.

(g) [No change in text.]

(h) It is unlawful for any person who has built, maintained, used, or been

within ten 0 feet of a fire en-inhebeaeh-bech area to abandon the

fire until all ignited fire fuel material has been exhausted or extinguished.

Sand, dirt, or similar material shall not be employed as añ extinguishing

material. Extinguishe

d ashes shall not

 be covered but may be left in-Gi-

provided fire containers Ció-provided fre rins. All unused fire material

must be removed from the beaeh-beach area and the adjacent public areas

of the beach or park. All refuse or rubbish adjacent to the fie-ei

City-provided re rin must be removed from the beeeh-beach area or
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placed in trash receptacles pr

ovided for such purpose, so th

at the beach is

left in a clean, sani

tary, and presentable 

condition.

(i) It is unl

awful fo

r any perso

n to use a

 City prov

ided fire

 contain

er Citv-

provided

re rin or a

 portable

 6bee-mane-fu

eled de

vice e

-iany

pb-eaeh-beach a

rea between the hou

rs of 12

:00 a.m. and 5

:00 a.m.

However, 

-

Tlhe City Manager may issue 

a permit to allow a fire i

n a City-

-Citv-rovided re rin between the hours of

12:00 a.m. and 5:00 a.m

(j) 

It is un

lawful for

 any perso

n to p

ossess

 any hou

seholdj

urn

itureat any

designated

 pubic area. "H

ousehold furniture

" means tem

s suchas,but

not limited to, dining tables,

 coffee tables, chairs,

 lamps, sofas, couches,

recliners, an

d other sim

ilar items ordina

rily intended 

and made for

 use in

the inter

ior of a home. Each piece of

 househol

dfumiture po

ssessed shal

l

constitute 

a separat

e and punishabl

e violation

 of section 

63.20.5).

Section 63

.20.5(j) does not 

apply to a spe

cial event 

or commercial

 special

event for which a special event

 permit has been issued pursuant to

section 22.4004. -For the purposes o

f sections 63.20.5(j) and 63.20.5(k), a

designatedpublic area includes the following areas:

(1) [No change in text.]

(2) AlI land areas of Mission Bay Park, including Fiesta Island. Fanuel

Street Park Sail Bay, Crown Point Bayside Walk, Ocean Beach

Athletic A

rea (Robb Field), Dusty Rhodes

 Park, S

anta Clara Point

,
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§63.20.6

§63.20.7

and Bob McEvoy Y

outh F

ields (Mission

 Bay Youth F

ields),

including all parking lots.

(10 [No change in text]

Certain 

Lifegua

rds Designat

ed Harbor

 Poice

(a) 

[No cha

nge 

in te

xt.]

(b). Those l

ifeguar

ds de

signate

d as Boatin

g Safety Unit m

embers

, who en

force

laws of 

he State

 of Californi

a and t

he City of San

 Diego which pe

rtain

to boating, 

are design

ated as Harbor Roli

ce; are d

eclared to be regula

rly

employed and paid as such; and

 are authorized and empowered to act as

Harbor Po

lice while on du

ty in the-eaeh-aea beach ar

ea.

(c) [No chang

e in text.]

Driving Vehicles On Beach Prohibite

d; Exception

s; Speed

 Limit On Beach

(a) Except a

s permitted by the D

irector a

nd excep

t as sp

ecifica

lly permitted

on Fies

ta Islan

d in M

ission Bay, no 

person may drive 

or caus

e to b

e driv

en

any motor veh

icle as 

defined in th

e Californi

a Vehicle 

Code on an

y be

ach,

gany a

diace

nt_side

walk or

 turf

ieee

hee

e; pro

vided

, how

ever, 

that

motor vehi

cles which are being actively used for th

e launchin

g or

beach

ing of a boat 

may be o

perate

d acro

ss a e

eh-

 beach 

area

desig

nated

 as a

 boat

 launc

h zone

.

(b) throu

gh (c) [No cha

nge in

 text.]

§63.20.8

 

Lifeguards 

Authorized 

to Enforce Sta

te and Local Codes - Arrests and

Citations

(a) [No change in text.]
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(b) heLifeguards of the City of San Diego bc, and they are heebY

authorized, empowered and given the duty to enforce provisions of the

San Diego Municipal

 Code and misdemeanors

 designa

ted in

 the State

Codes; to m

ake arrests

 without a 

warrant whenever an

y such 

lifegua

rd has

reasonab

le cause to

 believe t

hat the pers

on to be arr

ested has com

mitted a

misdemeanor in t

he lifegua

rd's presen

ce; and while eng

aged in the

performance of

 their dutie

s, to arre

st persons 

and issue 

citations 

for

violations of said-ålLCodes under the provisions ofMunicipal Code

Såections 836.5 and 853

.6 of the Penal

 Code of the Sta

te of Californ

ia

when violations occur in

 City of San Diego-eaeh-aas beach areas.

