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A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

SAN DIEGO APPROVING AN ADJUSTMENT TO THE USER

FEES FOR PATIENT CHARGES RELATED TO GROUND

AMBULANCE TRANSPORT.

RECITALS

The Council of the City of San Diego (Council) adopts this Resolution based on the following:

A. In October of 2023, the City assumed emergency ground ambulance transport

patient billing and collection (Patient Charges) for all ambulance transport services provided

within the City of San Diego (City). The City collects Patient Charges pursuant to its transition

to an emergency medical services (EMS) system authorized in Sections 1797.230 and 1797.231

of the California Health and Safety Code, commonly known as the "Alliance Model."

B. On August 9,2023, Council approved Resolution R-315075, which authorized the

City to collect Patient Charges, established the City's Patient Charges, and prescribed the yearly

fee escalations through Fiscal Year 2025.

C. The City seeks to adjust the Patient Charges for emergency ground ambulance

transport as reflected in the Staff Report, titled "Proposed Fiscal Years 2026-2028 User Fees for

Patient Charges Related to Ground Ambulance Transport" (Staff Report), associated with this

Resolution. These adjustments include an increase of 7% beginning on July 1, 2025, for

 Fiscal

Year 2026, and successive increases of 5% each subsequent year for Fiscal Years 2027 and

2028. The proposed Patient Charge increases are necessary to account for infiationary pressures

and contractual increases for Advanced Life Support (ALS) and Basic Life Support (BLS) unit

hour costs paid to the City's contractors, Falck Mobile Health, and American Medical Response
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(AMR), fo

r ground am

bulance t

ransports u

nder the Al

liance Mod

el. Sinc

e rei

mbursemen

ts f

rom

Medicar

e and M

edi-Cal 

are fixed

, the inc

reased

 charges

 will af

fect insur

ance

 provide

rs, who

account for

 approximate

ly 8% of the City

's ground

 ambulance

 transport pa

tients.

D. All Patient C

harges are de

signated as

 Category II

 fees unde

r Council Po

licy No.

100-05 which provid

e for partial recovery

 at an estimated

 33% of total reasonabl

y related

expenses. Th

e cost recove

ry methodol

ogy is based

 on the esti

mated cost o

f Emerge

ncy

Operations, E

MS, and Comm

unications/Di

spatch services 

associated wit

h EMS resp

onses in

 the

General Fund,

 as well as pro

posed costs i

n the Emerg

ency Medica

l Services 

Transport P

rogram

Fund associate

d with the All

iance Model, a

s compa

red to the 

projected ann

ualized reven

ue fr

om

the Patient Charges.

E. Council Pol

icy 100-05

 requires chan

ges to use

r fee

s in the Gen

eral Fund an

d

Special Revenue

 Funds via the

 Department of F

inance's Compr

ehensive User Fee S

tudy or

department-initiated 

annual changes be

 first reviewed b

y the Budget and

 Government Effic

iency

Committee and su

bsequently proposed 

to the City Co

uncil. The San D

iego Fire Rescue

Departm

ent (SD

FD) see

ks a Cou

ncil wai

ver of

 Council

 Policy 1

00-05's 

requirem

ent tha

t the

proposed

 changes to

 Patient Cha

rges be firs

t reviewe

d by the

 Budget

 and Gove

rnment

 Efficien

cy

Committee.

F. In 2010, Cali

fornia voters

 approved

 Proposition 

26, which

 amended

 Articles

 XIII

A and XIII C

 ofthe Califo

rnia Constit

ution to provid

e that a

 levy,

 charge, or

 exaction of any

kind of fee im

posed, increas

ed, or extende

d by a local

 governmen

t is a tax,

 requiring two

-thirds

voter approval,

 unless an except

ion applies.
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G. Exceptions t

o Propositio

n 26 include us

er fees

 or gover

nment ser

vice fees t

hat do

not exceed th

e reasonable co

sts ofprovidi

ng a service,

 which includ

es all reasonabl

e direct and

indirect expens

es incurred by th

e City.

H. The propos

ed Patient

 Charges do

 not exceed 

the City's r

easonable c

ost of

providing EM

S, including th

e reasonable d

irect and ind

irect expense

s incurred by the City

related to ground a

mbulance patient tr

ansports. The descr

iptions of each 

Patient

 Charge

 are

outlined in the Staff Report, which inclu

des a Patient Charges Summ

ary Table that articulates

percentage of

 cost recovery for 

the service provi

ded pursuan

t to the Patien

t Charge.

I. The Office of the City Attorney

 prepared this Resolution based on

 the information

provided by City staff with the

 understanding that

 this information is complete

 and accurate.

ACTION ITEMS

Be it resolved by the C

ouncil ofthe City of San 

Diego:

1. The Council wa

ives the requirem

ent in Council 

Policy 100-05,

 Subsection 

C,

which states that user fees in the Gen

eral Fund and Special Revenu

e Funds via department-

initiated annual changes shall be 

first reviewed by the Budget

 and Government

 Efficiency

Committee and subseque

ntly proposed to the C

ity Council.

2. The Council auth

orizes the follow

ing user fee

 adjustments for P

atient Cha

rges for

emergency ground ambulance transpor

t: a 7% increase for

 Fiscal Year

 2026, beginning on July

1,2025; a subsequent 5% increase for Fiscal Year

 2027, beginning on July

 1, 2026; and a

subsequent 5% increase for Fiscal Year 

2028, beginning on July 1, 

2027.
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3. The Council authorizes Depart

ment o

 

f Finance to amend the 

fee rate book to

reflect the adjusted user fee for Patient Charges for the purpose ofpartial cost recovery of

emergency ground ambulance transport.

APPROVED: HEATHER FERBERT, City Attorney

y

 

l{ -  - 

Daniel Stuart Orloff

Deputy City Attorney

U

DO1:jdf:jn2

05/02/2025

05/27/2025 COR. COPY

Or.Dept: Fire Rescue

Doc. No. 4066396

I certify that the Council of the City of San Diego adopted this Resolution at a meeting held on

J

U

N

 

-

3

2

0

2

5

DIANA J.S. FUENTES

City Clerk

*puty € ity Clerlój

Approved:

 ( 9-

 

Ý.-3 -

(date)

 

CTODD GLO ,

 

Mayor

Vetoed:

(date)

 

TODD GLORIA, Mayor
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