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RESOLUTION NUMBER R-

 315236

DATE OF FINAL PASSAGE

 DEC 1 1· 2023

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

SAN DIEGO DETERMINING THAT THE SALE OF CITY-

OWNED REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 904 STATE

STREET, SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA, DESIGNATED AS

EXEMPT SURPLUS LAND, IS EXEMPT FROM THE

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT UNDER

CEQA GUIDELINES SECTIONS 15061(b)(3

) AND 1531

2.

WHEREAS, the City of San Diego (City) is considering declaring the real property

located at 904 State Street in downtown San Diego, which is commonly known as Columbia

Tower (Property), exempt surplus land under the Surplus Land Act (California Government

Code sections 54220 through 54234), and approving an agreement for the sale of the Property for

affordable housing purposes (Project); and

WHER

AS, within the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources

Code section 21000, et seq.), Public Resources Code section 21084 states that the CEQA

Guidelines (Cali fornia Code of Regulations, Title 14, Chapter 3, Section 15000, et seq.) adopted

by the California Office of Planning and Research under Public Resources Code section 21083

shall list those classes of projects which have been determined not to have a significant effect on

the environment and which shall be exempt from CEQA; and

WHEREAS, CEQA Guidelines sections 15300-15333 list the categorical exemptions

promulgated by the California Office of Planning and Research and adopted by the Secretary of

the California Natural Resources Agency for those classes of projects that have been determined

not to have a significant effect on the environnent; and
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WHEREAS, CEQA Guidelines section 15312 sets forth a categorical exemption for

"sales of surplus government property except for parcels of land located in an area of statewide,

regional, or areawíde concern identified in [CEQA Guidelines section 15206(b)(4)]"; and

WHEREAS, the City Planning Department determined that the Project is categorically

exempt from CEQA under CEQA Guidelines section 15312 because this activity involves the

sale of surplus government property, the Property is not located in an area of statewide, regional,

or areawide concern identified in CEQA Guidelines section 15206(b)(4), and no exception set

forth in CEQA Guidelines section 15300.2 applies; and

WHEREAS, the City Planning Department further determined that the Project is exempt

from CEQA under the common sense exemption in CEQA Guidelines section 15061(b)(3)

 that

CEQA only applies to actions having the potential to cause a significant effect on the

environment; and

WHEREAS, the Council ofthe City of San Diego (Council) considered the potential

environmental effects of the Project; and

WHEREAS, the Council held a duly noticed public meeting and considered the written

record and related public comment about the Project; and

WHEREAS, the Council, exercising its independent judgment, determined that the

Project will not result in a significant effect on the environment and is categorically exempt from

CEQA under CEQA Guidelines section 15312 (Surplus Government Property Sales) and is also

exempt from CEQA under the common sense exemption in CEQA Guidelines section

15061(b)(3) that CEQA only applies to actions having the potential to cause a significant effect

on the environment; and
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WHEREAS, the Counc

il, exercisin

g its indepen

dent judgment, deter

mined that the

Property is not located in an area of statewide, regional, or areawide concern identified in CEQA

Guidel

ines s

ection 15206(b)(4); an

d

WHEREAS, the Council, exercising its independent judgment, determined that no

exception set forth in CEQA Guidelines section 15300.2 applies to the Project because no

cumulative impacts were identified; no significant effects on the environment were identified;

none of the land is adjacent to a scenic highway; no historical resources will be affected by the

action; and none of the land is identified on a list of hazardous waste sites under Cali fornia

Government Code section 65962.5; and

WHEREAS, the Office of the City Attorney has drafted this Resolution based on the

information provided by City staff, including information provided by affected third parties and

verified by City staff, with the understanding that this information is complete, true, and

accurate; NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of San Diego, as follows:

1. The Projec

twillnot resu

lt in a sign

ificant effect on the environment and is

categorically exempt from CEQA under CEQA Guidelines section 15312 (Surplus Government

Property Sales) and is also exempt from CEQA under the common sense exemption in CEQA

Guidelines section 15061(b)(3) that CEQA only applies to actions having the potential to cause a

significant effect on the environment.

2. The Property is not located in an area of statewide, regional, or areawide concern

identified in CEQA Guidelines section 15206(b)(4).
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3. 

No ex

cept

ion set 

for

th in 

CEQ

A G

uide

line

s se

ction 

15300.2 a

pplie

s to 

the 
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ect.

4. 

The 

City C

lerk 

is dir

ecte

d to f

ile a

 Notic

e of

 Exem

ption

 with th

e Cle

rk of

 the 

San

Dieg

o C

oun

ty 

Boar

d o

f Su

per

viso

rs.

APP

ROVED: M

ARA 

W. ELLIOTT, City A

ttor

ney

b

ý

=

l

-

By

William W. Witt

Depu

ty C

ity 

Att

orn

ey

WWWjdf

11/17/2023

Or. Dept: Economic Devt.

Doc. No.: 3478036

I cert

ify th

at the

 fore

going

 Res

oluti

on was pas

sed 

by th

e Cou

ncil 

of the C

ity of

 San

 Diego

, at t

his

meeting of

 DEC 04 2

DIANA J.S. FUENTES

City Clerk

/

7

 

-

ý ( L/- L _)

Depu

ty 

City

 Clerk

Approved:

(date)

 

f)DD G

oš

 M

ayor

Vetoed:

(date)

 

TODD GLORIA, 

Mayo

r
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Passe

d by the C

ounc

il of 

The C

ity o

f San Diego

 on

 

DEC 04 2023 ,

 

by the

 follow

ing

 vote

:

Coun

cilmembers

 Yeas

Joe LaCava

Jen

nifer

 Ca

mpb

ell 

Steph

en Whitburn

Monica Montgome

ry Steppe

 

Marni von Wilpert

Kent Lee

Raul A. Ca

mpillo

Vivian Moreno

Sean Elo-Rivera

N

ay

s

Not Present

Recused

[J

DEC 1  2023

Date o

f final passa

ge

(Please 

note: When a re

solut

ion is ap

prove

d by the M

ayor, 

the d

ate of f

inal pass

age is

 the

date t

he ap

prove

d reso

lution was retu

rned t

o the 

Office o

f the C

ity C

lerk.)

AUTHENTICATED BY:

TODD GLORIA

Mayor of

 The C

ity of Sa

n Diego, 

Califor

nia.

(Seal)

DIANAJ.S. FUENTES

City Clýrk o

f The City of S

an Diego, C

aliforn

ia.

....1*: i

Co,e.

Deputy

Office o

f the City Clerk, S

an Diego, C

aliforn

ia
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