THE City oF SAN Dieco

ReporT 10 THE CiTY CounciL

DATE ISSUED: August 31, 2010 REPORT NO: 10-110
ATTENTION: Natural Resources and Culture Committee
Agenda of September 8, 2010
SUBJECT: Otay Valley Regional Park History and Nature Education Facilities Grant
Proposal

REQUESTED ACTION:

Approval of ordinances:

1.

That the Mayor or his representative is authorized to apply to the State of California for
an amount not to exceed $304,500 in Nature Education Facilities Program Grant Funds
for improvements to the Otay Valley Regional Park.

That the Mayor or his representative is authorized to take all necessary actions to secure
funding from the State of California for improvements to the Otay Valley Regional Park.

That the Chief Financial Officer is authorized to appropriate and expend funds if grant
funding is secured.

That the Chief Financial Officer to establish a special interest-bearing account for the
grant if funding is secured.

That the City will certify there will be sufficient funds available to complete the project,
prior to commencement of any work on the project included in this application.

That the City certifies it will have sufficient funds to operate and maintain the project.

That the City certifies it has reviewed, understands and agrees to the General Provisions
contained in the contract shown in the Grant Administration Guide, and that the City
agrees to comply with all applicable federal, state and local laws, ordinances, rules,
regulations and guidelines in the execution of the grant agreement.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approve requested action.




EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

On November 7, 2006, Californian voters passed Proposition 84, the “Safe Drinking Water,
Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control, River and Coastal Protection Bond Act of 2006”.
Prop 84 is the fund source for the Nature Education Facilities Program, which will award grants
on a competitive basis for the creation of new facilities and outdoor structures to inspire
environmental stewardship and provide nature education to communities across California.

City Park and Recreation Staff collaborated to create a project proposal with the City’s partners
in the Otay Valley Regional Park (OVRP) Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement (JEPA), the
County of San Diego and the City of Chula Vista; and WiLDCOAST, a local environmental
nonprofit that is working to build stewardship for the OVRP. The proposal requests $304,500
from the State of California to design, construct and install bilingual interpretive panels, along
with benches or sitting rocks, in the OVRP. The proposal is part of a collaborative effort
between the JEPA partners and WiLDCOAST to provide nature education opportunities and
historical interpretation to underserved communities in the Otay River Valley.

This action approves the City’s application for grant funds. If the grant is approved, the project
will be completed within approximately 34 months of the grant award date.

FISCAL CONSIDERATIONS:

$304,500 cost for design, construction, and installation of facilities to be covered by grant, if
received. Future maintenance of the park improvements will be the responsibility of the City of
San Diego and County of San Diego, in accordance with the JEPA for the OVRP. The Park and
Recreation Department Open Space Division (for the Western OVRP) and Public Utilities
Department (for the Eastern OVRP) budgets will need no increase to accommodate maintenance
activities for the planned improvements.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY CONTRACTING INFORMATION (IF APPLICABLE): N/A

PREVIOUS COUNCIL and/or COMMITTEE ACTION: None

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION AND PUBLIC OUTREACH EFFORTS: The item was

presented to a joint meeting of the OVRP Policy Committee and Citizens Advisory Committee
on July 22, 2010.

KEY STAKEHOLDERS AND PROJECTED IMPACTS: Key stakeholders for this project
include: residents in Council District 8 and Chula Vista; the OVRP Citizens Advisory
Committee; the OVRP Policy Committee; the City of Chula Vista and County of San Diego, the
City of San Diego’s partners for the OVRP.
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