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ORDINANCE NUMBER O- 22105 (NEW SERIES)

DATE OFFINAL PASSAGE JUN 1 5 2026

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 6, ARTICLE 7,
DIVISION 38 OF TH SAN DIEGO MUNICIPAL CODE BY

AMENDING SECTIONS 67,3801, 67,3802, 67.3803, AND

67.3804, BY REPEALING SECTIONS 67.3805,67.3806,
67.3807, AND 67.3808, BY RETITLING, AMENDING, AND

RENUMBERING SECTION 67.3809 TO 67,3805, AND BY
AMENDING AND RENUMBERING SECTION 67.3810 TO

67.3806 AND SECTION 67.3811 TO 67.3807, RELATING TO
EMERGENCY WATER REGULATIONS.

RECITALS

Th Council ofthe City of San Diego (Council) adopts this Ordinne based on the following:

A. The City of San Diego Public Utilities Department (PUD) is responsible for the

City's extensive water distribution sytem and relted infrastructure.

B. Managing the City' å water infrastructure requires regulatory compliance·and

periodic updates to he City' procedures should a drought or shortage occur. The City maintains

an Urban Water Management Pan and a Water Shortage Contingency Plan, both of which

include all relevant provisions of the California Water Code to be implemented during a water

shortage eiërgency.

C. PUD is in the proess of updating the currnt Water Shortage Contingency Pían to

refect updates in the California Water Code, inluding changes to turf maintenance, emergency

declarations, and related items.

D. The proposed changes to San Diego Municipal Code Chapter 6, Article 7,

Division 38 are also necessary to reflet hanges in the law and the City's Water Shortage

Coningeny Plan.
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E, The Office ofthe City Attorney prepared this Ordinance based on the information

rovided by City staff including information provide by affetd third parties and verfed by

City staff, with the understanding tht this information is complete and a urate.

ACTION ITEMS

Be it ordained by the Council of the City of San Diego:

Sectìon 1.  :i-:Çbapter 6, Arti le 7, Division 38 ofthe San Diego Muni ipal Code is

amended by amending. s ctions: 67.3801 67. 802,67:3803 n.67.3804, . read a  follows:

§67.3801 Declrat of Necesitya d tntll -R .la . ,· '7. -'i elc H  = -. ·1

(a) [No change in text.]

(b) In addition to the genral provisions ofsection 67.3803, this Divísion

incorporates by reference the City's ater Shortage Contingency Plan,

which inludes all provisions of California Water Code section 10632, as

may be mended, to be implemented durîng times of declared water

shortage emergencies. The ater Shortage Contngency Pan establishes

ves of drougHt response a tions to be implemented in times of shortage

_ with inreasing restrictions onwater us .in sp ne:to.worseing drougbt

.,: onditions and,dereasing-availablewatersupplies.  ...

§67.3802 Definitions -' -  - --   - , -- · · - .- . C , 7·

For purpos s ofthis Division, defined terms appear in italics. The following

definitions apply in this Division:

Cascading Founta n through Disaster [No change in text.]
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Drought means any shortage in water supply based upon expeted demand that is

caused by hydrological, environmental, legislative, judicial actions, or by

infrastructure fa lure.

Fu ctiona  tuf means a ground oover surface of twflocated in arecreational use

area or,community space. Func iona  turfdoes not include tuf enclosed by

fencing· rother bariers to permanently preclude human access.fóróòreadoñór...

âssømblý.  

Growe néans a oustomr engaged in the growing or raising, in conformity with

recognized pra tices of husbandry, for the purpose of commerce, trade, or

industy, or for use by public educational or orretional institutions, of

agricultural, horticultural or loricultural produ ts, and produced: (1) for human

consumption or fr the market, or (2) for the feeding of fowl or livestok

produced forhuman conumption or for themarket, or (3) for the feeding offowl

or livestock for the purpose of obtaining their products for human consumpton or

for the market. Grower does not refer to c stomers who purchase water subject to

the Metrp litan Interim Agricultural Water Program or the San Diego County
1

Water Aüthority Spec al Agricultural Rate Programs,
1

Ind ÿtri üse [No change ìn text.]

Measwable Rat ll [No change in text]

Mtropolitan 1To change in text.]

Non-functioncit tuf neans any hfthat is not*netiona  tuf and includes of

located within right-o-wqy and parking lots.

Onamental Founmin through PotedPlants [No hange in text.]
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§67.3803

Recreationa  Fountain means ny recreatonal structur, other than swimming

pools or spa pools, whioh is open to the general public, or which may be open to

the general public, and uses re-circulated water in which people ome into

contact. This includes water features, inter tive fountains  water slides,

waterfalls, or combinations of such water features, Waterfeatures not intended for

hu aií contact, such as ornamentalountains, are not included.

Rght-ofway has the same meaning as Public Right-f w y in San Diegoi  

Muni ipal Code section 113.0103, as may be amended.

Shortage Response Actions means the supply shortage mitigation tools that can be

implemented through the City's ater Shortage Contingenc  Plan and are a mix

ofprohibitions on end use, çonsumption reduction methods supply augmentation

and operational change measures.

k fm ans a ground cover surface of grass that is mowed and m i taned.

ater Authory through ater Conservaton No change in text]

ater Shortage Connngenc  Plan means the Cily's contingeny plan in the event

of a delared water emergeny or enactment of more stringent restrictions 

water use as required by the California Deparment of Water Resources.  - r.

ater Shortage Level means the progressive range of water supply shortages and

defned shortage response actions as provided in the City's ater Shortage

Contingency Plan.

W ater W aste Prohibitions

To prevent the waste of water and to promote water conservation, èach øf the

following actions is prohibited, except whre neessary to address an immediate
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health and safety need or to comply with a term or condition in a permit issued by

a state or federal agency:

(a) Using potabl water for the irrigation of no nctional twffor

commerial, industrial, and institutional properties per timelines and

requirements set forth in Californa Water Code section 10608.14, as may

be amended.  . 9   · . . f: - -·

Section 67.3803(a) shall not apply to twf irrigated with reyled water or

to functional turf. - r .f - ,"n · · ý· e  ··:

(b) Applying potable water to outdoor landscapes in a manner that causes

i rigation runoff or uncorrôoted leaks such that water flows onto adjacent

property, on-irrigated aras, private and publi  walkways, roadways,

parldng lots, or structure.

