
*33 

0/0@

(R-2024-40)

REV.COPY

RESOLUTION NUMBER R-
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DATE

 OF FIN
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E 

U 0

 9 2023

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

SAN DIEGO APPROVING AUTOMATED LICENSE PLATE

READER TECHNOLOGY UNDER THE TRANSPARENT AND

RESPONSIBLE USE OF SURVEILLANCE TECHNOLOGY

ORDINANCE.

WH EREAS, the San Diego Police Department (Department) wishes to acquire, use,

share, accept funding or donation for, or contract for Automated License Plate Reader

technology

 (also referre

d to as "Auto

matic Licens

e Plate

 Reader"

 technology

) (ALPR

), which

falls within the definition of surveillance technology under San Diego Municipal Code

(Municipal Code) section 210.0101, and requires approval by the Council of the City of San

Diego (Council) under Municipal Code section 210.0103; and

WHEREAS, ALPR technology is a computer system using cameras to rapidly capture an

image of a vehicle licen

se plate and convert

 the image to a

 text file using

 optical character

recognition technology; and

WHEREAS, the license plate text file may then be compared against existing data files,

enabling the Department to locate stolen or wanted.vehicles, locate vehicles of witnesses or

victims of crime, or locate vehicles associated with missing or abducted persons, or other at-risk

individuals; and

WHEREAS, ALPR technology can also assist in solving crime by enabling searches

based on vehicle type, make, model, unique features, color, time-frame, or plate details,

including vehicles with no license plates, tempprary plates, or dirty or covered plates; and

WHEREAS, ALPR technology reads and stores digital license plate data collected from

vehicles already in pub

lic view, thereby safeguar

ding civil right

s and civil liberties; and
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WHEREAS, ALPR technology does not collect information about drivers or registered

owners of vehicles and does not use facial recognition technology, further safeguarding civil

rights and civil liberties; and

WHEREAS, consistent with state law, the Department will not share ALPR technology

data with federal authorities for immigration enforcement; and

WHEREAS, ALPR technology would benefit the City and the community by furthering

the Departmnt's ability to focus its investigative resources, deter or solve crime, and enhancing

public safety; and

WHEREAS, Department investigators would access ALPR data only in response to an

investigative need; and

WHEREAS, data downloaded from ALPR technology will be encrypted and stored in a

password-protected system compliant with applicable statutes in the California Civil Code; and

WHEREAS, ALPR technology would be installed in conjunction with Smart Streetlight

technology, at an initial cost of $3,500,000 for both Smart Streetlight and ALPR technologies,

including installation, in addition to a potential annual fee of approximately $4,000 per installed

camera combined with ALPR technology; and

WHEREAS, the Department searched and found no alternative offering ALPR

technology combined with Smart Streetlight cameras, and determined that there was no

alternative with a lesser economic cost or potential impact on civil rights or liberties that would

be as effective as ALPR technology; and

WHEREAS, ALPR technology will be used Citywide in all City Council Districts, with

the specific locations having been made available to the public and the City Council; and
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WH EREAS

, the Dep

artment 

held comm

unity me

etings dis

cussing 

ALPR techno

logy in

all Counc

il Distric

ts between

 March 6

,2023

 and March 

10,2023

, received

 public 

comment, a

nd

incorpora

ted the pu

blic comm

ents and 

respons

es into the

 Surveilla

nce Im

pact Re

port; and

WHER

EAS, th

e Departm

ent prep

ared and

 public

ly rele

ased and 

posted a 

Surveill

ance

Use Poli

cy and a 

Surveilla

nce Imp

act Repo

rt for A

LPR techno

logy, on f

ile with 

the

 

City 

Clerk

as document numbers RR- 315097-/

 and RR-

 

31507-and

WHERE

AS, ALP

R technolo

gy, inclu

ding the p

roposed

 Surveillan

ce Use P

olicy and t

he

Surveillance 

Impact Repor

t, was review

ed by the 

Privacy Advi

sory Board (B

oard) on May

 31,

2023, an

d June 22

,2023, a

t public

ly noticed 

meetin

gs; and

WHEREAS

, during the B

oard's revi

ew, the Depar

tment receive

d written qu

estions from

the Board an

d responded

 in writing; a

nd

WHEREAS

, on June 22,

2023, the Boa

rd recomm

ended tha

t the C

ouncil disa

pprove use

of ALPR technology; and

WHEREAS,

 the Depart

ment receive

d and revie

wed the reco

mmendation 

of th

e Board,

provided a wr

itten response

, and has sub

mitted the ALPR technol

ogy to the 

Council f

or review;

and

WHERE

AS, the 

Council h

as consid

ered th

e Surveil

lance Imp

act Rep

ort and

 Surveilla

nce

Use Policy for ALPR technology; and

WHEREAS, the Co

uncil has consider

ed the recommen

dation of the Board;

 and

WHEREAS

, the Offic

e ofthe Cit

y Attorney h

as drafted th

is resolutio

n based on

 the

informati

on provide

d by Cit

y staff, w

ith the un

derstandin

g that th

is inf

ormatio

n is c

omplete, t

rue,

and accura

te; NOW,

 THEREF

ORE,
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BE IT RESOL

VED, by 

the City 

Council of

 the Ci

ty of

 San D

iego (

Council) 

that th

e

benefits

 to the com

munity of

 Automat

ed Licen

se Plate

 Reader (AL

PR) techn

ology

 outweig

h the

costs.

