
 
 
 
Item 2:  Water Conservation Update  
 

October 8, 2014 

Presentation to City Council  
Committee on the Environment 



Background 

• Governor declared statewide drought on 
January 17, 2014 as winter months brought 
very little precipitation 

• MWD Board adopted a Water Supply Alert and 
called for voluntary conservation 

• SDCWA Board declared a regional Drought 
Watch 

• City of San Diego implemented the Drought 
Watch Condition 
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Community Engagement 

• Entravision interviews 
• Fox news, VOSD news, NBC news 
• Community events: 14 (since 7/1/14) 
• Community presentations: 9 (since 7/1/14) 
• Waste No Water Slides on City TV 
• Drought email sent to City staff from        

SD Internal Communications 
• Message coordination with Storm Water 
• Social Media 
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Community Engagement – New MTS 
Trolley 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Locally, our most iconic advertising method is via the MTS trolley with our theme this year: “San Diegans Waste No Water: All Ways. Always.”  The large text can be seen from a distance while riders boarding the trolley will see water wise tips in detail




Community Engagement Comic-Con 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here’s the trolley at Comic Con, along with some costumed water savers.



Community Engagement 
• Outreach to largest users 

– Commercial , Industrial & Institutional 
– Multi-family dwellings 
– Residential single family dwellings 

• Golf industry 
• Landscape contractors 
• Marinas 
• Restaurant Association/Food & Beverage Assoc. 
• School districts 
• SD County Hotel-Motel Association 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
California Restaurant Association – San Diego
Food & Beverage Association of San Diego





Water Waste Enforcement 

Public Utilities staff and Police Department’s 
Retired Senior Volunteer Patrol (RSVP) have 
been trained to assist in finding and reporting 
water waste 

Monthly Water Waste Complaints 
2014 2013 

July 250 Averages 
80 per 
month 

August 334 

September 302 
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Water Use Data 

City Water Production Data in 
Acre Feet* 
2014 2013 Percent Change 

July 19,848 19,682 +0.8% 

August 18,654 19,522 -4.4% 

September 
(estimated) 

17,656 18,720 -5.7% 
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*  Excludes wholesale and Southbay Demands 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
City water production figures, which are reported to the State Water Resources Control Board, show improved conservation figures during some of the hottest months of the year.



Water Production 
Comparisons to other Years 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Water production figures show the decline in figures from 2007, despite population growth greater than 75,000.



This year is HOT! 

Source: SDUT 10 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A NOAA State of the Climate Report found January-August this year is California's hottest on record. So far, 2014 has been San Diego's third hottest year when you measure daily temps from January-September.



State Drought and Supply Conditions 
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State Water Project 
Deliveries  Will Be a 
Record Low in 2014  

(5% of Contract Requests) 

U.S. Drought Monitor 
Sept. 30, 2014 

Intensity: 
 Abnormally Dry 
 Moderate Drought 
 Severe Drought 
 Extreme Drought 
 Exceptional Drought 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The  current drought and supply conditions have worsened throughout the State.



State Reservoir Conditions 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Reservoirs are low throughout the State.



El Niño/Southern Oscillation  

• El Niño predictions have weakened 
 
• If El Niño develops, it is expected to 

be mild 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Long-term weather forecasters say it is now unlikely that a strong El Niño will develop this fall, dimming hopes for heavy rains that might bring relief from drought.

There is still about a two in three chance that an El Niño will develop, perhaps in the next few months, but it would most likely be weak.

Expectations have declined from what climate experts were saying earlier in the year.





Staff Recommendation 

• Recommend that the City Council 
declare a Drought Alert condition 
 

• Utilize existing resources to enforce 
Drought Alert restrictions  
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