
COUNCIL ACTION 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY SHEET          

CITY OF SAN DIEGO 

  

DATE: 6/10/2015 

ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: City Council District 9 

SUBJECT:  Amend San Diego Municipal Code (SDMC) Chapter 5:  Public Safety, 

Morals, and Welfare section 56.54 to establish a 24-hour alcohol ban at Montezuma 

Neighborhood Park.   

 

COUNCIL DISTRICTS: City Council District 9 

CONTACT/PHONE NUMBER: Chris Pearson (619) 236-6681 

 

REQUESTED ACTION:  Amend SDMC Chapter 5:  Public Safety, Morals, and Welfare 

section 56.54 to move Montezuma Neighborhood Park from section 56.54 List B to 56.54 

List A, changing the alcohol ban from 8:00PM - 8:00AM to 24 hours. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approve requested action. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF ITEM BACKGROUND: 

SDMC Chapter 5:  Public Safety, Morals, and Welfare section 56.54 concerns “Alcoholic 

Beverage Consumption Prohibited in Certain Areas.”  Appendix 56.54A lists parks that 

have a 24 hour alcohol ban.  Appendix 56.54B lists parks that have a 12 hour alcohol ban 

from 8:00 P.M. to 8:00 A.M.  Montezuma Neighborhood Park located at 4929 Catoctin 

Drive is listed on Appendix 56.54B.  This action requests that Montezuma Neighborhood 

Park be moved from Appendix 56.54B to Appendix 56.54A, changing the alcohol ban 

from 12 hours to 24 hours. 

 

The request to amend the SDMC Chapter 5:  Public Safety, Morals, and Welfare section 

56.54 was brought forward by the College Area Business Improvement District, (BID).  

The BID has reported numerous issues related to alcohol consumption; including calls to 

police, disturbances and damage to property.  In addition, Montezuma Neighborhood 

Park is located across the street from an elementary school, the Language Academy.      

 

FISCAL CONSIDERATIONS:  None. 

 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY CONTRACTING INFORMATION:  N/A 

 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL and/or COMMITTEE ACTION:  None. 

 

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION AND PUBLIC OUTREACH EFFORTS: 

The proposed amendment was unanimously approved by the College Area Business 

Improvement District on April 15, 2015, and the College Area Community Planning 

Board on April 8, 2015.   

 

KEY STAKEHOLDERS AND PROJECTED IMPACTS: Residents of Council District 

9. 







 

April 10, 2014 
 
Councilmember Marti Emerald 
City of San Diego 
202C Street, MS-l0A 
San Diego, CA 92I0I 
 
Dear Councilmember Emerald, 
 
At the April 15, 2015 College Area Business District Board Meeting, the board voted to pass the 
following motion: 
 
In accordance with San Diego Municipal Code section 56.54, the College Area business District 
requests that the current alcohol possession and consumption rules in Montezuma Park be changed 
to a full ban by moving Montezuma Park from SDMC 56.54 List B to SDMC 56.54 List A. 
 
This requested change is supported by the following facts: 
 

 There have been numerous calls to the police by neighborhood residents regarding homeless 
encampments in the park where alcohol is being consumed on a continuous basis.  These 
homeless encampments have created an unsightly mess and significantly reduced the ability of 
the neighborhood residents to use the park. 
 

 Montezuma Park is directly across a narrow street from an elementary school, the Language 
Academy. 

 

 Montezuma Park is the ONLY park accessible to neighborhood residents of the College Area 
during school hours, as the two other parks in the College Area are joint-use facilities with the 
San Diego Unified School District. 

 

 The area around Montezuma Park is used continuously for the consumption of alcohol, both 
day and night.  This affects the operations of the Best Western Lamplighter Inn at 6474 El Cajon 
Boulevard.  This has resulted in disturbances and damage to its property,  
 

For these reasons, we respectfully request that alcohol be banned 24 hours per day at Montezuma 
Park, in conformance with SDMC 56.54. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Jim Schneider 
Executive Director 
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