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DATE: September 4, 2012 
 
TO: Natural Resources & Culture Committee - Agenda of September 19, 2012 
 
FROM: Roger Bailey, Director of Public Utilities 
 
SUBJECT: Monthly Update on the Indirect Potable Reuse/Reservoir Augmentation 

Demonstration Project 
________________________________________________________________________ 
The Public Utilities Department reports monthly to the Natural Resources & Culture 
Committee on the progress of the individual tasks budgeted within the Indirect Potable 
Reuse/Reservoir Augmentation Demonstration Project, also referred to as the Demonstration 
Project. The last update occurred on July 25, 2012 (ITEM-6). Due to council recess in August, 
the September memo will also include information from August.  
 
Public Outreach & Education 

 
• During this rating period, the Advanced Water Purification (AWP) Facility tour program 

achieved a major milestone when it welcomed its 2,500th visitor. The achievement was 
quickly followed by the 200th tour milestone which coincided with an International 
Symposium on Global Environmental Challenges. Notable guests during this reporting 
period included Assemblymember Toni Atkins, a San Diego County Water Authority 
mentorship group, NR&C Committee Consultant Kevin Smith, Eastern Municipal Water 
District staff serving South Riverside County, and representatives from the Coalition of 
Neighborhood Councils. 

 
• CBS 8’s Larry Himmel visited the AWP Facility on August 6 to film a news segment 

about the Demonstration Project. In a lighthearted look at the Demonstration Project, the 
segment explained the purpose of the pilot program, showcased the facility components, 
and encouraged viewers to tour the facility. The segment originally aired during the 5 p.m. 
broadcast on August 6 and repeated the next day on the morning news broadcast. The clip 
is available on Larry Himmel’s “In the Neighborhood” web page at 
http://www.cbs8.com/story/19210248/wade-in-the-water. 

 
• A new public opinion poll commissioned by the San Diego County Water Authority was 

conducted in July by Rea & Parker Research. Eight hundred and sixteen adult San Diego 
County residents were surveyed on their opinions regarding water supply diversification 
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efforts, water conservation, and recycled water. As in years past, an additional set of 
questions regarding behavior toward advanced water purification technology and the 
City’s Water Purification Demonstration Project, were also part of the survey. Dr. 
Parker, from Rea Parker Research, is available to present city research findings to the 
Natural Resources & Culture Committee later this year, if so desired. 

 
Operation of Advanced Water Purification Facility 
 
• A review of the Quarterly Testing Report No. 3 was completed in August. The water 

quality data reflects results from 1,300 microbial tests, and more than 6,000 laboratory 
tests to measure the concentration of 330 chemical contaminants in the water. Eight online 
continuous monitoring instruments were used to verify the performance and integrity of 
each of the treatment steps (membrane filtration, reverse osmosis, advanced oxidation).  
 
The water quality testing included all regulated drinking water contaminants, all 
contaminates under consideration for regulation, constituents of emerging concern (CECs) 
and microbial contaminants. The purified water produced at the AWP Facility met all 
applicable drinking water regulations. Water quality results have been consistent 
throughout the nine-month test period.  

 

 
Roger S. Bailey 
Director of Public Utilities 
 
MAS/ar 
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