§63.20.9

 

Boat Beaching A

reas and 

Boat Launc

hing Zones, Beaching P

rohibited

Elsewhere

The Director may designat

e any beaeh-

Fea-beach are

a or portion

 thereof a

s an

area which may be used

 for the pur

pose of beaching or launc

hing boats, a

nd may

establish and collect fees 

for the use

 of such boat be

aching or launchi

ng areas,

subject to

 the approva

l of the City Council. Suc

h provision

s shall 

be effective

when signs are posted

 in such area

s giving not

ice of such designa

tion and fees.

No boat or 

vessel, ex

cepting inflatab

le boats which are not pr

opelled by

machinery,

 may be laun

ched or r

etrieved 

from any beeeh

-aea-beach 

area in the

City except in a design

ated boat beaching area or b

oat launching zon

e. Boats or

vessels in distress ar

e exempted from

 the forego

ing provide

d there is

 a verifiabl

e

emergency immediately thr

eatening persons or propert

y and provid

ed the boat 

or

vessel can

 reach the sho

re without furthe

r threaten

ing the sa

fety of other pe

rsons
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§6

3.2

0

.1

2

§6

3

.2

0

.1

3

§63.20.14

or property

. The burd

en of proof that an emergency 

exists or exi

sted rests with the

owner and pilot or person

 in command of the boat o

r vessel.

Dogs Prohibited

(a) through (c) [No change in text.]

(d) Legally licen

sed dogs shall be

 allowed to go unl

eashed in Fiesta Island

 in

Mission Bay Park or to the beaeh-ea-beach area at the west end of

San Diego River Floodway, also known as the Ocean Beach Flood Control

Channel, which areas are more specifically shown outlined in 

red on that

map on file with the Office of the

 City Clerk of the City of San Diego as

Document No. 740061.

(e) [No change in text.]

Rules to be Followed; Posting

It is unlawful for any person, firm or corporation within the limits of any beaeh

aeabeach areas of he City of San Diego to do any act or acts co

ntrary to the

rules established by the Director for the use o f the-eaeh-ee beach areo,

provided, h

owever, that th

e rules shall 

be conspicu

ously posted

 in the-eeeh

-ee

beach

 area.

Employee Exceptions

Nothing in these Sect

ions shall be constru

ed to prevent any employee ofthe

 Parkâ

and Recreation Department from doing anything that in the opinion of the City

Manager or of the Park

â and Recreation D

irector may be thoug

ht necess

ary and

proper for th

e maintenance, 

improvement or bett

erment of øi-any beaehea

beach area, and further that nothing herein contained shall be construed to
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§63.20.20

prevent any employee or agent of 

he City of San Diego from doing anything

that in the o

pinion of

he City Council may be thoug

ht necessa

ry or p

roper for

the best interests of he City of Sn Diego.

Sale or Rental of Merchandise, Goods, Property, Etc. Prohibited; Exceptions

It is unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to attempt to carry on or to

carry on any commercial operation, to rent or sell merchandise of any kind or to

beach or moor any vessel for the purpose of

 displaying it for

 rental or sale, in any

beaeh

-aea bea

ch are

a, as d

efined 

in Municip

al Code âe

ction 

63.20

, incl

uding

Mission Bay Park, unles

s licensed

 or otherw

ise specific

ally permitted to do so

 by

the Director. This is specifically

 intended to include a commercial operation

which involves deliverin

g merchandise, a rental item, or a service to a 

beaehee

beach area 

whether or n

ot a financ

ial transac

tion takes pl

ace within the-bea

eh

aee beach area. Lessees and others who carry on a commercial operation under

the terms of a formal agreement with the City are exempt from this section.

Commercial fishers are per

mitted to use beaeh-eee beach ar·eas provided

 that

their ac

tivity d

oes not

 inter

fere with recreat

ion.

If advertising o f any kind, other than incidental advertising permanently affixed to

the side of a vehicle, is displaye

d in the-beaeh- beach area, it

 shall constitute

prima facie evidence that

 the actions of the person-er-pese, firm, or corpo

ration

responsible for introducing sai-the advertising within the beaeh-a-beach area

violate this section.

