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Proposed Amendments to the 
Municipal Code Related to Recall 



July 30, 2014 
ED&IR  
Potential changes to 
Chapter 2, Article 7 of 
the San Diego 
Municipal Code were 
presented. 

 

Direction was given to 
return with specific 
recommendations for 
changes to the current 
process. 

 Timing of the Petition 
 
 Number of Proponents 

 
 Circulation Period 

 
 Supplemental Petition 

 
 Total Timeframe 



Officials Subject to Recall 
(Current) 

Officials Subject to Recall 
(Proposed) 

 Must have held office 
for 6 months 

 No Recall Petition 
Filed within previous   
6 months 

 Must have held office 
for 6 months 

 No Recall Petition 
Filed within previous   
6 months 

 No Recall Petition in 
Final 6 months of an 
Elected Official’s Term 

Timing of the Petition 



Proponents (Current) Proponents (Proposed) 

 Individual Proponent 
or 

 Organization                
(2 Officers) 

 No Residency or    
Voter Registration 
Requirement 

 Must be a Committee 
of Five Proponents 

 Must be  
Residents/Registered 
Voters in the City of 
San Diego or 
Applicable District 

Number of Proponents 



Time for Filing Petition 
(Current) 

Time for Filing Petition 
(Proposed) 

 Filed 60 days from the 
Date of Publication of 
the Notice of Intention 
to Circulate a Recall 
Petition 

 Filed 120 days from the 
Date of Publication of 
the Notice of Intention 
to Circulate a Recall 
Petition 
 

Circulation Period 



Supplemental Petition 
(Current) 

Supplemental Petition 
(Proposed) 

 Allows for a 
Supplemental Petition 

 Must be Filed within 
30 days of the Notice of 
Insufficiency 

 No Supplemental 
Petition 

Supplemental Petition 



Total Maximum Circulation 
(Current):     99 Days 

Total Maximum Circulation 
(Proposed):  99 Days 

 39 days (21 days for 
publication, affidavit & 
response) 

 Up to 30 Additional 
days (during signature 
verification) 

 Another 30 days (if 
insufficient, 
supplemental petition) 

 99 days (120 days from 
the Date of Publication 
of the Notice of 
Intention minus 21 
days for publication, 
affidavit & response) 

Total Timeframe 



When a Petition is Sufficient 

 Clerk Presents Notice of Sufficiency “without delay” 
 Council Immediately Calls Special Election 
 Current: No less than 60 days/No more than 90 from adoption 

of ordinance unless existing election within 120 days 
 Proposed: No less than 90 days/No more than 180 from 

adoption of ordinance unless existing election within 180 days 

 Recall Ballots: Official to be Recalled & Nominees 
 If Majority Vote in favor of Recall, Candidate with 

the Highest Number of Votes Declared Winner 
 



Proposed Substantive Changes 

 Prohibit Recall in Final 6 Months of Term 
 
 Increase Proponents to 5 and Require 

Residency/Voter Registration 
 

 Eliminate the Supplemental Petition 
 

 Update the Circulation period to 120 Days 
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