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RESOLUTION NUMBER R-
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DATE OF FINAL PASSAGE AUG 01 2024

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCL OF THE CITY OF

SAN DIEGO DECLARING THE EXISTENCE OF A SHELTER

CRISIS IN THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO AND SUSPENDING

APPLICABLE PROVISIONS OF STATE AND LOCAL LAW

PURSUANT TO THE CALIFORNIA GOVERNMENT CODE

RELATED TO PROVIDING PUBLIC FACILITIES TO

MITIGAIE THE EFFECTS OF THE SHELTER CRISIS.

WHEREAS. a significant number of persons are living in the City of San Diego (City):

without the ability to obtain shelter; and

WHEREAS, while significant progress has been made over the last few years to increase

programs and services for individuals experiencing homelessness in the City, the number of

individuals expeiencing homelessness remain far too high; and

WHEREAS, every January, the Regional Task Force on Homelessness (RTFH) conducts

an annual Point-in-Time Count to collect data related to homelessness in the San Diego region;

and

WHEREAS. the Point-in-Time Count conducted on January 25,2024, showed that:

10,605 individuals are experiencing homelessness in the San Diego region;

• 6,783 of those individuals live within the boundaries of

 

the City, which represents

aproximately 64 percent ofthe egional total, with the next-largest share of

population being 11.6 percent in East County;

• The remaining population of 2.590 individuals, which represents approximately

24.4 percent of the regional total, is spread arnong three areas made up of other

city jurisdictions and the unincorporated County

:

 North County Inland

.

 North
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Coun

ty Co

astal, 

and So

uth Co

unty (

each wi

th 8

.3 per

cen 8

.1 perce

nt, and

 8

percent of the total, respectively);

• 3,294 in

dividuals

 of the

 City's

 homeless

 populatio

n are

 sheltered

 in

 emerge

ncy

shelters, safe havens, or transitional housing;

3,489 indiv

iduals of th

e City's h

omeless

 population

 are unshelte

red, this me

ans

that appr

oximately 57 

percen

t of

 the tot

al num

ber of 

unsheltere

d indivi

duals in t

he

region live wi

thin the bound

aries of the Ci

ty; and

WHEREAS

, accórding

 to the RT

FH. for ov

er two yea

rs. the i

nflow of

 indivi

duals

entering 

into the ho

meessnes

s system

 outpaces t

he outflow

 of individu

als exitin

g to perma

ent

or other forms of long-term housing; and

WHEREAS

. according

 to the RTFH

's monthl

y report for

 June 2024,

 on averag

e, over the

last 12 month

s, 10 peope

 foud housing 

for every 1

6 people w

ho experie

nced home

lessness for

the first time; and

WHEREAS, the numb

er City funded shelter bed

s, that includes

 traditional shelte

r beds

options and shelter beds

 in the City Safe Sleep

ing Program, is less th

an the number

 of

individuals experie

ncing unsheltere

d homelessness in

 the City; 

and

WHEREAS, individuals without shelter are at risk of injury and harm due to exposure to

he.elements and due to other health-, safety-, and welfare-related circumstances and

consequences associated with living outdoors; and

WHERE

AS, su

ch indiv

iduals 

generall

y camp o

r lodge

 overnig

ht on o

r in Ci

ty parks

,

sidewalks, parking lots, and beaches, leading to conditions that are in some cases unsanitary for

individuals experiencin

g homelessness and 

for those

 visiting or using

 these City p

arks,

sidewalks, parking lots, and beaches; and
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WH EREAS, the effects 

and impacts of such c

amping and lodging 

activities have an

adverse effect on the he

alth and safety of the peop

le in the City

. including the 

population of

individuals

 experien

cing home

lessness

 and the pu

blic at l

arge; and

WHEREAS, according to the San Diego County Medical Examiner, there were over 600

deaths of persons experiencing homelessness in 2023 alone; and

HEREAS: the City provides funding for over 2.500 beds for individuals experiencing

homelessness, at 20 different facilities including congregate shelters, non-congregate shelters.