Persons convicted of this offense shall be punis

hed by the following minimum

fines:
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First Offense- $50.00

Second Offense- $300.00

Third

 and futur

e offenses

- $700

.00

§63.20.22

 

Abandoning Boats and Other Property Prohibited, Mooring and Anchorage

Regulated

(a) Except as othe

rwise permitted by this Code and except as m

ay be

permitted by the Director, it is unlawful:

(1) To allow vessels, boats, veh

icles, or trailers to

 remain unattended

in any-beeeh- beach area,

 including the adiacent waters thef

and Mission Bay Park.

(2) [No change in text.]

(3) To moor or anchor an

y vessel, or 

for the owner of a vessel to allow

that vessel to be moored or anchore

d, and leave th

at vessel

unoccupied for more than two hours in Zuniga Jetty 

Shoals. For

purposes of section 63.20.22, Zunig

a Jetty Shoals means the area

within the following Global Positioning System coordinates:

32°41'00" N/ 117°13'25' W

32°41'09" N/ 117°11'38' W

32°40'00" N/ 117°11'38' W

32°40'00" N/ 117°13'25' W

(b) through (c) [No change in

 text.]

(d) Any sunken or abandoned vessels, rafts, wharves, buildin

gs, or other

obstructions found upon any eaeee-beach are

a within the City of

San Diego, inclu

ding the ad

iacent waters heeef-and Mission Bay Park,
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may be removed, destroyed, sol

d, or otherwise disposed of by the Director

at the exp

ense of the owner and without an

y liability t

o the City for an

y

damage to any property of the owner.

(e) [No change in text.]

Article 3: Public P

arks, Playgr

ounds, Beaches, Tidelands and

 other Prop

erty

Division 1: Use of Park Areas

§63.0102

 

Use of Public Parks and Beaches Regulated

(a) [No change in text.]

(b) It is unlawful for any person within any public park or plaza or public

beach or beaeh-eea-beach areas w

ithin the City of San Diego to do any

of the acts enumerated in Section 63.0102(b).

(1) through (10) [No change in text.]

(11) Fires. It is unlawful to kindle or allow to be kindled any fir 

bonfire, Tiki Torch, or any device set on fire for entertainment

purposes, or 1throw upon the ground a lighted match, lighted

cigar or cigarett

e, or anything that would be liable to

 set fire to

 any

grass, tree, shrub

, building, or ot

her property; p

rovided, however,

that nothing in Municipal Code section 63

.0102(b)(11) prohibits

persons fr

om kindlin

g fires in s

toves, 

ovens, o

r similar faci

lities

provided by the Park and Recreation Department City-provided

îre rins or portable propane-fueled devices as permitted in

Municipal Code sec

tion 63.20.5(cì.
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(12) through (28) [No change in text.]

(c) through (e) [No change 

in text.]

CCM

:jv

g

September 7,2022

December 8,2022 COR. COPY

Or.Dept: Council District 1

Doc. No.: 3156676
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Passed by the Council of The City of San Diego on

 

JAN 1 0 2023 ,

 

by the following vote:

Councilmembers

 Yeas

 

N

ay

s

 

Not Present Recused

Joe LaCava

Jennifer Campbell    

Step

hen 

Whitbu

m 

0 

U 

U

Monica Montgomery Steppe 0   

Marni von Wilpert 0   

Kent Lee   . 

Raul A. Campillo    

Vivian Moreno    

Sean Elo-Rivera Ø   

Date of final passage

 JAN 1 3 2023

AUTHENTICATED BY:

TODD GLORIA

Mayor of The City of San Diego, California.

/ .

ABETH S. MALAND

,

(S

e

a

l)

 

City (

 

e City of San Diego, California.

1

/ 

By 

- 

, Deputy

1 HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was not finally passed until twelve calendar

days had elapsed between the day of its introduction and the day of its final passage, to wit, on

DEC 1 3 2022 ,

 

and on

 

JAN 1 3 2023

1 FURTHER CERTIFY that said ordinance was readin full prior to passage orthat such

reading was dispensed with by a vote of five members of the Council, and that a written copy of

the ordinance was made available to each member of the Council and the public prior to the day

of its passage.

ELIZABETH S. MALAND

 

 

City Clerk  The City of San Diego, California.

By

, Deputy

Office of the City Clerk, San Diego, California

Ordinance Number 0-

 ·.Jl 

.


