
REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
CITY OF SAN DIEGO 

CERTIFICATE NUMBER 
(FOR COMPTROLLER’S USE ONLY) 
n/a 

TO: 
CITY COUNCIL 

FROM (ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT): 
Transportation&Storm Water Dept 

DATE: 
7/8/2015 

SUBJECT: Status of the Utility Undergrounding Program and approval of new undergrounding projects. 

PRIMARY CONTACT (NAME, PHONE): 
 Hasan Yousef,(619) 533-3012, MS 608 

SECONDARY CONTACT (NAME, PHONE): 
James Nabong, (619) 533-3712, MS 608 

COMPLETE FOR ACCOUNTING PURPOSES 
FUND                               

FUNCTIONAL AREA                               

COST CENTER                               

GENERAL LEDGER 
ACCT 

                              

WBS OR INTERNAL 
ORDER 

                              

CAPITAL PROJECT No.                               

AMOUNT 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

      
FUND                               

FUNCTIONAL AREA                               

COST CENTER                               

GENERAL LEDGER 
ACCT 

                              

WBS OR INTERNAL 
ORDER 

                              

CAPITAL PROJECT No.                               

AMOUNT 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

COST SUMMARY (IF APPLICABLE):       

ROUTING AND APPROVALS 

CONTRIBUTORS/REVIEWERS: 
APPROVING 
AUTHORITY 

APPROVAL 
SIGNATURE 

DATE 
SIGNED 

Environmental 
Analysis 

      ORIG DEPT. McFadden, Kris 07/17/2015 

Equal Opportunity 
Contracting 

      CFO             

Liaison Office       DEPUTY CHIEF Gomez, Paz 09/25/2015 

            COO             

            CITY ATTORNEY             

 COUNCIL 
PRESIDENTS OFFICE 

            

PREPARATION OF:  RESOLUTIONS  ORDINANCE(S)  AGREEMENT(S)  DEED(S) 

1. Accept the report regarding the status of the City’s Utility Undergrounding Program (UUP), including the 
status of all allocated underground conversion projects, program expenditures, and underground conversion fund 
as provided by City staff in accordance with Council Policy 600-08, section (D)(3). 
2. Per Council Policy 600-08, approve revisions to the 2009 Undergrounding Master Plan.  
3. In accordance with Council Policy 600-08, section (B)(3)(a) and section (B)(3)(b), approve a list of 
proposed Surcharge Projects and projects that meet the criteria of the California Public Utilities Commission 
Interim Order, Decision No. 73078, Case No. 8209 (CPUC Rule 20A). 



STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Approve requested actions. 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS (REFER TO A.R. 3.20 FOR INFORMATION ON COMPLETING THIS SECTION) 

COUNCIL DISTRICT(S): All 

COMMUNITY AREA(S):       

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT: This action to adopt resolutions regarding the status of the Utilities 
Undergrounding Program supports an activity that is considered a "project” as 
defined in CEQA guidelines section 15378(a). Although adoption of the 
program resolutions on their own accord will not cause any significant 
environmental impacts, projects identified in the report will require further 
environmental review, or have already undergone environmental review in 
accordance with CEQA section 15004, which provides direction to lead 
agencies on the appropriate timing for environmental review. 

CITY CLERK 
INSTRUCTIONS: 

Print docket supporting information both at the time of the resolution and at 
the time of the hearing. Send copy of the adopted resolution to Mario Reyes, 
MS608. 



COUNCIL ACTION 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY SHEET 
CITY OF SAN DIEGO 

 
DATE: 7/8/2015 
ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: Transportation&Storm Water Dept 
SUBJECT: Status of the Utility Undergrounding Program and approval of new undergrounding 
projects. 
COUNCIL DISTRICT(S): All 
CONTACT/PHONE NUMBER: Hasan Yousef/(619) 533-3012, MS 608 
 
DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY OF ITEM: 
This item presents the semi-annual report to City Council regarding the status of the Utilities 
Undergrounding Program. Along with the report, this item identifies a list of proposed Rule 20A 
Projects and Surcharge Projects. In addition, this item identifies revisions to the 2009 Master 
Plan to reflect the status of current projects. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Approve requested actions. 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF ITEM BACKGROUND: 
Starting in 1970, overhead utilities in San Diego have been relocated underground in accordance 
with the California Public Utility Commission (CPUC) Rule 20.  In 2003 the City established a 
Surcharge component which allowed undergrounding to occur in neighborhoods which would 
not qualify under Rule 20.  The Surcharge component also accelerated the rate of conversion and 
provided for resurfacing or slurry sealing curb-to-curb of  trenched streets, installing new 
streetlights in accordance with the Street Design Manual Standards, installing curb ramps in 
compliance with Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements, and planting street trees 
in coordination with adjacent property owners. The attached report, in accordance with City 
Council Policy 600-08, provides an updated status of the City’s Utility Undergrounding 
Program, and provides relevant information in support of today’s Council actions. 
 