(o) Failing to repar or stop all watr leaks upon discovery or within 72 hours

of notification by the City of San Diego,

(d) Washing down sidewalks, drivoways, parkng area , tennis ourts or oter

paved areas without using a power washer or a hose with a shutoffnozzle.

Washing any paved areas is only allowed to alleviate immediate. safety or·,·

sanitation hazards. Wash watr shall be collected and prèvèntëd frò ín-'  -

leaving the property and entering the municipal separate storm sewe

system under Chpter 4, Article 3, Division 3 ofthis Code.

(e) Ov lfilling swimming pools and spas.

(0 Using non-recirculating ornamentalbuntains ocascading fòuntains.

(g) Washing vehicles at non-commercial vehicle washes.
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00 Using a hose that dìspenses potble water to wash a vehicle, except where

the hose is fitted w ith a shutoff nozzle or device atta hed to it that auses

it to cease dispensing water ìmmødiately when not in use.

(i) Using single pass-through cooling systems as part of water servce

connetions. Using non-recìrulating systems in all conveyer car wash and

commeri l laundry systems.

0) Serving drinking water other than upon requés in eating or drinking, . .

estblishments, inluding restaurants, hotels, cafes, cafterias, bàrs ór -· ží

other public pla es where food or drink are served or purchased.

(k) Operatinga hotel or motel without providing guests the option of choosing

not to have towels and linens Iaundered daily orprominently disp aying

notice of this option in each guestroom using clear and easily undergtood

anguage.

(1) Irrigatingpottedplant  non-commerial vegetable gardens and fruit trees,

residential and co mercial lands apes, including golf ourses, parks,

school grounds and reoreation fields, from 10:00 a,m. to 6:00 p.m..A

custömer may irrigate at any time the following:

(1) through (3) [No ohange in text.]

(4) for landscape establishment folowing a disaster. Such irrigation is

permitted for a period of up to two months, after which a hardship

variance is required in accordance with section 67.3806.

(5) [No change in text]
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§67.3804

(6) for nursery and commercial growers using a hand-held hose

equipped with a positive shut-offnozzle, a hand-held container, or

when a drip or micro-irrigation system or equipment is used.

Irrigation ofnursery propagation beds is permitted at any time.

(m) Theirrigatio with potable water of no nctiona  tzfon public street

medians.  9  

(a) The irrigation with potâble water of lands apes outside ofnewly.. Éi= - -

constructed homes and building  iñ a manner inconsistent with reulations

or other requirements stablished by the California Building Standards

Commission and the Dep rtment of Housing and Community

Development.

(o) The appli ation of potable water to outdoor lands apes during and within

48 hours after measurable rainfall,

Applicatio

(a) [No change in text.]

 · This Division is intended sotely to further the conservation of water. It:is-

not intended to implement or replace any provision of federal, state-òr ·-

local statutes, ordinances, or gulations relating to protection ofwàtèr-

quality or control of drainage or runofF.

(0) Nothing in this Division is intended to affect or limit the ability of the City

Manager to de>lai  and respond to an unforeseeable dis aster or w ater

emergency suoh as an earthquake, drought, aqueduçt break, or other major
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disruption in the water supply, pûrsu nt to the Cty Chartr or other

provisions of this Code.

(d) This Division is intended to identify permanent water use restrictions

applicable to c ýtomers, The City Manager, at the City Manager's

dis retion, may implement additional Shortage Response Actions through

the ater Shortage Contigency Plan based on the current state of the

City's water supply and statewide restrictions. he Shortage Respone

c ions presented in the City's Wa er Shortage Cntingency Plan

represent a range of actions that can be used in combintion, depending on

the severity and duratìon of the shortage. The mix of hortage Response

Acton taken in any given ater Shorage Leve is designed to produce an

additional 10 perent of demand redu tions abov  th prvious ater

Shortage Levels reduction.

e) This Division does not apply to use of water from private w lls or to

relaimed water, or the use of grey water systems.

(f) This Division- does not apply to use of water that is subject to a speial

supply program,; such as the Metropolitan Interim Agrioultural Water

Program or the ater Authoriy Special Agricultural Rate Prog ms.

Violations of the conditions of special supply program.s are subject to the

penaties established under the applicable program. A customer using both

water subject to a special supply program and other water provided by the

City of San Diego is subject to this Division in the use of water provided

by the City of San Diego.
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Theuse of potable water by any customer for Industrial Use, including the

evaporative cooing of I dustria l Use facilities, is exempt from the

prov sions of Munîcipal Code setion 67.3805 ifall of the following

conditions are met to the satisfa tion of the City Manager:

(1) The customer has satisfa torily implemented the Best Management

Practices identified by the City Manageri-an  . - - i  " -·. /-

, (2) The c stomer is in ompliance With··tì  ŠaíifóÉÍa ùbiñ- C.od .ž C.:

title 24, part 5 ofthe California C àè· fRegulatíòñý,4 élúdií¿ €- ž-

using all applicable waterconserving fixtures and ñittings on the

premises to the fulest extent possibl.

h) Ifa customer'premîses is located in an area where City reclaimed water is

available for cu tomer use by direct onnection to the City's reclaimed

water infrastructure, the use of potable w ter by that ustomer for

Indu tria  Use, including the ovaporative cooling of Industrial Use

faci ities, is exempt from the provisions of Muni ipal Code section

67.3805, if all of the following conditions aremetto the satisfaction ofthe· .

City Manager:

(1) the customr uses reclaimed w tér oh:-ft-šjremisèšfò he fullest

extent possible, including in landscape irrigation and evaporative

cooling, if applicable; and

(2) The customer Îs in compliance with the Californa Plumbing Code,

title 24, part 5 of the California Code of Regulations, including
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using all pplicable water-conservìng fixtures and fittings on the

premises to the fullet extent possible.

(i) This Division does not apply to areas serviced by the Parks and Recreation

Depatment, including public right-of w y, and street trees, or areas with

significant public benefit requirìng enhanced irrigation schedules, such as

public parks. Irrigation of the areas serviced by the Parks and Recreation

Department-shall be operated and maintained aocordin to a schdule

determined by the City Manager.

Section 2. Chapter 6, Article 7, Division 38 of the San Diego Municipal Code is

amended by repealing sections 67.3805,67.3806,67.3807, a d 67.3808.

