
COUNCIL ACTION 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY SHEET   

CITY OF SAN DIEGO 

  

DATE: 6/03/2015 

ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: City Council District 9 

SUBJECT:  Consideration of the Status of the Existing Portland Loo (Public Restroom) 

Located at 14
th

 Street and L Street, and Request for Recommendation.   

 

COUNCIL DISTRICTS: City Council District 3 

CONTACT/PHONE NUMBER: Tim Taylor (619) 236-66 

 

REQUESTED ACTION:  Committee decision to either retain the existing Portland Loo 

where it is currently located or remove and relocate the restroom to another suitable 

location  

 

COUNCILMEMBER EMERALD’S RECOMMENDATION:  Provide direction on the 

future of the subject Portland Loo.  Should a decision be made to relocate the loo, select a 

location that would continue to serve the downtown area. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF ITEM BACKGROUND: 

The Mayor proposed and the Council approved the funding of two Portand Loos in June, 

2013.  Portland Loos are public restrooms that are pre-fabricated, solar powered, placed 

on a foundation, with flushing toilets and running water.  The loos are made of heavy 

stainless steel covered with a graffiti-resistant coating, wheelchair-accessible.  Slits at the 

bottom allow for passersby, including law enforcement, to detect if it is occupied by more 

than one person. 

 

The loos were installed at the urging of homeless advocates like the Girls’ Think Tank, 

with the support of Councilmember Emerald.  The loos are seen as a cost effective way to 

provide persons living in or visiting downtown San Diego with clean restrooms.  They 

are expected to reduce human waste on public and private property.  The San Diego 

County Grand Jury report released a report on May 27, 2015 calling on the City to install 

more public restrooms downtown. 

 

The loos are located downtown, one on an undeveloped property at Park Boulevard and 

Market Street, and the other in a parking lot near 14
th

 Street and L Street. 

 

After installation of the loo at 14
th

 and L on December 3, 2014, a number of problems 

were reported.  There has been vandalism, and reports of criminal activities.  The City 

budget for maintenance of the loo has been exhausted.  A report on the total expenses to 

date is in progress and will be furnished to the PS&LN Committee separately.  Few 

issues have been reported with regard to the loo at Park and Market. 

 

Advocates for keeping the subject loo in the current location point to similar problems 

with the initial installation of such faculties in other cities.  They say that these problems 

lessened significantly with time. 

 



City staff is requesting a determination from the Committee (and City Council) on 

whether to retain the loo at 14
th

 and L.  Retaining the loo is likely to require the 

dedication of additional funds for maintenance and security.  An estimated budget is in an 

attached report.  Should a decision be made to remove the loo, the Council may need to 

decide on an appropriate location, and funds may need to be dedicated to that effort.  It is 

anticipated that City staff will be reporting to PS&LN on the potential for the loo to be 

moved to a location that would provide an equivalent level of service to the homeless 

population. 
 

FISCAL CONSIDERATIONS:  Retaining the Portland Loo in the existing site will 

require funding for security, maintenance, and water (cost estimates are in an attached 

report).  Relocating the restroom to another site will require an unknown expenditure, 

depending upon the location and other details. 

 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY CONTRACTING INFORMATION:  N/A 

 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL and/or COMMITTEE ACTION:  The Mayor proposed and the 

Council approved the funding of two Portand Loos in June, 2013. 

 

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION AND PUBLIC OUTREACH EFFORTS: 

N/A 

 

KEY STAKEHOLDERS AND PROJECTED IMPACTS: Residents, visitors and 

businesses in the downtown (East Village) area, along with advocates for homeless 

services.  
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