












Table of Requested Actions and Responses 

 

Requested Action (Issue footnoted by source) 

Response 

 

Implemented/ 

Current Process 

Being reviewed 

(timing) 

Not being 

pursued 

Notes 

Revise the Historical Resources Guidelines of the Land Development Manual to 

seek public input in determining the presence of a potential historical resource 

even when a site-specific survey has been submitted
1, 3 

 

X 

   

Revise the Historical Resources Guidelines of the Land Development Manual to 

clarify that the Preliminary Review Process for potentially historic resources 

includes the public input process
1, 3 

 

X 

  Implemented following 

the LU&H meeting in 

September 2009 

Revise the Historical Resources Guidelines of the Land Development Manual to 

clarify that when there is disagreement between staff and the pubic as to whether a 

potentially historic resource exists, based on valid documentation, the decision 

should be forwarded to the historical Resources Board for determination
1, 3 

 

X 

  Implemented following 

the LU&H meeting in 

September 2009 

Revise the process to allow 10 days for public input on a Preliminary Review for 

Historical Resources (current process allows for a five-day review period)
1
 

   

X 

 

Develop policy language pertaining to fines for unpermitted destruction of 

potentially historic resources
1
 

 X  

(short term)  

 Will require change to 

the current Code 

Amend the Land Development Code to require posting of demolition permits on 

the project site
1, 2

 

   

X 

 

Provide additional information about demolition permits to the public via the 

City’s website
1, 2

  

 

 

 

 

 

X 

 

Process demolitions and controversial projects with buildings 45 years or older 

through community planning groups to better address cumulative impacts
2, 3 

   

X 

 

Request City Attorney opinion on Ministerial review process for potential 

historical resources
2 

 X 

(unknown) 

  

Arrange SOHO and City Attorney training for DSD staff on CEQA
2 

 
  X  

Comply with CEQA when buildings are over 45 years old, including cumulative 

analyses and fair argument rule
2 

X    For discretionary 

projects 

More intensive investigation should be required for properties that are 65 years or 

older after reconnaissance surveys are adopted
2
   

   

X 

 

Provide survey data online for City Departments and the pubic
2 

 X 

(short term) 

  

Prepare EIRs for community plan updates
2 

X    

Review of all demolition permits by staff meeting Secretary of the Interior’s 

Qualifications
2 

 

X  

  For properties 45 years 

or older 

Preliminary review should be part of Community Planning Group meeting 

process
2, 3 

  X  



 

Requested Action (Issue footnoted by source) 

Response 

 

Implemented/ 

Current Process 

Being reviewed 

(timing) 

Not being 

pursued 

Notes 

Provide better oversight by staff of consultant reports including reference and data 

checking with conclusions based on evidence or supportive documentation
2 

 

X 

  Reports are not 

accepted by staff unless 

they meet the adopted 

Guidelines; additional 

research is conducted 

by  staff as warranted 

Remove consultants from the City’s list when reports repeatedly leave out facts or 

conclusions are unjustified
2 

 X 

(long term) 

  

Require environmental documents under CEQA fair argument rule before 

demolition permits are issued when consultant reports leave out facts or 

conclusions are unjustified
2
 

 

X 

  

 

For discretionary 

projects 

Promote adaptive reuse and enforce code compliance
2 

X   This is the basis for the 

Historical Resources 

Regulations and the 

Historic Preservation 

Element of the General 

Plan 

Demolition permits should not be issued without review of a new project 

including zoning and planning issues for all parcels involved in project
2 

 X  

(long term) 

   

Create, maintain and make available to the public a database of cumulative 

impacts related to built, planned and future projects
2
   

   

X 

 

Implement a substantial and punitive interim penalty until all details of the revised 

code enforcement penalties are adopted
2 

   

X 

 

Revise definition of remodel to removal of 25% or less of building similar to 

definition in Coastal Zone
2 

   

X 

 

Perform ongoing inspection during project construction to ensure demolition of 

existing resources is not excessive
2 

 

X 

   

Issue fines and require mitigation for actions that exceed approved permit
2 

X    

Implement Conservation Areas/Design Guidelines for older communities as part 

of community plan updates
2 

 X (short and 

long term) 

  

Require ministerial projects to conform to community plans
2 

X   Ministerial actions by 

definition conform to 

community plans 

Limit number of community plan updates each year
2 

  X  

Amend the Land Development Code to increase the time to determine the need for 

a site-specific survey from 10 to 15 days after public notification of pending 

action
3 

   

X 

 



 

Requested Action (Issue footnoted by source) 

Response 

 

Implemented/ 

Current Process 

Being reviewed 

(timing) 

Not being 

pursued 

Notes 

Amend the Land Development Code to extend notification distance from 300 feet 

to 1,000 feet around properties with pending land use projects
3 

   

X 

 

Revise the approval process to delay issuance of demolition and ministerial 

construction permits until five working days after posting of notice of pending 

permit on City’s website
3 

   

X 

 

Require any site specific survey submitted by a project applicant must be prepared 

by a consultant meeting Secretary of the Interior’s Qualifications
3 

X    For discretionary 

projects 

Revise the Historical Resources Guidelines to require staff decisions made by 

individuals meeting Secretary of the Interior’s Qualifications and staff decision 

cannot be overruled by management or other department members
3 

 

X 

  

 

Historical Resources 

staff currently meet 

these Standards 

Require any staff report submitted to the Historical Resources Board for use in 

considering historical designation be prepared by staff meeting Secretary of the 

Interior’s Qualifications
3
 

 

X 

  

 

Reports are reviewed by 

staff meeting 

Qualifications 

 

Footnotes: 

1  Office of Councilmember Todd Gloria Council District Three, Memorandum dated December 2, 2009 

2  Uptown Planners Land Use and Housing Demolition Policy Concerns & Proposed Solutions dated September 1, 2009 

3  Neighborhood Historic Preservation Coalition letter dated September 23, 2009 






