Setion 3. Chapter 6, Article 7, Division 38 of the San Diego Municipal Code is

amended by retitling, amending, and renumbering setion 67.3809 to 67.3805, and by am nding

nd renumbering seotîon 67.3810 to 67.3806 and section 67.3811 to 67.3807, to read as follows:

§67.3805 Procedures for Determination and Notificaton of Water Shortage Level

(a) The xistene of ater Shortage Levels 1 or Level 2 may be declared

. upon reo mendation by the City Manager and resolution of the City

Council, upon a written determination of the existence ofthe fa ts and

ircumstances supporting the determinatìon. A copy ofthe written

determination shall be filed with the City Clerk. The City Manager shall

publish anotice ofthe determination of existence of Ifater Shortage

Level 1 or Level 2 conditions in a newspaper. The City of San Diego may

also postnotice ofthe condition on its website. The Public Utilities

Department shall monitor the projeted supply and demand for water

during periods of emergency or drought and shal rcommend to the City
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Manager the extent ofthe conservatio req ired. The City Manager shall

recommend to the City Council the implementation or termination of the

appropriate level of water conservaton in accordance with this Division.

(b) The existence of ate Shortage Levels 3,4, or 5 may be declared upon

rec mmend tion by the City Manger and resolution ofthe City Council,

'he mand tory conservation measures applicable to ter Shortage  ý ..·

LeieLy 33 4, or 5 conditions shall take effet on the tenthilaý aftèr-the ídate-

the ater Shortge Level is declared by fînal passage of fhee'soltio.? s

Within five days followingthe delaration of the Water Shotage Leel,

te City Manager shall publish a notice giving the extent, terms and

conditions respeting the use and onsumptîon of water a minimum of on,©

tme for three consecutive day in a newspaper. If the City Council adopts

a water allocation, the City Manager shall publish notice of this adoption

in a newspaper. Water allocation shall be effective on the fifth day

followng the date of publication or at such later date as specified in the

notice.

(é) The existnce of a a er Shortage Level 6 condition may be-delaredý ---

upon recommendation by the City Manager and regolutiòñ.òftlí  City-ž ý y

Council and in a cordance with the procedures specified in the California

Water Code and City's ater Shortage Cotngency Pan. The mandatory

conserv tion measures applicable to ater Shortage Level ó conditions

will tke effect on the tenth day after the date the response leve is

declared by final pass ge of the resolution. Within five days following the
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delaration of the ater Shorage Leve, the City Manager shall publish a

notice giving the extent, terms and conditions rspecting the use a d

consumption of water in a newspaper. If the City Council. adopts a water

alloation, the City Manager shall publish notice of the allocation in a

newspaper. Water àllocatìon shall be eff tive on the fifth day following

the date of publication or at such later date as speified in the notice.

.(d)· -· The City of San Diego may declare an end to Water Shortage Levels 1,2,
.·- · ..  · i . . -

3, 4, 5 and 6 upon recommendation of'the Citý Managèr and resolution by

§67.3806

the City Council.

Hardship Variance

(a) If, due to unique circuinstances, a specific requirement of this Division

would result in undue hardship to a cu s tom er using City of San Diego

water or to property upon which City of San Diego water is used that is

disproportionate to the impa ts to City of San Diego water users generally

or to similar prop rty or classes ofwater uses, then the ustomer may

apply for a variance to the requirements as provided inthis.section... . ... :.:

The variane may be granted or conditionally granted nly upon.a w.ritte

finding of the existence of facts demonstrating an und e hardship to a ..  .

customer using City of San Diego water or to prnperty upon which City of

San Diego water is used, that is disproportionate to the impacts to City of

San Diego water users generally or to similar property or classes of water

user due to specific and unique ircumstances of tho user or the user' s

property.
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§673807

(1) through (3) [No change in text.]

(4) Required Findings for V ance.

(A) Except as set forth in section 67.3806 40(B), an

appli ation for a vaiance will be denied unles  the City

Manager finds, b sed on the information provided in the

application, supporting douments, or su h additi ñ --- - 

nformation as may be requested, and on ater Íàe  L  :

information for the property as shown by the recöýdkóf th

City of San Diego, all of the following:

) through (iv) [No change in text]

( 3) An application for varianc  will be denied unless the City

Manager finds, based on the information provided in the

application supporting documents, or such additional

information as may be requested, and on water use

information fortbe prop rty as shown by the records oftho

City of San Diego, either ofthe following:

(i) through (iù [No change in text.]

(5) - No relief will be granted to any cuçtomer for any reason in"he-3 í  

absence of a showing by the customer that the customer has

a hieved the maxi um practical reduction in water consumption in

the customer's residential, commercial, industrial, instìtutíonal,

agricultural or governmental water consumption.

Violations nd Penalties
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It is unlawful for any c tomer to violate the mandatory provisions of this

Division. Violations are subject to criminal, civil, and administrative pealties and

remedies as provided in Chapter 1 of this Code. In addition, service ofwater may

be discontinued or appropriately limited through the installation of flow

restri ting devices to any custo er who willfully uses water in violation of this

Div ision.

Section 4 . The Council dispenses with a full reading of this rdiñàñèi lèfo  Ì-

passage because a written copy ofthis Ordinance was made available to the Cóùci -nctïlîé-

public befor the date of its passage.

Section 5. This Ordinanc  will take effect and be in force on the t irtieth day from

nd after its final passage.

APPROVED: HEATHER FERBERT, City Attorney

TU nlciward Stanek

puty City ttorney

JES:lmj :C T

Åpri 28,2026
Or.Dept: PUD
Doc.No. 4349285
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I certify that the Council ofthe City of San Diego adopted this Ordinance at a meeting held on
JUN 0 8 026

DIANA J .S. FUENTES

City Clerk

f ' '

Approved:
(d ate)

Vetoed :

(date)

e

TODD GLORIA, Mayor

TODD GLORIA, Mayor

1
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STRIKEOUT ORDINANCE

OLD LANGUAGE: S uek Øut

NEW  LANGUAGE: Double Underline

ORDINANCE NUMBER 0- Ew SERIES)

DATE OF FINAL PASSAGE

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 6, ARTICLE 7,
DIVISION 38 OF THE SAN DIEGO MUNICIPAL CODE BY

AMENDING SECTIONS 67.3801,67.3802,67.3803, AND

67.3804, BY REPEALING SECTIONS 67.3805,67.3806,

67.3807, AND 67.3808, BY RETITLING, AMENDING, AND

RENUMBERING SECTION 67.3809 TO 67.3805, AND BY

AMENDING AND RENUMBERING SECTION 67.3810 TO -

67.3806 AND SECTION 67.3811 TO 67.3807, RELATING TO
EMERGENCY WATER REGULATIONS.

§67.3801 Declaration of Necessity and Intent

(a) [No change in text.]

