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DATE OF FINAL PASSAGE

 

FEB 1  2023

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

SAN DIEGO APPROVING AMENDMENTS TO THE FLOOR

AREA RATIO BONUS PAYMENT PROGRAM WITHIN THE

CENTRE CITY PLANNED DISTRICT.

WHEREAS, on M

ay 22,200

7, pursu

ant to R

esolution No

.

 R-0414

5, the Re

developm

ent

Agency of the City of San Diego ap

proved 

a Floor 

Area Rati

o (FAR)

 Bonus 

Payment Pro

gram

within the C

entre City Pla

nned

 District;

 and

WHEREAS, on December 7, 2011, pursua

nt to San D

iego Ordinance O

-20117, the

Council of the City of San Diego appr

oved the FA

R Bonus Paym

ent Program within the Centre

City Planned District; and

WHEREAS, on M

ay 30, 

2012, p

ursuant to San

 Diego Re

solution

 It-307481, the

San Diego City Counc

il (Council)

 approv

ed an amendment to

 the F

AR Bonus

 Paym

ent Prog

ram

to expand

 the area

s where FAR

 can be purch

ased, and

 remove reference

s to the Red

evelopm

ent

Agen

cy; 

and

WHEREAS, on June 21, 2019

, pursuant to San

 Diego Ordinance

 O-21082

, the Council

authorized 

the termination of the Operating Agreement with Civic San D

iego and appr

oved

certain other agre

ements and a

ctions to

 assist in the tra

nsition o

f Civic from

 an agent 

of th

e City

of San Diego (City) to a 

separate an

d independ

ent servic

e provider 

to the C

ity with regard to

Wind-Down Services; and

WHEREAS, implementation of the FA

R Bonus Pa

yment Prog

ram was no

t identified

 as a

service to

 be prov

ided by Civic San Diego to the 

City; ho

wever, no 

actions 

were taken at th

e

time to amend the F

AR Bonu

s Payment Pro

gram to shi

ft implementation

 to the 

City; an

d
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WHEREAS, the C

ity desire

s to amend the FAR

 Bonus Pa

yment Progra

m to sh

ift

implementation

 of the progra

m to the City; and

WHEREAS, the 

Council 

has co

nsider

ed all w

ritten d

ocuments co

ntaine

d in the file 

for

this pro

ject on

 record

 in the City, an

d has co

nsidere

d the o

ral prese

ntation

s give

n at the 

public

hearing; and

WHEREAS, the 

Office o

f the C

ity Attorne

y has 

drafted 

this Re

solu

tion based on t

he

information provide

d by City staf

f, with the unders

tandin

g that t

his inf

ormation is com

plete, tr

ue,

and accu

rate; 

NOW, THEREFOR

E,

BE IT RESOLVED, by the C

ouncil 

of the City of San Diego, th

at the C

ouncil 

adopts 

the

amendments, a

ttache

d her

eto as

 Exhi

bit A

, to the 

FAR

 Bonus

 Payment P

rogra

m, a co

py of

 which

3

1

4

6

0

2

is on f

ile in t

he Office o

f the C

ity Clerk as

 Docum

ent No. R

R-

APPRO

VED: MARA W

. ELLIOTT, City Attorn

ey

on C. Eckmeyer

Deputy City Attorney

SCE:cm:cm

12/15/2022

02/08/2023 COR. COPY

Or.Dept: P

lannin

g

Doc. No. 3168114_2

Attachm

ent: E

xhibit

 A - FA

R Paym

ent Bonus 

Progra

m
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I certify that the

 foregoing

 Resolu

tion was passed

 by the Coun

cil of the City of San Diego, at 

this

meeting of

 

FFR 14 2023

DIANA J.S. FUENTES

Çity 

Clerk

Approved:

 

,

[

l

u

/

3

By -úí U

lulté

/Depúty CityØ

erk

(date)

 

-ý TOD CORIA, Mayor

Vetoed:

(date) 

 

TODD GLORIA, Mayor
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Exhibit A

