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Overview

» This item is a proposed amendment to the
San Diego Municipal Code establishing criteria
to honor an individual and/or organization.
The purpose is to honor an individual and/or
organization that has gone far beyond what
was or could have been expected in
contributing to the quality of life of San Diego
and its diverse communities. This includes
prominent figures that have made a positive
impact on the City’s history. This amendment
will provide the City Council the authority to
bestow the honor and streamline the process
for deserving individuals.



Purpose

» The proposed Honorary Street Naming
Program will provide an alternate,
streamlined process to honor deserving
individuals and/or organizations.




Existing Municipal Code

» Article 5 Division 11 Section 125.1101 of
the San Diego Municipal Code (SDMC)
address the procedures for naming or
renaming public streets and other rights-
of-way.

» The proposed amendment will also fall in
line with Article 2, Division 12 of the
SDMC regarding sign regulations.



Proposed Criteria

» San Diego residents or natives or
individuals/organizations of particular
importance to the city of San Diego.

» Evidence of support by community
members and/or local community based
organizations.

» Statement why the proposed honoree is
historically or culturally significant.




Proposed Criteria (Cont’d)

~ Deceased for at least 5 years before being
proposed for an honorary street name,
unless waived by a majority vote of the
City Council.

» Map Showing the exact geographic limits
of the Honorary Street (no longer than a
one-block radius).



General Outline of the Process

» Mayor, Councilmember, resident, etc. proposes honorary
street name designation;

» Proponent completes application, provides statement
and requests Council District’s approval;

» Council District submits application to City Department
and pays fee (cost of sign install);

» Department reviews for consistency with and
satisfaction of published criteria and requirements;

» Council District processes request for Council
Action/resolution.




Potential costs

» Current costs to rename a street include the
initial deposit of $2,500 and the subsequent
review costs $1,200.

» Cost of a street sign installation is
approximately between $120-5283.




Staff Recommendation

» Recommend approval of the Honorary
Street Naming Program and request that
Council District 4 staff work with the City
Attorney’s Office, Mayor’s Office and the
appropriate City Departments to develop
an Ordinance for Council consideration.




Honorary Street Name Examples

Example 1: As shown below, honorary street signs
can be completely separate from the public street
sign. The term “Honorary Street name” is listed on
top of the sign and is a different color.

(Freeport, Illinois)




Examples (Cont’d)

» Honorary sign placed on top of a stop sign
separate from the public street sign. The word
“honorary” is placed on the street sign indicating
its honorary status. (Champaign, Illinois)




Examples (Cont’d)

San Diego legend Tony Gwynn was honored with a
freeway on the I-15 from Scripps Poway Parkway
to Camino Del Norte (San Diego, CA)
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» Bernard J. Lanksy Street honorary sign
is lowered from the public street to
show a clear distinction preventing
any confusion. (Pictured right;
Memphis, Tennessee)




Questions and comments?