(b) In addition to the general provisions of eetiø ñ section 67.3803, this

Division e ab he incorporates by reference the Water Shorta e

Contineencv Plan. which includes all provisions of California Water Code

section 10632. as mav be amended. and regulations to be implemented -:-: · : -; :

during times of declared water hortages or declared water shortage  :i -

emergencies. he ater Shorta e Continencv Plan establishes feu  . .

levels of drought response actions to be implemented in times of shortage,

with increasing restrictions on water use in response to worsening drought

conditions and decreasing available water supplies.

e> Drought Response Level 1 measures are voluntary and will be reinforced

through local and regional public education and awareness measures.
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Drought Response condition Levels 2 or higher become incrasingly

restrictive in order to attain escalating conservation goals.

el During a Drought Response Level 2 condition or highr, the water

conservation measures and water use restrictions established by this

Division are mandatory and violations are subject to criminal, civil, and

administrative penalties and remedies as provided in Chapter 1 of this
1't.-'i-'. -:.1 L.

Gede
-

ã .  

§67.3802 Definitions

9-   ·. 

The following word  and phrases whenever us d in this Division will have the

meaning defined in this For purposes of this Division. defined terms

appear ii  italics. The following definitions applv in this Division:

Cascading Fountain through Disaster [No change in text.]

Drought means any shortage in water supply based upon expected dema d

demand that e  caused by hydrological, environmental, legislative, judicial

actions, or by infrastructure failure.

Functional turfmeans a round cover surface of turflocated in a recreational use· 

area orcommunity space. Functional turfdoes not include turfenclošed 1*' ""

fenciñg or other barriers to permallentlv preclude human access for récrè tí  ó

assemblv .

Gro er means a cu s tom er engaged iii the growing or raising, in conformity with

recognized practices of husbandry, for the purpose of commerce, trade, or

industry, or for use by public educational or correctional institutions, of

agricultural, horticultural or floricultural products, and produced: (1) for human
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consumption or for the market, or (2) for the feeding of fowl or livestock

produced for human consumption or for the market, or (3) for the feeding of fowl

or livestock for the purpose of obtaining their products for human consumption or

for the market. Grower does not refer to e ømes-customers who purchase water

subject to the Metropolitan Interim Agricultural Water Program or the San Diego

Countý Water Authority Special Agricultural Rate Programs.

Industrial Use [No change in text.]

Measurable Rai ll [No change in text.]

Metropolitan [No change in text.]

Non-hnctional turfmeans any turfthat is not functional turf and includes turf

located within ri ht-ofwav and parkin lots.

Ornamental Fountain through Potted Plants No change in text.]

Recreational -Fountain means any recreational structure, other than swimming

pools or spa pools, which is open to the general public  or which may be open to

the general public, and uses re-circulated water in which people come into

c ntact. This includes, but is not limited to, zero depth water features, i teractive  · ·

fountains, water slides, waterfalls, or combinations of such water feàtúres :Wate

features not intended for human contact, such as ornamentalfountains, are not - ...:  -

included .

Right-ofwav has the same meaning as Pub ic Ri ht-of-wav in San Diego

Municipal Code section 113.0103. as mav be amended.

Shrta e Response Actions means the supplv shorta e miti ation tools that can be

implemented through the ater Shorta re Continencv Plan and are a mix of
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(O-2026-129)

prohibitions on end use. consumption reduction methods. supply augmentation.

and operational change measures.

Turfmeans a ground cover surface of grass that is mowed and maintained.

aterAuthority through ater Conservation [No change in text.]

ater Shorta e Contingency Plan means the City's contingency plan in the event

of a déclared water emergencv or enactment of more stringent restrictions on
i  . _ '-- · t.  -..· .

water use as required bv the California Department of Water Resources.
d h  Ch-9 0.

Fater Short  Level means the progressive range of water supplv shorta es and
s .  

§67.3803

defined shota e respo se actions as provided in the Water Shortage Contin encv

k

W ater W a ste Prohib itions

To prevent the waste and unreasonable use of water and to promote water

conservation, each of the following actions is prohibited, except where necessary

to address an immediate health and safety need or to comply with a term or

condition in a permit issued by a state or federal agency:

í ål ·· · Using potable water for the irrigation of non- nctional turffor: -· .-. n v..

ê òmmercial industrial. and institutional properties per·tiñ eli è ïd: . :. .

- requirements set forth in California Water Code section 10608.14. àš ma

be amend

Section 67.3803(a) shall not apply to turfirrigated with recycled water or

to ncti mal tur

a> Ol Ap ling potable The application of potable water to outdoor landscapes

in a manner that causes irrigation runoff or uncorrected leaks such that
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water flows onto adjacent property, non-irrigated areas, private and public

walkways, roadways, parking lots, or structures.

 ígl Customers shall Failing to repair or stop el water leaks upon discovery or

within seentywe 12 hours of notification by the City of San Diego.

0  ídl A customer shall not wash Washing down sidewalks, driveways, parking

areas, tennis courts  or other paved areas without using a power-washer or j  

ahose with a shutoff nozzle. Washing any paved areas is only allowed to·  .

alleviate immediate safety or sanitatioñ až árdš. Wasl water shàll be: :   -

c llected and prevented from leaving the property and enteri g-the

municipal separate storm sewer system pi *a*teunder Chapter 4,

Article 3, Division 3 of this Code.

d  í  A customer shall not overfill Óverfilling swimming pools and spas,

e íf A cu tomer shall not use Usin non-recirculating ornamental untains or

cascading fountains.

Washing vehicles at non-commercial vehicle washes.

