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Our success as a nation, state and city will be determined by the  hopes, dreams and potential of all our 
young people…prepared and unprepared. 



Mission 

The City of San Diego Youth Development Program 
is committed to assisting youth by bridging 
academics to real work experience; providing 
workforce readiness skills and an awareness of 
opportunities within the public service sector.  
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Purpose 
• Provide preparation and awareness of future career opportunities 

within city government and the public sector. 
 
• Support youth via community outreach, Internships, Job 

Shadowing, and Mentoring Programs. 
 
• Develop and maintain partnerships with schools, non-profit 

organizations, and work readiness programs. 
 
• Coordinate Annual “Take Our Daughters and Sons To Work Day.”  
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Existing Opportunities 
•   Internships: 

• Must be enrolled in a participating school  
• Maximum one year  
• Short-term project work 
• Must be approved by the Human Resources Department 

 
• Established programs include: 

• San Diego Fire Rescue Fire Cadets 
• Lifeguard Services Junior Lifeguards Program 
• San Police Department Police Cadets Program 
• Therapeutic Recreation Services Program 
• Park & Recreation-WAVE/SAVE Aquatics Program 
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New Program Opportunities 
• Mentoring 

• Minimum six hours per week with a six-month 
maximum 

• Successfully explore a career field 
• Develop an advisory relationship with a career 

professional 
• Results in enhanced work-readiness 

• Job Shadowing 
• One-on-one experience 
• Shadow a City Employee for a minimum of one day 
• Must be vetted and recommended by the City’s Youth 

Development Program Coordinator 
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Opportunities Ahead 

Youth Development Program Coordinator will: 
 
• Continue to develop and maintain community partnerships. 
 
• Continue collaborative efforts to convene regular meetings 

with community stakeholders and City leaders. 
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Goals 
• Enhance current Internship, Mentoring, and Job 

Shadowing Programs. 
 
• Brand the Youth Development Program Office for 

outreach events. 
 
• Maintain recently launched Youth Development Program 

website.  
 

• Establish and maintain a presence and working 
relationship with local schools. 

 
• Establish a strong Social Media presence. 
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Accomplishments 
• Coordinated “Take Our Daughters & Sons to Work Day.” 
 
• Launched Mentoring and Job Shadowing Programs within City 

Departments.  
 
• Developed partnerships with local organizations, including high 

schools, universities, and non-profits. 
 
• Created and implemented a work-readiness workshop series 

hosted in various communities and local schools. 
 
• Showcased City of San Diego Youth Development Programs at  

local university Job Fairs. 
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 Future Events 
 
• Monthly, city-wide Work-Readiness Workshops. 
 
• Broaden our collaborative partnership with San Diego Unified 
School District’s College, Career and Technical Education  
Office (CCTE). 
 
•Hosting the SDUSD, CCTE Program’s annual Job Shadow 
Day. 
 
• Continued participation in local Job Fairs and youth-focused 
work-readiness events. 
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Youth Workforce  
Development Program 

Coordinator 
PAT ROSE DEWAR 

Youthdevelopment@sandiego.gov 
619-236-5586 
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