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“Zero Waste is a principle that takes into consideration how
resources flow from “cradle to grave”.

Zero Waste Objective will allow:

ESD statf to develop a Zero Waste Plan
0 Divert 75% waste by 2020

0 Reach Zero Waste by 2040
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ZERO WASTE DEFINED 
Entails handling discarded materials as resources rather than waste
Conserving these resources through waste prevention, recycling, and composting and takes into consideration how resources flow from “cradle to grave”. 
Support a sustainable rather than a disposal based solid waste management system
recognizes one person’s trash is another person’s treasure

ZERO WASTE OBJECTIVE
Environmental Services Department (ESD) proposes that the City adopt a Zero Waste objective as described in the accompanying Resolution 
establish the context for a Zero Waste Plan (ZWP)
positioning the City to divert 75% of waste from landfills by 2020 and reach Zero Waste by 2040

**Once we adopt a ZWP it is important to keep in mind that the plan will set the framework for the City to take multiple steps towards Zero Waste. Thus, Zero Waste will be revisited in a variety of manners.

***Will result in reduction of GHG’s  and smog-forming emissions. 





A, Background

1989
0AB 939: requires 50% diversion by 2000

2011
OAB 341: statewide goal of 75% diversion by 2020

2012

0San Diego has a 68% diversion rate
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AB 939 requires that all California jurisdictions achieve a landfill diversion rate of 50% by the year 2000, and reduce, reuse, recycle, and compost all discarded materials to the maximum extent feasible before any landfilling or other destructive disposal method is used.
 
AB 341 establishes a statewide goal of 75% diversion by 2020, 
Already been working towards Zero Waste by fostering sustainable resource management practices as demonstrated by its current 68% waste diversion rate. 
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Background

Current Zero Waste Strategies:

oCurbside Collection

oPublic Outreach and Education

oFood Waste Diversion Program

oPublic Space Recycling Program
oEnvironmentally Preferable Purchasing Program
oFranchise Agreements

oConstruction & Demolition Ordinance
0(City Recycling Ordinance
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The process of getting to Zero Waste is a dynamic process. 
City has already taken critical steps on the path to Zero Waste.
EX: of working towards Zero Waste
-Curbside collection: of refuse, recycling and green waste
-Public Outreach and Education: Waste reduction, recycling, and composting education
-Innovative Diversion Programs: Commercial food waste composting program, Public space recycling programs, EP3
-Franchise Agreements
-Ordinances:
---C&D Ordinance requires diversion of at least 50% of the C&D debris generated by the project
---CRO requires recycling at residential facilities (both single family and multi-family), commercial facilities (including City buildings), and special events. 
Zero Waste is an ambitious endeavor in which no single strategy will result in success. 
Achieving ZW will mean implementing a combination of tactics that synergistically lead to achievement of the goals. 
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*Briefly discuss graph
We still dispose of more than 1,291,000 tons of materials annually.
-Achieving a 68% diversion rate –well above the state requirements and favorable when compared to many large cities. 
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2013 Waste Composmon Study

0 76% of disposed materials are recyclable

other Value of Recyclables:
¥ 0 $54 million
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There are Opportunities to Divert More! 
-Waste composition study demonstrated that 76% of materials being disposed City-wide are recyclable. The Zero Waste Plan is intended to serve as the first step on a long path towards a Zero Waste future. Dedication, collaboration, and continual re-evaluation will be essential to San Diego’s success in this venture. 
Based on the composition of waste materials going to landfills, recovery would equate to up to $54 million in value disposed annually. 



Achieving Zero Waste

Future Key Strategies

oDevelop Resource Recovery Center

oExpand Greenery Recycling and convert Blue Bin
and Greenery collection to weekly

oDevelop infrastructure to enhance food waste
diversion

oMaximize effectiveness of C&D Ordinance, City
Recycling Ordinance and Franchise Agreements

oDevelop supporting policies and regulations
oChanging how recycling is funded
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0Seek City Council approval
of the Zero Waste objective

OESD to develop a Zero
Waste Plan and bring back to
NR&C in Spring of 2014
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The Zero Waste Plan is intended to serve as the first step on a long path towards a Zero Waste future.
 Dedication, collaboration, and continual re-evaluation will be essential to San Diego’s success in this venture. 
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