8 Oil Using ahose that dispenses potable water to wash a metevehiclerexcept-·

where the hose is fitted w ith a shut-offnozzle or device attached to it thatj ·.

causes it to cease dispensing water immediately when not in i se :» - ---

(g  í il Si gle Using single pass -through cooling systems as part ofwater service

connections shall be prohibited after the effective date of this section

6 . 0 . Non recirculating Using non-circulating systems in all conveyer

car wash and commercial laundry systems shall be prohibited afep he

effective date of this section 67.3803.
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f  1 Serving drinking water other than upon request in eating or drinking

establishments, including but not limited to restaurants, hotels, cafes,

cafeterias, bars, or other public places where food or drink are served or

purchased.

0 íkl Operating a hotel or motel without providing guests the option of choosing

not to have towels and linens laundered daily or operating a hotel or motel

witae  prominently displaying notice of this option in each guestroom

using clear and easily understood language.
· .'· 9 . · . .'I   - ·'. ' '  ' '.   "  · .'í-' 9   "

Øíll A customer may only irrigate Irrigating vottedplants, non-commercial

vegetable gardens and fruit trees residential and commercial landscapes,

including golf courses, parks, school grounds and recreation fields befee

from_10:00 a.m. andra e  6:00 p.m. A customer may in-igate at any time

the following:

(1) through (3) [No change in text.]

(4) for landscape establishment following a disaster. Such irrigation is

- . permitted for a period of up to two monthš, after which a hardship

variance is required in accordanc , withéc n,67.3810 section

67.3806.

(5) [No change in text.]

(6) for nursery and commercial growers using a hand-held hose

equipped with a positive shut-offnozzle, a ha d-held hand-held

container, or when a drip or micro-irrigation system or equipment
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is used. Irrigation ofnursery propagation beds is permitted at any

tim e.

§67.3804

(1 (m) The irrigation with potable water o f ernamentanon- nctional turon

public street medians.

 11 The irrigation with potable water of landscapes outside o f newly

constructed homes and buildings in a manner inconsistent with regulations

or other requirements established by the California Building Standards - r :j

Commission and the Department of Housing and Community

Develop ient.

 o) The application ofpotable water to outdoor landscapes during and within

48 hours after measurable rainfall.

Application

(a) [No change in text.]

 íbl This Division is intended solely to further the conservation of water. It is

not intended to implement or replace any provision of federal, state, or

local statutes, ordinances, or regulations relating to protection ofwater-.- -- -· -

quality or control of drainage or runoff. , r .   -:- · 4  · ·· 1'7'.'-

0  1 Nothing in this Division is intended to affect or limit the abilityofthe-City.:-

Manager to declare and respond to an unforeseeable disaster or water

emergency such as an earthquake, drought, aqueduct break, or other major

disruption in the water supply, pursuant to the City Charter or other

provisions ofthis Code.
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11 This Division is intended to identifv permanent water use restrictions

applicable to customers. The Citv Manager. at the Citv Manager' s

discretion. mav implement additional Shorta e Response Actions throu h

the ater Shorta e Contingencv Plan based on the current state ofthe

Citv's water supply and statewide restrictions.

The Shortage Response Actions presented in the ate-Shó-tti è  - - i  /- --

Continencv Plan represent a rane of actions that caA b -Úsèd iti- í
.3 : i   A 'P · Ai.

combination. depending on the severitv and duration of t ë shórflè.-Th
í ·  - · ï · . · . :  í

mix of Shorta e Response Actions taken in anv given  3hö t èé   - --

Leve is designed to produce an additional 10 percent o f demand

reductions above the previous Water Shorta e Level's redu ction.

d  ígl This Division does not apply to use of water from private wells or to

reclaimed water, or the use of grey water systems.

fe ífl This Division does not apply to use ofwater that is subject to a special

supply program, such as the Metropolitan Interim Agricultural Water

Program or the· ater uthori  Special Agricultural Rate Programs.; . ,

Violations òf the conditions of special supply programs are subj ct to-:the  

penalties established under the applicable program. A custome using.bojh-

water subject to a special supply program and other water provided by the

City of San Diego is subject to this Division in the use of water provided

by the City of San Diego,

fØ ígl The use of potable water by any customer for i dus ia luse Industria l

e, including the evaporative cooling of ndu: trial usc Industrial Use
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facilities, is exempt from the provisions of M e a -Gede section

67.38060  if all of the following conditions are met to the satisfaction of

the City Manager:

1) The customer has satisfactorily implemented the Best Management

Practices identified by the City Manager; and

(2) The customer is in compliance with the California Plumbing Coder

title 24, part 5 of the California Code of Regulations, including  ._

- -- using all applicable water-conserving fixtures and fittings·onther,«

premises to the fullest extent possible.

(g  ítù Ifa customer's premises is located inanareawhere City reclaimed water is

available for eus emep use by direct connection to the City's reclaimed

water infrastructure, the use of potable water by that customer for

indu i -1  Industrial Use, including the evaporative cooling of

dus 4 se Industrial Use facilities, is exempt from the provisions of

M icipa Cø de section 67.3806(4  if all of the following conditions are

m t tö the satisfaction of the City Manager:

(1) The customer uses reclaimed aféró ts preiñises-o.the:fullest--u

extent possible, including in landscape irrigation and èvàporative.  D

cooling, if applicable; and

(2) The customer is in compliance with the California Plumbing Code,

title 24, part 5 0 f the California Code of Regulations including

using all applicable water-conserving fixtures and fittings on the

premises to the fullest extent possible.
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 01 This Division does not apply to areas serviced by the Pafle Parks and

Recreation Department, including public right-of-wav, and street trees, or

areas with significant public benefit requiring enhanced irrigation

schedules, such as public parks. Irrigation of the areas serviced by the P le

Prks an Recreation Department shall be operated and maintained

accórding to a:schedule determined by the City Manáger, conšistent ithrí..v i :':

section 67.3801. 4 . · . · J l 4 ' · · 1 r 1 .  ·

Drought Response Level l Drought Watch Condition /f--- Ž  f f f-  : · 

 - -A Dought Response Level 1 condition is also referretlto as a-Dróúght 

Watch" condition. The City anager may recommend, and upon

resolution ofthe City Council, declare a Drought Response Level 1 when

there is a reasonable probability, due to d ought, that there w ill be a

supply shortage and that a consumer demand reduction of up to 10 percent

is required in order to ensure that sufficient supplies will be available to

meet anticipated demands. Upon such declaration, the City Manager shall

 take action to implement the voluntary Level 1 conservation practices : :-  -

identified in this Division. · . 4 ! . . ·Z; -  •. •  . 1

4 During a Level í Drought atch condition, City of San Diego .will i -j  . i 

increase its public education and outreach efforts to increase public

aw rnss of the need to implement the following ater conservation

pf iG

Limit all landscape irrigation to no more than three assigned day

per week on a schedule established and posted by the City Manager.
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This provision does not apply to commercial groiv rs or nurseries,

nor to the irrigation of golf course greens and tees.