BE IT FU

RTHER

 RESOLV

ED, th

at the C

ouncil de

termines

 the De

partment'

s propos

al

for ALPR

 technolog

y will saf

eguard civ

il liberti

es and civ

il rights.

BE IT FURTHER

 RESOLVED

, that th

e Counc

il determ

ines no alte

rnative wit

h a le

sser

economic cost

 or lesser i

mpact on civ

il rights or

 civil liberties 

would be as

 effective

 as ALPR

technology.

BE IT FUR

THER RESOLVED

, that ALPR

 technology

 is hereby

 approved by

 the

Council p

ursuant t

o San Dieg

o Municipa

l Code se

ction 210.0

103.

BE IT FURT

HER RESOLV

ED, the Cou

ncil requ

ests that the 

Mayor's

 Office

, in

consultation w

ith any releva

nt department

s, as well as 

the Privacy A

dvisory Board,

 further

develop lang

uage within

 the Surveill

ance Use Pol

icy to addr

ess the fo

llowing item

s:

· A process

 to review and adjust c

amera place

ments base

d on data feed

back

 and

community needs;

· Additional proce

dures to prote

ct private propert

y;

• Additiona

l informatio

n regarding

 security

 practices 

for data p

rotection;

• Restrictions

 on third-pa

rty data shar

ing, inclu

ding throu

gh shared multi-

agency

databases;

• A regular sch

edule for u

pdating tr

ainings an

d refre

sher

 trainings 

as need

ed;

· Audit 

procedures

 to ensure a

dherence to

 use policies

 and proce

dures; and

Any additio

nal changes 

as deemed

 necessary

 to follow best prac

tices, to accou

nt for

 any

changes in law, and/

or to further tran

sparent and re

sponsible use.
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BE IT

 FUR

THE

R RES

OLV

ED, 

the C

ounc

il req

uests

 that

 the M

ayor's

 Offic

e 

retur

n the

revise

d Sur

veillan

ce Us

e Pol

icy to 

Counc

il for 

futur

e revi

ew.

BE IT

 FUR

TH ER R

ESO

LVED

, the C

ounc

il req

uests

 that t

he Ma

yor's O

ffic

e pr

ovid

e an

initia

l repo

rt on

 ALPR

 tech

nolog

y to C

ounci

l withi

n si

x mon

ths fo

llowin

g con

tract 

appro

vals.

BE IT

 FUR

THE

R RES

OLV

ED, t

hat th

is ap

prov

al i

s no

t inte

nde

d to a

nd sha

ll no

t

supe

rsede

 exis

ting p

roces

ses 

to see

k ap

prova

l fo

r th

e app

ropr

iatio

n and e

xpen

ditur

e o

f spe

cific

funds

 throu

gh th

e annu

al bud

get pr

ocess

, or ex

isting

 proce

sses fo

r the

 appro

val an

d exe

cution

 of

contr

acts, 

dona

tions

, and 

gran

ts.

BE IT

 FURT

HER RESO

LVED,

 that t

he Coun

cil sha

ll revi

ew this a

pproval

 annual

ly as

requir

ed by

 San D

iego M

unicip

al Co

de sec

tion 2

10.010

5.

APPR

OVE

D: MA

RA W. ELLI

OTT

, CiK

Attor

ney

By j. --. 

Michelle A. Garland

Chief D

eputy Ci

ty Attor

ney

MAG:hm

July 7,2023

REV.COPY

August 2,2023

Or.Dept: PSE

Doc. No. 3351187 5
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 certify that the foregoing Resolution was passed by the Council of the City of San Diego, at this

meeting of

 

A

U

G

-

 O

- 

1

 

2

0

2

3

DIANA J.S. FUENTES

City Cler

#

 

- 

C

O

 

e

__r_  tth n  /

 3 -- èè60LJ 1*5=

Approved:

(date)

Vetoed:

(date)

D

e

p

u

ty

.Ç

if

lêrk

-

2

9

 - .

TODD GEE IA, Mayor

l

TODD GLORIA, Mayor
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Passed bythe Council of The City of San Diego on

 AUG 01 2023 ,

 

by the following vote:

Councilmembers

 

Yeas

Joe LaCava

Jennifer Campbell 

Stephen Whitburn

Monica Montgomery Steppe U

Marn

i von

 Wilp

ert 

Kent Lee [

Raul A. Campillo

Vivian Moreno 

Sean Elo-Rivera l

Nays

 Not Present

 

 

l El

0

 

El LI

l El

 l

 

I

I

 

Recused

Date of final passage 

AUG 0 9 2023

(Please note: When a resolution is approved by the Mayor, the date of final passage is the

date the approved resolution was returned to the Office of the City Clerk.)

AUTHENTICATED BY:

TODD GLORIA

Mayor of The City of San Diego, California.

(Seal)

DIANA I.S. FUENTES

City Clerk of The City of San Diego, California.

By é/ /4Gz--, Deputy

Office of the City Clerk, San Diego, California
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