and safe sleeping sites, añd has opened certain public facilities for stoi-age of their belongings;

and

WHEREAS, City funded shelters and services improve access to sanitary conditions for

individuals experiencing homelessness, but the number of shelter beds provided at this time is

insufficient to house the number of unsheltered persons identified in the most recent Point-In-

Time

 Coun

t; an

d

WHEREAS, even though the City has been and is acting with urgency, including

expanding traditional she

lter capacity and Safe 

Sleeping opportunities by ov

er 930 beds within

the last year, there is still a need for additional shelter beds to accommodate the number of

homeless indiv

iduals in the Cit

y in need of shel

ter; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of Cali fbi-nia Government Code sections 8698 -

8698.4, the City may declare that a shelter crisis exists within its territory; and

WHEREAS. during a declared shelter crisis, provisions of any housing, health,

habitability, planning or zoning, or safety standards, procedures, or laws shall be suspended

provided the City has adopted and complies with local health and safely standards and

procedures for homeless shelters consistent with ensuring minimal public health and šafety; and
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WHEREAS. to facilitate 

adoption of local st

andards and proced

ures: the Cali

 

fornia

Department of Housing

 and Community Deve

lopment adopted App

endix P to the C

ali fornia

Building Code and Appen

dix AZ to the 2022 Cali

fornia Residential Cod

e, which est

ablish

minium standards for emergenc

y housing established pursu

ant to a decl

aration of shel

ter crisis;

and

WHEREAS. on May 8,2023, by Or

dinance O-21642

. the Counci

l of

 

the City of S

an

Diego (Council) adopted the 2022 Edition of the California Building Standards Code. with

amendments, including Appendix P to the California Building Code-ëštàölišhiñg·reasonble··

local standards and procedures for the design, site development, and operation of homeess

shel

ters

: and

WHEREAS. on July 22,2024, the City's Homelessness Strategies and Solutions

Department presented a Comprehensive Shelter Strategy Update to the Council identifying

approximately 1,602 shelter beds needing to be relocated or that will come offline in the future;

and

WHEREAS, in addition t

o the shelter beds

 that need to be

 replaced, the Com

preensive

Shelter Strategy Update identified a need for an additional 410 to 820 ci·isis response beds for

individual households and 55 to 100 crisis response beds for family households; and

WHEREAS, the Office of the City Attorney has drafted this resolution based on the

information provided by City staff. with the understanding that this information is complete. true.

and accurate; NOW, THEREFORE.

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of San Diego (Council). that the Council

hereby finds and adopts the recitals above as findings and determinations.
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BE IT FURTH

ER RESOLV

ED, that

 the Cou

ncil here

by finds and

 declares

 the ex

istence

of a shelt

er crisis 

in the Cit

y of San 

Diego pur

suant to a

nd in acc

ordanc

e with t

he pr

ovisions 

of

California Go

vernment Cod

e sections 86

98-8698

.4 because it fi

nds that a s

ignificant numb

er of

persons in th

e City are w

ithout the ab

ility to obtain 

shelter, wh

ich results in

 a thre

at to their

health and safety.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED. pursuant 

to Government

 Code sections 86

98-8698.4.

that this declar

ation of the

 existence of a

 shelter cris

is shall con

tinue in eff

ect until termi

nated by

the Council, w

hich terminát

ion shall not b

e effected 

while a sigñ

ifiéant-nu

mberòf persn

sr-

 -

remain withou

t the ability

 to obtain she

lter or whi

le unsan

itary sleep

ing and l

iving cond

itions or

other conditions endang

er the health and saf

ety of those unable

 to obtain shelter.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLV

ED, that purs

uant to

 Cal

i fornia Gov

ernment Co

de section

8698.4 the provisions o

f state or loca housing, health: habitability. pl

anning and zoning

.