Floor A

rea Rat

io (FA

R) Pay

ment Bonus P

rogram

1. PURPOSE

The Fl

oor Area R

atio (FA

R) Pay

ment Bonus P

rogram ("Pr

ogram') is 

establ

ished 

to serv

e

the publ

ic in

teres

t by pro

vidin

g add

ition

al fu

nds to be 

used 

in con

junc

tion w

ith

Developm

ent Impact Fe

es (DIF) id

entified

 and cont

emplate

d in the Sa

n Diego

Downtown Community 

Plan (

DCP)

. This 

docum

ent o

utlines

 the s

tanda

rds an

d

proced

ures fo

r the e

stablis

hment, pay

ment, an

d use of FAR

 Bonus P

ayments un

der the

Progr

am. The 

Progr

am provi

des an oppor

tunity f

or a de

velop

er to in

creas

e dens

ity of

 a

Develo

pment Proj

ect in 

excha

nge 

for FAR Bon

us Pa

yments t

hat will ass

ist in

implementing the par

ks, open

 space 

and public

 infrastr

ucture go

als of th

e DCP.

2. DEFINITIONS

"Base Maximum FAR" is the 

maxim

um floor a

rea permitted to be built 

withou

t bonu

ses

or transfers.

"Bonus F

AR " means th

e addit

ional f

loor ar

ea that 

may be ac

quired 

under t

he FA

R Bonus

Payment Program.

'Developm

ent Prect" m

eans a building

 or struc

ture or

 struct

ural alt

eration or

enlarg

ement of

 an existi

ng build

ing or stru

cture or

 structu

ral a

lteratio

n or en

largem

ent of

an ex

isting

 build

ing or s

tructu

re within t

he Centre C

ity Plan

ned 

District

.

"F R Bonus 

Payment" m

eans th

e moneta

ry com

pensat

ion paid

 by a dev

eloper 

of a

Develo

pment Proje

ct in the 

Centre C

ity Plann

ed Distric

t in orde

r to in

crease

 the

maximum FAR (allo

wable a

bove g

rade s

quare fo

otage

) for a

 partic

ular Develo

pment

Project.

"FAR Bonus 

Fund" means t

he fund

 estab

lished by the 

City of San

 Diego

 for th

e

collect

ion of the FAR Bonus P

ayments.

"FR Bonus 

Payment Prog

ram " means th

e prog

ram establi

shed

 by the

 City of San

Diego 

for th

e pay

ment b

y the d

evelo

per of a pro

ject

 in the 

Centre C

ity Pl

anne

d Distr

ict to

incre

ase th

e FA

R Bonus 

Paym

ents.

"Floor Area " means the total gr

oss floor

 area (GFA), as

 defined in

 section 1

56.0305 

of

the S

an D

iego 

Munic

ipal C

ode, 

of all bu

ilding

(s) on

 a prem

ise(s)

.

"Floor Area Ratio

 " (FA

R) means t

he num

erical 

value o

btained

 by dividin

g the Flo

or

Area by

 total 

land a

rea of

 the p

remises on

 which

 the bu

ilding

(s) are

 loca

ted.

"Develop

ment Site

" means th

at real

 prop

erty which

 is the

 subje

ct of the p

ropos

ed

Develop

ment Projec

t which in

clude

s a build

ing or s

tructu

re or st

ructura

l altera

tion

 or

enlarg

ement of an e

xisting

 buildin

g or struc

ture within

 the Centre City Planne

d District

.



"Pubc Park " means park

s, plazas

, greenw

ays, and

/or open

 space o

pen to the publ

ic

and used

 for activ

e and/or pass

ive recr

eational

 purpose

s. These

 areas

 may be pav

ed or

landscape

d, but in 

all cases o

ffer an ou

tdoor area 

for public

 use.

3. PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

Within the DCP area, the maximum allowable above g

rade square 

footage of

 a proposed

Developm

ent Project 

is contro

lled by the D

evelopm

ent Site'

s Base Maximum FAR

.

 The

program

 is one o

f FAR Bonus Pro

grams available

 under t

he Centre City Planned

 District

Ordinance

 (CCPDO) that all

ows a deve

loper to 

acquire

 addition

al build

ing square

footage,

 or bonus

 FAR, a

bove the

 Base Maximum FAR establishe

d for a partic

ular

developm

ent site. Under the

 program, a develo

per can

 voluntarily

 purcha

se Bonu

s FAR

up to a maximum amount establishe

d in Figure J

 ofthe CCPDO

.