@ Use a hand held hose equipped with a positive shut off nozzle or

hand held container or a garden hose sprinkler system on a timer to

water landscaped areas, including trees and shrubs located on

residential and commercial properties that are not irrigated by . »

landscape irrigation system. - .  l . : · J ·   1 -V Ç

(3 The washing of automobiles, trucks, trailers, airplanes aniothe .-h:

typ s of mobile equipment is permitted only before 10:00 am  or

after 6:00 p.m. with a hand held container or a hand. held hose

equipped with a positive shut off nozzle for quick rinses. Boats

and boat engines are permitted to be washed down after use.

Washing is permitted at any time on the immediate premises of a

commercial car wash. The use of water by all types of commercial

car washes which do not use partially recirculated water will be

reduced in volume by an amount determined by resolution oftlic . --

City Council. Mobile equipment washings are exempt from thes ... -

regulations where the health, safety and welfare of the public are r . =

contingent upon frequent vehicle cleanings, such as garbage trucks

and vehicles to transport food products, livestock and perishables.

4 Use recycled or non potable water for construction purposes when

il bl
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§6 :380

0 Us  ofwator from fire hydrants will be limited to fire fighting,

, meter installation by the Water Department as part ofits Fire

Hydrant eter Program, and related activities or other activities

necessary to maintain the halth, safety and welfare ofthe citizens

o f San Diego.

(6 Construction operations receiving water from a fire hydrant meter-

or water truck will not use water beyond normal constfuction i :  

activities, consistent with Section 67.3803 and that requiréd.bý . m

regulatory agencies. Construction projects requiring watering- for

new landscaping materials hall adhere to the designated irrigation

hours ofonl before 10:00 a.m. and after 6:00 p.m.

Drought Response Level 2 Drought Alert Condition

) A Drought Response Level 2 condition is also referred to as a "Drought

Alert" condition. The City Manager may recommend and, upon resolution

of the City Council, declare a Drought Response Level 2 when, due to

drought a cosurner demand reduction of up to 20 pér i  re-q ired-in-„: :

ordef to énsure that s fficient supplies will be available to meét·,:  ,c ,-,,e

anticipated demands. Upon declaration of Drought Response.Leel 2,:the

City Manager shall take action to implement the mandatory Level 2

conservation practices identified in this Division.

f All City of San Diego water custom rs shall comply with all Level 1

Drought atch atr conserva tion practices during a Level 2 Drought

Alert, and shall also comply with the following conservation measures:
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(O-2026-129)

0 Limit alllandscape irrigation using sprinklers to no more than five

minutes per watering station during the two assigned days per

week on a schedule established and posted by the City anager.

This provision does not apply to landscape irrigation systems using

water efficient devices, including drip/micro irrigation systems and

stream rotor sprinklers.  - 4 7 :-  

(2 Landscaped areas, including trees and shrubs not irrigated bya.. -.

landscape irrigation system governed by Section 67.3806(b)(1) . '

shall be watered no more than two assigned days per week by  -

using a hand held container, handheld hose with positive shut off

nozzle, or low volume non spray irrigation (soaker hos .)

69 Stop operating ornamentalf untains except to the extent needed

for maintenance.

Pottdpla t, non commercial vegetabl gardens and fruit trees

may be irrigated on any day, but must be irrigated only before

10:00 ü.m. or after 6:00 p.m.

Irrigation is permitted any day at any time, as folio . t

6 as required by a landscape permit;

for erosion control;

) for establishment, repair or renovation of public use fields

for schools and parks; or

for landscape establishment following a saster.  Su ch

irrigation is permitted for a period of up to two months,
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§ 380

which a hardship variance is required in a ordance with

Section 67.3810.

Ø> The City anager may recommend and, upon resolution o f the City

Council, implement n water allocation per customer account served by the

City of San Diego, and a schedule of ureharges or penalties for exceeding

the water allocation. If the City Council adopts or modifies water ·,·  'r. -£.: :.

allocations, the City ianager will post notic  of the water allocation prior, i-·: t

. f .- . ..  to thè ·effective date(s), Following the effective date(s) of thevateri .-- .  d th·

alloation as éštablished by the City Council, any cu tomer that u es watr

in excess of the allocation will be subject to a surcharge or penalty for

each billing unit of water in excess oftbe allocation. The surchargé or

penalty for excess water usage will be in addition to any other remedy or

penalty that may be imposed for violation of this Division. The w a ter

conserva tion measures required under Level 1 Drought Watch and Level 2

Drought Alert conditions, may be suspended by resolution of the City

Council during the period a water allocation is in effect .-.. :·· : · ·:.-·   :  ;

Drought Response Level 3 Drought Critical Conditi n - . 4  ..  C-d =  U

A Drought Response Level 3 condition is also referredto s t: Drought is 

Critical" condition. The City Manager may recommend and, upon

resolution of the City Council, declare a Drought Response Level 3 when,

due to drought, there will be a supply shortage and that a consumer

demand reduction of up to 40 percent is required iI order to ensure that

sufficient supplies will bc available to meet anticipat d demands. Upon
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(O-2026-129)

declaration ofDrought Response Level 3, the City Manager shall take

action to implement the mandatory Level 3 conservation practices

identified in this Div ision.

0 All City of San Diego water custom rs shall comply with all Level 1

Drought Watch and Level 2 Drought Alert watr conservation practices

during à Level 3 Drought Critical condition and shall alo complywith the--

following additional mandatory con v tion mea ures --. i · „ c c.ì r--

€ 1 . . Limit all landscape irrigation to no more than fi e mifutçë--ç ... : è

watering station during the two assigned days per week on a --- -

schedule established and posted by the City Manager. This

provision will not apply to commercial grov rs or nurseries, nor to

the irrigation of golf course greens. Custonlers with irrigation

systems that use non standard spray heads, such as impact rotors,

rotating nozzles or micro spray heads shall limit irrigation to no

more than 18 minutes per day total on assigned watering day.

