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COUNCIL ACTION


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY SHEET

CITY OF SAN DIEGO

DATE: 3/17/2017
ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: Police Department

SUBJECT: Informational update for PS&LN regarding the PERT Program

COUNCIL DISTRICT(S): All
CONTACT/PHONE NUMBER: Lt. Carole Beason/619-446-1011 M.S. 776

 
DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY OF ITEM:

Members of the Police Department and PERT will be providing an informational update

regarding the PERT Program.  A Power Point presentation will discuss current statistics and

staffing levels.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
This is information only for the Psychiatric Emergency Response Team Program.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF ITEM BACKGROUND:

The San Diego Police Department presents a report to the Committee on the Department's

collaboration with the county funded program, PERT, The Psychiatric Emergency Response

Team. 
 
The mission of the PERT program is to provide effective and compassionate crisis intervention

to individuals living with mental illness in the community who come into contact with law

enforcement officers.  The PERT team provides linkages to appropriate levels of psychiatric

service.
 
The PERT program pairs a licensed mental health professional with a police officer.  The team
rides together in the field for an entire shift and is a first responder to assist in mental health

related emergencies brought to the attention of law enforcement.  By riding in a car together, the
team combines law enforcement and mental health skills and expertise which enable a

compassionate and effective crisis intervention.

 
Our Department currently contracts with Community Research Foundation/PERT for the

services of 17 full time clinicians.  The PERT teams usually work between the hours of 0600 and

midnight.  All clinicians are employees of PERT and are funded by the County of San Diego

Health and Human Services Agency.
 
The Psychiatric Emergency Response Team has been recognized throughout the United States as

a best practice program.  The partnership provides a coordinated law enforcement response to

mental health calls for service.  The partnerships created between the county, city, and the

community has enabled police officers and deputies on the street to effectively work with

individuals experiencing mental health crisis.

 
CITY STRATEGIC PLAN GOAL(S)/OBJECTIVE(S):

Goal 2: Work in partnership with all of our communities to achieve safe and livable

neighborhoods.



Objective #1: Protect lives, property, and the environment through timely and effective response

in all communities.
Objective #2:  Reduce and prevent crime.
Objective #4: Foster services that improve quality of life.

 
FISCAL CONSIDERATIONS:
None
 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY CONTRACTING INFORMATION (IF APPLICABLE):

None
 
PREVIOUS COUNCIL and/or COMMITTEE ACTION (describe any changes made to the item

from what was presented at committee):

None
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None
 
KEY STAKEHOLDERS AND PROJECTED IMPACTS:

None
 
Jarvis, Phillip
Originating Department    

     
Deputy Chief/Chief Operating Officer
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 1  in  5  in  the  USA have  a  mental  illness  in  a
given  year  (NAMI)

 1  in  25  in  the  USA live  with  severe  and
persistent  mental  illness  (NAMI)
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Prevalence  of  Mental  Illness
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City  of  San  Diego
112%  Increase  2008-2016
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Calls  by  Division



HISTORY  OF  PERT

 Early  1990’s,  several  use-of-force  situations
involving  persons  with  mental  illness

 Cleared  through  Departments  and  DA’s  Office


 TASK  FORCE:  Family  Members,  persons  with  mental
illness,  law  enforcement,  mental  health  community

 This  collaboration  recommended  education  and  a  pilot
program
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The  Mission  of PERT

Provide  compassionate  and  effective  crisis
intervention  to  persons  living  with  mental
illness  (and  their  supports)  who  come  into
contact  with  law  enforcement  or  EMS  and
provide  linkage  to  appropriate  services.
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PERT GOALS

 Provide  alternative  care  in  the  least  restrictive
environment.

 Provide  a  coordinated  and  comprehensive
system-wide  approach.

 Allow  police  patrol  units  &  EMS  to  return  to
service  sooner.
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The  PERT  unit

 Each  team  pairs  a  Mental  Health  Clinician  with

an  Officer  or  Deputy  for  the  entire  shift

 Community  Paramedic  Pilot  Program

 What  happens  at  the  scene?
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PERT Team  Coverage:  41  teams

 Central  Region (14  teams)

 SD  Harbor  PD

 SDPD
 Central

 Eastern

 Homeless  Outreach  Team
(HOT)

 Mid-City

 Western

 Northern


 Northeastern


 Northwestern


 Eastern  Region  (8.5  teams)

 El  Cajon  PD

 La  Mesa  PD

 Sheriff
 Lemon  Grove

 Poway

 Rural

 Rancho  SD

 Santee
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PERT Coverage


 Southern  Region  (7.5  teams)

 Chula  Vista  PD

 Coronado  PD

 National  City  PD

 SDPD
 Southern

 Southeastern

 Sheriff
 Imperial  Beach

 Northern  Region  (10  teams)

 Carlsbad  PD

 Escondido  PD

 Oceanside  PD

 Sheriff
 Encinitas

 Vista

 San  Marcos

 Valley  Center

 Fallbrook
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ACCESSING  PERT

 Contact  Local  Law  Enforcement  Directly

 911  (Emergency  Line)

 Non-emergency  line

 Request  a  PERT  trained  officer/deputy  if
a  PERT  team  is  unavailable

 Request  by  Patrol

 Proactive  vs.  Reactive
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 18,996  total  field  contacts

 12,214  community  services  contacts


 6,752  persons  in  severe  psychiatric  crisis

 3,376  met  5150  transport  criteria


 Regional  Roundtables:  42  events;  860  attended

 Community  Presentations:  153  events;  3,391  attended

 1st Responder Training:

 Law  Enforcement:  25  events;  1,899  attended

 Fire  service/paramedics:  904  attended

PERT  FY2015-2016
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PERT TRAINING

 Events  per  County  SOW

 Five  24-hour  (3-Day)  PERT  Academy

 Ten  8-hour  PERT  Academy

 Two  10-hour  Crisis  Response  Training  (CRT)

 Four  10- hour  Special  Topic  trainings  for  PERT  units

 POST
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Thank You!

Any  Questions?
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