




























 
 

 
 
 
 

OFFICE OF COUNCILMEMBER MYRTLE COLE 
FOURTH COUNCIL DISTRICT 

 
M E M O R A N D U M 

 
 

DATE:  January 28, 2014 
 
TO:  Councilmember David Alvarez  

 
FROM:  Councilmember Myrtle Cole, Fourth Council District 
 
SUBJECT:  2014 Environment Committee Priorities 
 
 
I am pleased to offer my priorities for the Environment Committee.   
 
Continued oversight and implementation of the following: 
- Approval and adoption of the Climate Action Plan 

o The Climate Action Plan will establish a guide and work plan to retrofit and create 
energy efficient buildings, retrofit existing buildings, and focus on renewable energy, 
multimodal transportation, waste management and urban forests. 

o The sooner the Plan is adopted, the sooner the City is able to carry out initiatives 
and efforts that will create, attract and retain local green collar jobs in industries 
such as green building, solar, renewable energy technologies, and energy efficiency.  

- Implementation of Council Policy 400-15: Comprehensive Policy for a Sustainable Water 
Supply in San Diego 

o The Committee should track and support legislation, initiatives and policies that are 
consistent with the City’s cost-effective long-term local water supply reliability 
objectives. 

o The Committee should also ensure that enough staff and resources are allocated to 
continue the public outreach and education programs to help residents understand 
the various sources and initiatives and the importance of conservation.   The 
ongoing communication with the public will help the City better prepare for 
upcoming Cost of Service Studies.  

- Point Loma Wastewater Treatment Plant 
o Provide oversight and direction regarding the Plant’s Clean Water Act permit 

renewal (2015).  Identify cost-effective methods that will keep the treatment plant 
fully staffed and in operation while also increasing our water supply.  
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Increase engagement and policy development in the following areas: 
- Open Space and Regional Park Designation 

o As the Committee continues to pursue the dedication and designation of park lands, 
consideration should also be given to the designation of Chollas Creek as a Regional 
Park/Asset.  This unique urban creek, flows through many of San Diego’s 
underserved neighborhoods and is one of San Diego’s most neglected watersheds.  
For decades the creek has been plagued by pollution, illegal dumping and the 
destruction of natural habitats.  In 2002, the City of San Diego adopted a 20-year, 
$42 million plan to rehabilitate the creek.  The Committee should continue to revisit, 
provide oversight, and seek funding opportunities to carry out the Chollas Creek 
Enhancement Program.   

- Landfill remediation and reuse opportunities 
o The Committee should engage experts to explore the remediation and reuse of 

former landfills for recreational uses.  District 4 is home to the South Chollas and 
Paradise Hills (inactive) landfills.  There is growing interest in the community to 
remediate the former landfills to expand recreational and renewable energy 
opportunities—soccer, baseball fields, solar farms, etc.) 

o Miramar Landfill and Collection Services: The City should ensure implementation of 
the Zero Waste policy to extend the life span of the landfill beyond its expected 
closure date of 2022.  Additionally, the Committee should engage our city workforce 
and management team to implement additional efficiency measures to streamline 
the City's trash pickup routes, lower gas emissions and identify other cost savings.  
For example, our City employees have been instrumental in identifying budgetary 
savings such as 4/10 work schedules.  They Committee should continue to engage 
our employee groups.  

- Infrastructure-related State and Federal Legislative Priorities 
o Support continued funding for the Energy Efficiency Block Grant Program in 

order to provide resources directly to local governments for programs that 
improve energy efficiency, develop and implement energy conservation 
programs, and promote and develop alternative and renewable energy 
sources. 

o Support legislation or policy that provides funding to local governments for 
local transportation and water, sewer and storm sewer system projects. 

o Support legislation that provides funding and resources for retrofitting 
municipal buildings to increase energy efficiency. 

o Support legislation that secures funding to improve local and regional bicycle 
and pedestrian mobility networks, and complete bicycle and mobility project, 
safety, and infrastructure improvements. 
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