. Stop filling or re filling omamental lakes or ponds, except to the..

extent needed to sustain pla its or aniinals that ha e beenactiv lyi-: .

manged within the water feature prior to declaration ò fa-drought :

response level under this Division.

(3 Stop washing vehicles ecept at commercial carwashes that re

circulate water, or by high pressure/low volume wash systems.

0 Stop operating ca: cadingfbuntains and rcrationalfòuntain

except to th etent needed for maintenance.
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e Upon the declaration of a Drought Response Level 3 condition requiring a

30 percent or greater demand reduction, new potable water services,

temporary or permanent water meters, and statements of imm diate ability

to serve or provide potable water service (such as, will serve letters,

certificates, or letters o f availability) will be allowed only under the

 -  circumstances listed below. This provision does not preclude the res tting

or turn on.of meters to provide continuation of water service or to restòrê é .

šervice t at has been interrupted.  .  !  - 0  
C

1 A valid b ilding permit has been issued for the proj ct; or

6 The project is necessary to protect the public's health, safety, and

(3 The number ofnew fire hydrant meters will not exceed the existing

number of currently authorized fire hydrant meters. A new fire

hydrant meter will be issued only when an old meter is returned; or

The applicant provides substantial evidence satisfactory to the City

Manager of an enforceable commitment that the new water ·  .  -r

demands for the project will be offset prior to the profision óf new.

water meter(s). Such offset shall be in the form of additional. watr

conserva tion measures, the provision of recycled water use in

place of existing potable water demands, or other such offsets

deeloped and approved by the City Manager. These offsets shall

be reflected in a reduced capacity fee from the projecfs initially

calculated demand (for example, an offset of 75 equivalent
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dwelling units ("edu') is provided so thattheproject's 200 edu

demand is reduced to 125 edus and fees are paid on 125 edus but

the service and meter will be sized at 200 edus).

Development projects with approved tentative maps and related

entitlemen  shall have their maps and related entitlemenfs expiration

dates tollèd for the period of time that the Drought Response Level 3 -  - -:. c

condition is in place but not to exceed 5 years, unless the developmenti- -ri. -:1

project applicant chooses to proceed with development under subsectio :. .

-(c) 1) throgh (c) 1) above.

(d Upon the declaration of a Drought Response Level 3 condition, th City

Manager will suspend consideration ofannexations to its service area.

(e The City Manager may recommend and, upon resolution ofthè City

Council, implement a water allocation per c :tom r served by th City of

San Diego, and a schedule of surcharges or penalties for exceeding the

water allocation. If the City Council adopts or modifies a water allocation,

the City Manager will post notice ofthe allocation prior to the_effectiv

d te(s). Following the effective date(s) of the water lloation-s 3 . . ý...ï  ·

established by the City Council, any c stomer that uses water in excess of - :

the allocation will be subject to a surcharge or penalty for each billing unit

of water in ecess of the allocation. The surcharge or penalty for x ss

water usage will be in addition to any othér remedy or penalty that may be

imposed for violation ofthis Division. The atr conserva tion m ea s u res

required under Level 1 Drought Watch, Level 2 Drought Alert, and Level
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3 Drought Critical conditions may be suspended by resolution ofthe City

Council during the period a water allocation is in effect.

§6 .380 Drought Response Level 4 Drought Emergency

(a> A Drought Response Lvel 1 condition is also referred to as a "Drought

Emergency" condition. The City Manager may recommend and, upon

· resolution of the City Council, declare a water shortage emergency -R = 4  D.--3

: .pursuant to California Water Code section 350 and declare a DOUg t: 35€  3 . - -1- -

Response Level 1 when there is a reasonable probability that there ill:be

a supply shortage and that a consumer demand reduction of more than 10 ---_ --

percent is required in order to ensure that sufficient supplies will be

available to meet anticipated demands, Upon declaration of a Drought

Response Level 1, the City Manager shall take action to implement the

mandatory Level 1 conservation practices identified in this Division and

on the grounds provided in California Water Code section 350.

b All City of San Diego water cu tomers shall comply with all water

con n'tion measures required during Level 1 Drought atch, Lee12 -  ·· . - -

Droúght Alert, and Level 3 Drought Critical conditions and shall l: :>  - ·.-.:6 .

còmply with the following additional mandatory conservation measure.s: .  · ti._. t.-. .. .-40

Stop all landscape irrigation, except crops and landscape products

of commercial grower and nurseries. This restriction does not

applyte

(A aintenance oftrees and shrubs that are watered no more

than two assigned days per week on a schedule established
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and postedby the City Manager, andby using a hand held

container, hand held hose with an automatic shut off

nozzle, or low volume non spray irrigation;

(B Maintenance of existing landscaping necessary for fire

p teete

Maintenance of existing lañd: ca íi g fot rsion control;
- . . D.  J ·· ·.·2 5 · 

0) . Maintenance ofplant materials identified to be rare,

protected by City Council Policy or essential to the well

being of rare animals;

> Maintenance o flandscaping within active public parks and

playing ields, day care centers, school grounds,

cemeteries, and golf course greens, provided that such

irrigation does not exceed two days per week according to

the schedule established under Section 67.3807(b)(1);

9 Watering of livestock; and

3 Public works projects and actively irrigated environmental

mitigation projects.

2 Stop filling or refilling residential pools and spas.

3 No now commitments or agreements will be entered into to

provide water to cu tomers or agencies located outside ofthe City

of San Diego.

§67.3809 Procedures for Determination and Notification of Drø ught=Respø ø e Water

Shortage Level
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(a) The existence of a Drought Response Level Water Shorta e Levels 191

ee di iø  may be declared upon recommendation by the City Manager and

resolution ofthe City Council, upon a written determination of the

existence ofthe facts and circumstances supporting the determination. A

copy of the written determination willåhâll be filed with the City Clerk.

The City Manager 1illl publish a notice of the determination of:4 y-r

existence of Drought Response Level ater Shorta. e Level l?condition-r-

2 onditions in the City'. officiala newspaper. The City of San Diegò inày

- - als  post notice ofthe condition on its website. The Wate Public Utilitièš

Department willhålmonitor the projected supply and demand for water

during periods of emergency or drought and wil®ll recommend to the

City Manager the extent of the conservation required. The City Manager

wilhåll recommend to the City Council the implementation or

termination of the appropriate level of water conservation ill accordance

w ith this Div ision.

