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A RESOLU

TION OF THE

 COUNC

IL OF THE

 CITY

 OF

SAN DIEGO DECLARING HOUSING AS A HUMAN RIGHT.

WHERE

AS, the

 City Co

uncil of t

he City o

f San

 Diego

 (Council

) believ

es that h

ousing

provides stab

ility and securi

ty for an indi

vidual or a fam

ily, and

 that every pers

on should have 

a

secure, peace

ful, and dignifi

ed place to l

ive; and

WHEREAS

, this Cou

ncil has ma

de it a priori

ty to enact

 policies a

nd create p

rograms that

are geared to

ward providin

g adequate hou

sing oppo

rtunities for th

ose who r

eside in th

e C

ity of

San Diego; and

WHEREAS

, in 1948, th

e United 

States joined

 47 count

ries in signing t

he Universal

Declaration o

f Human 

Rights (UDH

R) adopted b

y the United

 Nations

 General Assembl

y that

recognize

d the basi

c rights an

d fundame

ntal freed

oms of al

l human 

beings,

 includin

g the r

ight to

housing as a

 component

 of a standa

rd of liv

ing adequa

te for the hea

lth and

 well-being o

f

them

self 

and

 their 

fami

ly; a

nd

WHERE

AS, in 197

7, the U

nited Sta

tes signed

 the Inte

rnational

 Covenan

t on Ec

onomic,

Social and C

ultural Righ

ts (ICESCR

), which if imp

lemented by 

the Unit

ed States,

 would

progressively 

work toward t

he granting of 

economic, so

cial, and cul

tural rights

, including t

he

right 

to ad

equa

te h

ousin

g; an

d

WHEREAS

, the Unite

d Nations C

ommittee over

seeing

 the impleme

ntation

 of

 

the

ICESCR outlines se

ven elements

 that guide t

he provis

ion of

 adequate ho

using, includ

ing the

security o

f tenure,

 availability

 of infr

astructure, 

affordabi

lity, access

ibility,

 habitab

ility, loc

ation,

and cultural adequacy; and
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WHEREAS, in 2019

, the Special Rappo

rteur on adequ

ate housing present

ed to the

United Nations' Human Rights Council at its 43rd session "Guidelines for the Implementation of

the Right to Adequate Ho

using" with Guideline Nu

mber 1 being "Guarant

ee the ri

ght to

 housing

as a fundamental

 human right linked t

o dignity and the r

ight to life;" and

WHEREAS, the United

 States has a history

 of institutionalized

 lending discrimi

nation

exclusionary zoning, an

d redlining, denying peo

ple of color 

their ability to

 share in the count

ry's

prosperity and reducing their ability to fulfill the right to a home; and

WHEREAS, the City of San Diego recognizes this unfortunate history and has acted, and

will continue to act, to eradicate exclusionary zoning, restrictive covenants, and redlining, which

have led to the exclusion

 of historically

 marginalized

 communities

 from

 the opportunity to

access homeo

wnership an

d diminishe

d their political 

and econom

ic powe

r and rep

resentation;

and

WHEREAS, San Diego'

s Housing Element

 requires the City to adeq

uately plan 

to meet

its existing

 and projected h

ousing needs

, including

 its share o

f the Regional 

Housing Ne

eds

Allocation (R

HNA), which eq

uals 108,036 a

dditional h

ousing units in 

the City

 of San

 Diego,

with 44,880 o

fthose units ne

eded for ext

remely-low

, very low

, and low

-income h

ouseholds to be

built between 2021 and 2029; and

WHEREAS, the Council declared a Housing Emergency in 2002 recognizing the urgent

need for more housing throughout the City; and

WHEREAS, housing costs in the City of San Diego have risen with average rent prices

increasing 46 percent from 2012 to 2019; and
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WHEREAS, 50 percent of City households are housing cost-burdened, meaning these

households spend more than 30 percent of their income on housing costs; and

WHEREAS, rising housing costs, changing demographics, and changes in the

socioeconomic or cultural makeup of communities are forcing families out of

 

their

neighborhoods; and

WHEREAS, low-income residents are most at-risk of displacement from rental housing

as a result of rapidly rising rents and are more likely to have challenges staying in their homes if

they are living paycheèk-to-paycheck, are subject to predatory evictions, or cannot obtain

affordable legal representation; and

WHEREAS, speculative housing markets can lead to housing insecurity for tenants and

prospective homeowners who are impacted when a property is sold or changes ownership; and

WHEREAS, members of disadvantaged groups often have difficulty finding housing in

high-opportunity neighborhoods, despite laws guarding against discrimination; and