CITY STRATEGIC PLAN GOAL(S)/OBJECTIVE(S): 
Goal # 1:  Provide high quality public service 
Objective # 1:  Promote a customer-focused culture that prizes accessible, consistent, and 
predictable delivery of services. 
Objective # 2:  Improve external and internal coordination and communication 
Objective # 3:  Consistently collect meaningful customer feedback 
 
Goal # 2:  Work in partnership with all of our communities to achieve safe and livable 
neighborhoods 
Objective # 3:  Invest in infrastructure 
 
FISCAL CONSIDERATIONS: 
Today’s action to approve a list of Surcharge Projects, once allocated, will increase future year 
expenditures by an estimated $55,824,012.  Costs are funded by SDG&E surcharge revenue paid 
to the City and managed by the Transportation & Storm Water Department. 
 



The list of Rule 20A Projects to be approved by today’s action, once allocated, will increase 
future year expenditures by an estimated $11,665,755.  Costs are funded directly by SDG&E.  
 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY CONTRACTING INFORMATION (IF APPLICABLE): 
Any necessary agreements between the City and utility companies associated with this work are 
subject to California Public Utility Commission (CPUC) Equal Opportunity Contracting 
guidelines and mandates. Any work that does not fall under CPUC authority shall be subject to 
the City's Equal Opportunity Contracting (San Diego Ordinance No. 1873, Section 22.2701 
through 22.2708) and Non-Discrimination in Contracting Ordinance (San Diego Municipal Code 
Sections 22.3501 through 22.3517). 
 
PREVIOUS COUNCIL and/or COMMITTEE ACTION (describe any changes made to the item 
from what was presented at committee): 
December 11, 2001:  Approved the MOU with SDG&E to implement the Surcharge Program, 
established Council Policy 600-08 and Surcharge Fund.  November 27, 2006: Changed reporting 
periods for Master Plan approval to every five years.  April 20, 2010: Approved the 2009 Master 
Plan. 
 
COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION AND PUBLIC OUTREACH EFFORTS: 
Community participation and outreach efforts are undertaken at the time each district is formed 
as part of the undergrounding process.The attached report provides a description of a number of 
methods that the City uses for communicating with the public about the program. 
 
KEY STAKEHOLDERS AND PROJECTED IMPACTS: 
The primary stakeholders are the citizens of San Diego and local utility companies. 
 
McFadden, Kris 
Originating Department     
 
Gomez, Paz 
Deputy Chief/Chief Operating Officer 
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Expenditures for CIP Work at Rule 20A Project SItes 
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Expenditures for General Program Functions 
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Expenditures for CIP Work and SDG&E Construction at Undergrounding Surcharge Project Sites 
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Expenditures for CIP Work and SDG&E Construction at Undergrounding Surcharge Project Sites (cont’d) 
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PROPOSED REVISIONS 
TO 

