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SDG&E’s Commitment to Solar
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Good News About Solar
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Rooftop Solar Benefits
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Challenges to a Solar Future
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Solar power so popular, legislature has to raise
cap on incentives

By Eric Wolff
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$60 per month charge for not using power from Dominion
Virginia Power’s coal-fired plants.

Dominion took its request for a “stand-by” fee to
the State Corporation Commission in Richmond today.
In south Alexandria, on a sunny but cold morning, local
clean energy business owners and activists with the Vir-
ginia Sierra Club staged a protest.

“Dominion’s charge would be so high it would make
it uneconomic to install these larger systems, essentially
destroying the market for them,” said Ivy Main, renew-
able energy chair of the Virginia Sierra Club.

The charge, which the Virginia General Assembly
explicitly allowed in legislation passed last year, would
apply to people who generate between 10 and 20 kilowatt
hours of electricity.
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can use to offset the cost of electricity when solar panels
are not supplying power.

“The standby charge is a matter of fairness,” said Da-
vid Botkins, a spokesman for Dominion Virginia Power.
“The sun doesn’t shine at night; the wind doesn’t always
blow. It would be unfair for customers who don’t have
these systems to have to pay the infrastructure costs for
those who do. The charge lets Dominion recover costs for
serving the customers whose alternative energy system
does not provide the power they need.”

Dominion said that without the standby charge, a
resident with a 20-kilowatt system would be charged only
about $8 per month, although the fixed infrastructure cost
is the same as for any other customer. In testimony before
the State Corporatign Copmission, a Dominion exegutive
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An Electric Grid That Serves
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How the System Works Today

800 kWh Electricity User

lllustrative Purposes Only

$60 $120

600 kWh

400 kWh

300 kWh

Without Solar

600 kWh

400 kWh

300 kWh

With Solar

(Generating 700 kWh)

0% Draft

A Qs} Sempra Energy utility*
Here for you, ev 11/8/2011 - Vl 8




Unsustainable Cost Shift
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SDG&E’s Proposal
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What This Means for Customers with Solar
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Collaborative Discussion

* Promote a dialogue to
identify potential solutions

* Launch “Share the Sun”
to expand access to solar

* Develop a feed-in tariff

* Increase the NEM cap

neyond 5 percent

* Explore mechanism to
ensure installed projects’
economics
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