 FAR Bonus Paym

ents

made under the

 program are deposited

 into a FAR

 Bonus Fun

d and are use

d to provide

for certa

in public

 benefits

 within the DCP Area

. The 

FAR Bonus pay

ment was initi

ally

set at $15/squar

e foot in

 2007, ho

wever, this

 amount is adju

sted annual

ly for inflation on

July Pt ofeach year based on the Consumer Price Index (C

PI) for urban San

 Diego

County. The FA

R Bonus pay

ment for a particu

lar proj

ect is set

 at the tim

e that a

construc

tion permit applic

ation is su

bmitted to the Develop

ment Serv

ices Department.

The FAR Bonus Pa

yment is requ

ired to be paid upon issuance 

of any constr

uction permit

for a Development Project.

The FAR Bonus Payment collected

 through the Program

 shall be dep

osited into a FAR

Bonus Fund,

 specifically

 established f

or the progr

am and to be maintained a

nd operated

by the City of San Diego Developm

ent Servic

es Department

. FAR Bonus Pay

ments shall

be used for 

the acquisit

ion, planning, desig

n and develop

ment of Public Parks

 and

enhanc

ed publ

ic right

-of-way im

prove

ments.

4. FAR BONUS PAYMENT PROCEDURES

For deve

lopers re

questing

 an incre

ase above

 the Base Maximum FAR

 throug

h the

Program, the following procedures 

shall apply:

a) The reques

t for the acq

uisition of additional 

FAR shall be made as part

 of the

develop

ment or co

nstruct

ion permit appli

cation.

b) The price-p

er-square-f

oot the FAR

 Bonus Paym

ent was set at $15 per-squa

re-foot

in 2007

 and sh

all be a

djusted

 annua

lly for

 inflatio

n on July 1St of each

subsequ

ent year b

ased on the con

sumer Pric

e Index 

(CPI) for u

rban San Diego

County.

e) The price-p

er-square-foot

 of the FAR Bonus Payment shall be set

 at the time that

the const

ruction permit applic

ation for th

e projec

t is subm

itted.

d) The FA

R Bonus Pay

ment for a Develop

ment Proj

ect must be s

ubmitted pr

ior to

issuanc

e of a cons

truction

 permit for t

he Develop

ment Projec

t (not includi

ng

demolition permits for exis

ting onsite struc

tures.) No construc

tion permit shall

be issued

 to the deve

loper for a

 proposed Development Project 

until FAR

Bonus pay

ment is rece

ived.



5. FAR BONUS PAYMENT FUND

The FA

R Bonus P

ayments sh

all be de

posited

 into a 

dedicate

d FAR Bonus F

und

administered

 by the D

evelop

ment Serv

ices Department

. The fu

nd shall 

be used 

for the

acquisiti

on, plann

ing, desi

gn and de

velopment of Public P

arks and

 enhanced public 

right-

of-way improvements within the DCP area.
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Passed

 by the Co

uncil of

 The City of Sa

n Diego o

n

 

FEB 14 2023 ,

 

by the following vote:

Coun

cilmembers

 Yeas

 

Na

ys

 Not Present Recused

Joe LaCava

Jennifer Campbell  0  

Step

hen W

hitbu

rn 

0 

l 

 

Il

Monica Montgomery Steppe    

Marni von Wilpert 

Kent Lee    

Raul A. Campillo 

Vivian Moreno 0   U

Sean Elo-Rivera  U  

Date of final passage

 

FEB 1 6 2023

(Please n

ote: When a resolut

ion is app

roved by the M

ayor, the

 date of

 final pas

sage is the

date the

 approv

ed reso

lution w

as retur

ned to the O

ffice of the City Clerk.)

AUTHENTICATED BY:

TODD GLORIA

Mayor of The City of San Diego, California.

(Seal)

DIANA I.S. FUENTES

City Clerk of

 The City of San

 Diego

, Californ

ia.

By 11.U.lŽÆ , Deputy

Office of the City Clerk, San Diego, California
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