2009 MASTER PLAN

  20A PROJECTS

DISTRICT CIP ID TITLE LIMITS
ESTIMATED

FOOTAGE

COST

ESTIMATE

Merge

2 UU143 1,026 $544,169

2 UU524 722 $391,448

Into

2 UU143 1,748 $935,617

Merge

3 UU611 2,314 $1,195,930

3 UU612 2,716 $1,489,492

Into

3 UU611 5,030 $2,685,422

Merge

3 UU598 1,920 $978,990

3 UU597 2,023 $978,241

Into

3 UU598 3,943 $1,957,231

Merge

6 UU378 3,001 $1,583,866

6 UU465 1,415 $668,436

6 UU622 798 $428,608

Into

6 UU465 5,214 $2,680,910

Merge

7 UU633 3,554 $1,499,169

7 UU628 318 $188,225

Into

7 UU628 3,872 $1,687,394Fairmount Avenue Mission Gorge Rd to Sheridan Ln

Cass Street Grand Ave to Pacific Beach Drive

Twain Avenue Mission Gorge Rd to Vandever Av

Fairmount Avenue Vandever Ave to Friars Rd

  UPDATE PROJECT LIMITS

Apollo St to Ashford St

Apollo St to Auburndale St

Redwood Street Pershing Dr to 31st St

Redwood Street 31st St to Boundary St

Marlesta Drive Beagle St to Genesee Ave

Cass Street Reed Ave to Pacific Beach Dr

Cass Street Grand Ave to Reed Ave

Genesee Av to Beagle St/ Marlesta Dr to Ashford StMarlesta Dr/Beagle St

Beagle Street

Beagle Street

San Diego Avenue Old Town Ave to McKee St

Redwood Street

San Diego Avenue W Washington St to Bandini St

Pershing Dr to Boundary St

San Diego Avenue Bandini St to Old Town Ave

Attachment 2 Proposed Revisions to 2009 Master Plan Page 2
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Status of the Utility Undergrounding Program 
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SORRENTO VALLEY RD

PRIVATE DY

VISTA SORRENTO PY

ROSELLE ST

DIRECTORS PL

No Scale
³

DISTRICT 1
Sorrento Valley Road - UU76

(Sorrento Valley Rd to I-805 SB off RA)
Community Plan: Torrey Pines

D1

D6§̈¦5

§̈¦805

GENESEE AV

VISTA SORRENTO PY

LUSK BL

PROPERTIES: 	 	           5
ESTIMATED MILES:		    0.95
ESTIMATED COST:		   $1,966,997

PROJECT STATISTICS

LEGEND

DISTRICT BOUNDARY

BLOCK PROJECT
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Ingulf Street - UU123
(Morena Blvd to Erie St)

Community Plan: Clairemont Mesa

D2
§̈¦5

CLAIREMONT DR

EAST MISSION BAYDR

MORENA BL

PROPERTIES: 	 	          10
ESTIMATED MILES:		    0.21
ESTIMATED COST:		   $507,700

PROJECT STATISTICS

LEGEND

DISTRICT BOUNDARY

BLOCK PROJECT
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Community Plan: Mid City: City Heights

D3

D9

§̈¦15

40
TH

 S
T 43

RD
 S

T
FA

IR
MO

UN
T A

V
44

TH
 S

T

PROPERTIES: 	 	          51
ESTIMATED MILES:		    0.29
ESTIMATED COST:		   $1,030,322
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ESTIMATED MILES:		    2.65
ESTIMATED COST:		   $5,693,920
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ESTIMATED MILES:		    4.05
ESTIMATED COST:		   $10,853,079
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Residential Project Block 3DD - UU908
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Community Plan: Mid-City: Normal Heights
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ESTIMATED COST:		   $7,046,760
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Residential Project Block 6K1 - UU857

(North Clairemont)
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PROPERTIES: 	 	         395
ESTIMATED MILES:		    2.99
ESTIMATED COST:		   $7,740,107
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Residential Project Block 7T - UU65
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Community Plan: Navajo
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PROPERTIES: 	 	         389
ESTIMATED MILES:		    2.83
ESTIMATED COST:		   $7,392,949
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DISTRICT 8
Residential Project Block 8R1 - UU668

(Egger Highlands)
Community Plan: Otay Mesa - Nestor
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PROPERTIES: 	 	         113
ESTIMATED MILES:		    2.47
ESTIMATED COST:		   $5,510,210
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DOCKET SUPPORTING INFORMATION 

CITY OF SAN DIEGO 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY CONTRACTING PROGRAM EVALUATION 

DATE: 

 

August 25, 2015 

 

SUBJECT:  Status of the Utility Undergrounding Program and Approval of New Underground Projects  

 

GENERAL CONTRACT INFORMATION 

 

Recommended Agency:  N/A  

 

Amount of this Action:  N/A 

  

Funding Source:   N/A 

 

Goal:     N/A  

 

 

SUBCONTRACTOR PARTICIPATION             

 

There is no subcontractor associated with this action; however, subsequent actions must adhere to funding 

agency requirements. 

 

 

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY COMPLIANCE 

 

Equal Opportunity: Required  

 

Any necessary agreements between the City and utility companies associated with this work are subject to 

California Public Utility Commission (CPUC) Equal Opportunity Contracting guidelines and mandates.  

Any work that does not fall under CPUC authority shall be subject to the City’s Equal Opportunity 

Contracting (San Diego Ordinance No. 18173, Section 22.2701 through 22.2708) and Non-Discrimination 

in Contracting Ordinance (San Diego Municipal Code Sections 22.3501 through 22.3517).  

 

 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

 

Per Council Policy 600-08, approve revisions to the 2009 Undergrounding Master Plan. 

 

RW 