WHEREAS, low-income residents must often live far from jobs due to housing

unaffordability which contributes to an incongruity between where jobs are located and where

job seekers live, resulting in increased pollution, energy use, traffic congestion, and a decline in

community cohesiveness; and

WHEREAS, 80 percent of the City's housing stock was built before 1990 and most

homes built before 1990 are not wheelchair accessible, creating additional barriers to finding

suitable housing for individuals with accessibility needs; and
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WHEREAS,

 the Council

 recognizes th

at it must 

continue to take

 progressive 

action to

protect C

ity reside

nts, whic

h can inc

lude devo

ting res

ources

 to public

 housin

g or hous

ing

vouchers

; creating

 incentive

s for the 

private de

velopme

nt of aff

ordable h

ousing;

 providing

 legal

due proc

ess prote

ctions fr

om eviction

, foreclosu

re, and

 civil a

nd criminal

 penalties

; and

safeguarding 

habitable condi

tions throug

h housing cod

e enforcement 

and inspection

s,· and

WHERE

AS, the 

City of S

an Diego

 has progr

essively

 imple

mented pr

ogram

s, polici

es,

and funding t

o increase th

e supply of ad

equate housi

ng, including 

the·supply o

f affordable

housing for

 low-income

 and extreme

ly low-incom

e individua

ls and familie

s, permanen

t

suppor

tive h

ousing

, micro

units,

 and

 access

ory dw

elling u

nits; a

nd

WHEREAS, 

the City of

 San Diego ha

s received sta

te and fe

deral fun

ding

 to incre

ase

access to

 afforda

ble housi

ng throu

gh the p

rovision 

of gran

ts, loans,

 and vo

uchers; an

d

WHEREAS

, the Coun

cil recogn

izes· that more

 must be

 done to solve

 homeless

ness,

including 

more rob

ust invest

ments an

d a broade

ning of

 eligibil

ity for su

pportive pr

ograms,

 such

as allow

ing sp

ouses t

o acces

s certai

n resou

rces tog

ether an

d creatin

g mor

e inclu

sive h

ousing

options; and

WHEREAS, 

the Office 

ofthe City

 Attorney

 has draft

ed this

 resolutio

n based on th

e

informati

on provid

ed by City

 staffwith 

the under

standing 

that this

 inform

ation is 

complete,

 true,

and a

ccura

te; N

OW,

 THER

EFO

RE,

BE IT RESOLVED

, by the Co

uncil of the Cit

y of San

 Diego, that 

the Council

 declares its

support f

or the

 right to h

ousing as

 a funda

méntal h

uman righ

t and re

affirms its

 commi

tment to

providing m

ore housing

 and servic

es geared tow

ard putting

 a roof 

over the h

ead of every

San Diegan.
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BE IT FURTHE

R RESOLV

ED, th

at the Co

uncil int

ends to us

e its legisl

ative autho

rity

to: center 

equity in 

its effr

ts to imp

lement h

ousing a

s a h

uman righ

t an

d redress pa

st h

arms;

ensure th

ose who 

have histo

rically no

t had a

ccess to 

adequate 

housing a

re

 prioritized

; furt

her

incentiviz

e affordab

le housing

 in high-opp

ortunity

 neighbo

rhoods

 for those

 previou

sly exc

luded;

and ide

ntify e

quitable 

and ef

fective 

solutio

ns by w

orking 

with ind

ividuals

 with li

ved 

experie

nce.

BE IT FURTHE

R RESOLV

ED, that

 the Coun

cil inten

ds for the

 City to

 suppor

t housing

as a hu

man ri

ght by 

implem

enting p

olicies

 that ad

dress th

e root c

auses o

f

 

home

lessne

ss, that

keep p

eople h

oused 

through 

afford

able, ac

cessibl

e, and 

habit

able ho

mes, a

nd th

at prov

ide

pathw

ays to

 housin

g for 

people

 exper

iencing

 home

lessnes

s.

APPROVED: M

ARA W. ELLIOT, City Attor

ney

By /s/ Heather M. Ferbert

Heather M. Ferbert

Chief Deputy City Attorney

HMF:sc

01/11/2023

Or.D

ept: 

Cou

ncil 

Dist

rict 

9

Doc. No. 3190246

I certif

y that 

the fore

going R

esolut

ion was 

passed 

by the 

Counc

il of 

the C

ity of 

San D

iego, a

t 

this

meeting of

 

JAN 24 2023

DIANA J. S. FUENTES

City Clerk

By 

A

A

\U

l

 d

f

l

,

LDepufy City Clérk

Ap

pro

ved

:

2(

-1 

9

(date)

TOD

Vetoed:

IA, Mayor

(date)

 

TODD GLOR

IA, M

ayor
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Passed by

 the Counc

il of The C

ity of San

 Diego on 

,

 

by the following vote:

Councilmembers

 Yeas 

Nays

 

Not Present

 

Recused

Joe LaCava

Jennifer Campbell  U  

Stephen Whitburn 0   u

Monica 

Montgo

mery

 Steppe

 0 

U 

l 

Marni von Wilpert  U  

Kent Lee    

Raul A. Campillo

Vivian Moreno

 1 

Sean Elo-Rivera

l 

II 

0

F

E

B

 

0

 7

 

2

0

2

3

Date of final passage

(Please n

ote: Whe

n a resol

ution is

 approved 

by the 

Mayor,

 the da

te of fina

l pass

age is th

e

date the a

pproved re

solution w

as return

ed to the 

Office of

 the City

 Clerk

.)

AUTH

ENTICA

TED B

Y:

TODD GLORIA

Mayor of The City of San Diego, California.

(Seal)

DIANAJ.S. FUENTES

City Clerk 

of Th

e City o

f San Diego

, Cali

fornia.

By f/

lfý

/dUl

 A ,D

ep

u

ty

Office of the City Clerk, San Diego, California

314578
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