 or

safety standards and pro

cedures for the design, si

te development, 

and operation of hom

eless

shelters are

 deemed suspe

nded and inap

plicable

 to activiti

es related to 

mitigating the 

shelter

crisis because strict compliance with such provisions would prevent, hinder, or delay the

mitigation of the effects of

 the shelter crisis; inclu

ding specifically

 that these provis

ions are

suspended and inapplicabl

e to the establishment an

d operation of

 homeless shelters

 at any public

facilities that the City ma

y make available to unshe

ltered individuals 

as reasonably

 determined

by the City to 

be necessary

 to mitigate th

e effects of

 the shelter cr

isis and

 that, wit

h respect 

to

such facilities, the Council authorizes the Mayor to apply reasonable local standards adopted by

ordinance.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Council requests that the City's labor

management representative expeditiously resolve, in accordance with approved memoranda of
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unders

tanding 

betwee

n the C

ity and 

its reco

gnized 

employ

ee or

gaizatio

ns and 

the Mey

ers-

Milias-

Brown

 Act, a

ny labo

r relat

ions matters 

related to

 the Ci

ty's res

ponse to

 the sh

elter cr

isis,

as re

lated 

to the

 use o

f any

 publi

c facil

ities t

hat

 the C

ity may

 mak

e avail

able to 

unshelt

ered

individuals.

BE IT F

URTHE

R RESO

LVED. that an

y one of 

the reaso

ns state

d herein a

s suppo

rt for

the dec

laratio

n of a s

helter

 crisis

 forms

 a suffi

cient

 basis

 on wh

ich to b

ase tha

t determ

ination

indepe

ndent 

of any

 othe

r.jus

tificati

on for

 the de

termin

ation

.

BE T

 FURT

HER 

RESO

LVED

. that 

the M

ayor, 

or des

igneè

·is·aut

hor

izé-to·ex

ecu

te----

document

s and to

 perform

 acts as a

re necess

ary and a

ppropriate

 to imp

lement thes

e appr

ovals.

BE IT

 FURT

HER RESO

LVED

, th

at the

 Council 

reque

sts th

at the

 Mayor pu

rsue

addre

ssing 

imme

diate 

shelt

er need

s an

d eva

luate

 the u

se of

 mas

ter leas

es, di

rect 

financ

ial

assistan

ce opti

ons. and 

underut

ilized Ci

ty pro

perties t

o ad

dress the 

crisis.

APPRO

VED: MA

RA ELL

IOTT

, City Att

orney

Heather M. Ferbert

Senior Ch

ief Deputy 

City Attor

ney

HMF:nsf:lm

07/24/2024

07/29/2024 COR. COPY

Or.Dept: HSSD

Doc. No. 3734088
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I cert

ify th

at th

e fo

oig

 Resol

ution

 was

 pass

ed by

 the 

Counc

il o

f t

he Ci

ty of S

an

 Diego

, at

 this

meeting of

 ]UL 3 02024

DANA

 JS F

UENTE

S

er

Depu

ty Ci

ty Cl

Approved:

l14--

(date)

TODD GU

Šf

 Mayor

Vetoed:

(d

a

te

)

 

TO

DD G

LO

RIA

, M

ayo

r
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Passe

d byt

he C

ounc

il of T

he C

ity of

 San

 Dieg

o on

 UL 3 0 2024 ,

 

by 

the

 foll

owi

ng 

vot

e:

Councilmembers

 Yeas

 

Na

ys

 Not Present

 

Recused

Joe LaCava

Jen

nife

r C

am

pb

ell

Stephen Whitburn 1

Henry L. Foster 111

Marni von Wilpert

Kent Lee

Raul A. Campillo

Vivian Moreno

Sean Elo-Rivera

L]

lí

l

L

E

L

E]

L

A

U

G

 

0

1

 

2

0

4

Date o

f fina

l pass

age

(Please

 note: Whe

n a re

solution

 is app

roved b

y the 

Mayor

, the d

ate of f

inal p

assage i

s the

date the

 appro

ved reso

lution w

as retu

rned to 

the O

ffice o

f the C

ity Cler

k.)

AUTHENTICATED BY:

TODD GLORIA

Mayor

 of Th

e City

 of

 San Di

ego, Cal

iforn

ia.

(Seal)

DIANA I.S. FUENTES

City Cle

rk of T

he C

ity 

 

San D

iego, 

Calif

ornia.

íì

\ /-%7?Já=P

, Deputy

Offic

e of t

he C

ity C

lerk,

 San

 Diego

, Cal

ifornia

315738
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