( )-, .The existence of Drought Response Level 2 or Level ater Shorta e. .

Levels 3. 4. or 5 eø di ies-may be declared upon recommendátion bythe

City Manager and resolution of the City Council. The mandatory È.:.:i

conservation measures applicable to ø ugh-Response Level 2 or Level

Water Shortage Levels 3,4. or 5 conditions wilshll take effect on the

tenth day after the date the espe seleel ater Shortage Level is

declared bv final passage of the resolution. Within five days following the

declaration ofthe response level ater Shorta e Level, the City Manager
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(O-2026-129)

užl ll publish a notice giving the extent, terms and conditions

respecting the use and consumption of water a minimum of one time for

three consecutive days in the City'S official newspaper. If the City

Council adopts a water allocation, the City Manager w shall publish

notice of this adoption in the City': officiala newspaper. Water allocation

wilëhü be effective on the fifth day following the date of publication-or

at such later date as specified in the notice. 7 7

(é) The existence of a Drought Response Level 1 ater Shortage Leveli

c ndition may be declared upon recommendation by the City Manager and

resolution of the City Council and in accordance with the procedures

specified in he California Water Code Sections 351 and 352 and ater

Shorta e Continencv Plan. The mandatory conservation measures

applicable to Drought Response Level 1 ater Shorta e Level 6

conditions will take effect on the tenth day after the date the espø eeve

Water Shorta e Level is declared by final passage of the resolution.

Within five days following the declaration of the espe eee t -

Shorta e Level, the City Manager w §!ll! publish a notice giving the

extent, terms and conditions respecting the use and consumption of wáter-

iii the City's officialä newspaper. If the City Council adopts a water

allocation, the City Manager wilshall publish notice o f the allocation in

the City's officialâ newspaper. Water allocation wil â l be effective on

the fifth day following the date of publication or at such later date as

specified in the notice.

-PAGE 21 OF 24-

C
.

E
:

L
.r
.

L

ék
 . 1.L

·'N

t - /t .
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(d) The City of San Diego may declare an end to Drought Response Lvels

Water Shorta e Levels 1,2,3 é, 4. 5. and 6 upon recommendation of

the City Manager and resolution by the City Council at any regular or

special meeting of the City Council.

§67.3810 Hardship Variance

(a) If; due to unique circumstances, a specific requirement of this-_Div sion -4-=.

would result in undue hardship to a cu s tom er using City of Sàn--Diego, ..2.-i

water or to property upon which City of San Diego water is uš d, thàtfisi  L 1

disproportionate to-the impacts to City of San Diego water users generall --

or to similar property or classes of water uses, then the customer may

apply for a variance to the requirements as provided in this-Seetie  section

67.3806.

(b) The variance may be granted or conditionally granted, only upon a written

finding ofthe existence of facts demonstrating an undue hardship to a

c u s tom er using City of San Diego water or to property upon which City of

Sa l Diego water is used5 that is disproportionate to the impacts to City of.= .

San Diego water users generally or to similar property or classes of wate---·

user due to specific and unique circumstances of the user or the usersj: .--·.4-

property.

(1) through (3) [No change in text.]

(4) Required Findings for Variance.

(A) Except as set forth in Section 67.3810(B) section

67.3806 (4 (13 , an application for a variance will be
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denied unless the approving authority City Manager finds,

based on the information provided in the application,

supporting documents, or such additional infonnation as

may be requested, and on water use information for the

property as shown by the records ofthe City of San Diego,

all of the following:

(i) through (iv) [No change in text]  -  - ! i t - i  t ž 2

(B) A  application for variance willbe deied unless the.î   :

aþ proving authority City Manager finds, based on- he

information provided in the application, supporting

documents, or such additional information as may be

requested, and on water use information for the property as

shown by the records of the City of San Diego, either of the

following:

(i) through (ii) [No change in text.I

5) No reliefwill be granted to any customer for any reason-in:the-  -

absence of a showing by the customer that the cu tomerhas- :  ,,.,

achieved the maximum practical reduction in water consumption iii

the customer's residential, commercial, industrial, institutional,

agricultural or governmental water consumption.

§67.381 7 Violations and Penalties

It is unlawful for any customer to violate the mandatory provisions of this

Division. Violations are subject to criminal, civil, and administrative penalties and
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(O-2026-129)

remedies as provided in Chapter 1 of this Code. In addition, service ofwater may

be discontinued or appropriately limited through the installation of fow-

restricting devices to any c s tom er who willfully uses water in violation of this

Div ision.

JES:lmj:em
April 28,2026

Or.Dept: Public.Utlities. - -  - . „ . . -  . r. -

S ý - 7 -_- - 7 .

Doc . No. 4 34 5648
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Passed bythe Council of The Cty of San Diego on lune 8,2026. by the following vote:

Councilmembers

Joe LaCava

Jennifer Campbell

Stephen Whitburn

Henry L. Foster Ill

Marni von Wilpert

Kent Lee

Raul A. Campillo

Viv ian Moreno

Sean EloRivera

Yea s Nays Not Present

.
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Date of fina[ passage J'ÚÑ 1 6202°; ii or ..1 . ,-  -. -,-._ _-_ .... --__ -

(Please note: When an ordinance is approved by the Mayor. the date of final passage is the

date the approved ordinance was returned to the Office of the City Clerk.)

AUTH ENTICATED BY:

TODD GLORIA

Mayor of The City of San Dego, Calfornia.

(Seal)

DIANA I.S. FUENTES

Cty Clerk of The City of San Diego, California.

By , Deputy

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregong ordinance was rot finally passed until twelve calendar

days had elapsed betwéen the day:øfits,ntroductòn and:theday of its final passage towit, on

MAY 1 2 2026.l...- ,. ,1 .. héliòñ  . -  t.· - -,l:N,1.5·..2026·,· .,s

 FURTHER CETFY tha éí rtìkà èè- áš; full-þrlá ý šàéé H-ül "
readng was dispensed with by a vote of five members of the Councl, and that a written copy of

the ordinance was made available to each memberof the Council and the public priorto the day

of its passage.

(Seal)

DIANA I.S. FUENTES

City Clerk of The City of San Diego, California.

By Deputy

Office of the City Clerk, San Diego, Californa

Ord inance Num ber O-22105


