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A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

SAN DIEGO APPROVING MOBILE DEVICE FORENSIC

TECHNOLOGIES PURSUANT TO THE TRANSPARENT AND

RESPONSIBLE USE OF SURVEILLANCE TECHNOLOGY

ORDINANCE.

WHEREAS, the San Diego Police Department (SDPD) uses Mobile Device Forensic

Technologiés (MI)FT), which fall within the definition of surveillance technology under San

Diego Municipal Code Chapter 2, Article 10, Division 1, the Transparent and Responsible Use

of Technology Ordinance (TRUST Ordinance): and

WHEREAS. approval ofthe Council of the City of San Diego (Council) is required under

the TRUST 01·dinance; and

WHEREAS, SDPD tilizes the MDFT to extract cell phone data from cell phones when

proper legal authority, such as a search warrant or consent authortization form, is obtained.

MDFT is designed to complete extaction without altering tor adding data to the phone and

WHEREAS, MDFT provide crcíal insights into the natre of the crime being

investigated. These technologies are an invaluabe tool that· SDPD has used countless times to

 .

help victims of serious crimes including homicides and violent sexual assaults; and

WHEREAS. MDFT beeit the City and the community by fuìthering SDPD's ability to

provide critica information ad evidence collection for crimes; ad

Wl-IEREAS. MDFT are not shared with the vendors or third parties, and are only

accessed by tried and athorized SDPD personnel; and

WHEREAS, SDPD complies with the Califoria Electronic Communications Privacy

Act: under Penal Code section 1546.1 to safeguard the in formation contained on

a person's cell
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phone. Extra

cted data is 

consid

ered c

onfidential. C

opies of t

he data can only be obtained with a

court o

rder or o

ther leg

al proc

eeding; a

nd

WHEREAS, M

DFT will b

e used 

Cityw

ide an

d S

DPD held 

community m

eetin

gs

discussi

ng these techno

lgies in a

ll Council Districts

 on December 7,2023, r

eceived publ

ic

comment, an

d incor

porate

d the pub

lic comments an

d written

 respons

es into the Sur

veillan

ce

Impact Report; and

WHEREAS, SDPD Iias prep

ared and

 public

ly rele

ased 

and pos

ted 

a Sur

veillance Use

Policy 

and a Surv

eillance Impact Report 

for MDFT, on file w

ith the City Clerk 

as docu

ment

nuniber

 

R

31

55

25-

(

d

 R

-

3
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5

5
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5
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nd

WHEREAS, MDFT, incuding the propo

sed Surv

eillance Use Polic

ies and

 the

Surveillance Impact Repots, were reviewed by th

e Priv

acy Advisory Board (B

oard) on Jan

uary

18,2024, at a pu

blicly

 notic

ed meeting; a

nd

WHEREAS, the Board reco

mended the Counc

il appr

ove the MDFT prop

osal, with

recom

mended m

odifications

; and

WHEREAS, SDPD received and reviewed the recommendat·ions oftlic Board and

respon

ded to t

he Board's re

commendation in th

ree separate memorandum

s dated M

arch 1

8,

2024; and

WEREAS, the Council has considered th

e Sur

veillanc

e Impact R

eport

s and

Surveillance Use Policies for MDFT; and

WHEREAS, the Ccil has considered 

the recom

mendations of 

the Board; and

WHEREAS, the Ofice of the City Attorn

ey has dra

fted t

his reso

lution based 

ol the

information prov

ided by

 City staf

f with the und

erstand

ing that this information is c

omplete

.

 true,

and ac

cura

te; N

OW, THEREFO

RE,
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BE IT RESOLVED, by 

the City 

Council

 of th

e City o

f San 

Diego

, that the benefits to

 the

com

munity o

f M

DFT out

weigh

 the co

sts.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Council d

eterm

ines te C

ity's 

propos

al for

MDFT will sa

feguard 

civil 

liberties and

 civi

l rights

.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that th

e Co

ncil deter

mines th

at no 

altern

ative w

ith a

lesse

r eco

nom

ic co

st or 

lesse

r impact on civ

il rig

hts or 

civil lib

ertie

s w

ould 

be as e

ffective a

s

MDFT.

BE IT 

FURTHER RESOLVED. that MDFT are hereby

 appr

oved by 

the Council

prsuant to t

he TRUST Ordinance.

BE IT 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that this ap

proval is not iteded t

o and shall no

t

supersed

e existing

 processes to s

eek appro

val fo

r the app

ropri

ation and

 expenditu

re of

 specific

funds thro

ugh th

e annual budget process, o

r existing 

processes

 for the 

appro

val and

 execu

tion of

contracts, donations, and grants.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Counc

il shall rev

iew

 this ap

prov

al ann

ually a

s

requi

red b

y the TRUST Ordinance.

APPROVED: MARA W

. ELLIOTT, City A

ttorney

By

Jil

lS

.

i

lic

l

Dep C'ty

Attoric

JS

C

:li

m

April 5,2024

Or.Dept: PSE

CC N

o

. N

/A

Doc. No. 3614007
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MAY 1'4 2024

Passed by the Council of The City of San Diego on 

,

 

by the following vote:

Councilmembers

 Yeas

 

N

ay

s

 

Not Present

 Recused

Joe LaCava

Jennifer Campbell

Stephen Whitburn

Henry L. Foster 111

Marni von Wilpert

Kent Lee

Raul A. Campillo

Vivian Moreno

Sean Elo-Rivera

Ë

Il

l

í

l

0

E

Date of final passage

 

M

A

Y

 2

 

4

 

2

02

4

(Please note: When a resolution is approved by the Mayor, the date of final passage is the

date the approved resolution was returned to the Office of the City Clerk.)

AUTHENTICATED BY:

TODD GLORIA

Mayor of The City of San Diego, California.

(Seal)

DIANA I.S

.

 FUENTES

City Clerk of The City of San Diego, California.

By 

ll

  F

 

,

 

Deputy

Office of the City Clerk, San Diego, California
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