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BAYSIDE FIF~E STpJIC)1\] PURLIC ,~RT [,--JL,RF{ATI\/E

History: Our first community meeting was held in the Firehouse Museum. This became one of the most important events in our preliminary research.

We became quite enamored with many of the objects in that museum. The fact that each object was completely purpose built for fighting fires meant

that many of those objects became iconic. From axes, to ladders, to helmets, but most interesting to us were the cast objects, fire monitors and fire

plugs, the museum displays the original molds for making the sand cast for the hydrants. Another realization that we came to appreciate was how

that fire engine red and the gold leaf filigree that adorns the sides of the engines connects so deeply to our recognition of fire service.

Architecture: We have responded strongly to the idea of the ruin put forth by Rob Quigley as a conceptual cornerstone to their building design. The

idea that a County Administration Building-esque fac;;ade has become a ruin that this new modern, almost mechanical building is growing out of has

become the root of our design as well. We anchor our piece with a seeming block of that fac;;ade as it has "crumbled" off the northwest corner of the

building. Tying back to the idea of growth the building has gone through many different permutations of green walls, roofs and screens and in each of

these there has been mention made of trumpet vines. This idea of overtaking the surface of our ruin block with a sculptural element that is crawling

over or enveloping the ruin in a manner of organic growth became another key point in our design.

Community: In our first community meeting there was a great deal of concern for the sound generated by the sirens and such of the fire equipment.

It seemed incongruous to want to mitigate a sound that is intentionally loud. It also occurred to us that a siren maybe the most beautiful sound you've

heard if it is your house on fire. We also had the opportunity to tour a couple of the stations and in doing so we focused on what seemed to be one of

the few areas of the station that was allowed to be messy and emotional. Each station had a large cork-board that was full of drawings and cards and

remembrances. We opened one innocuous looking card and read a simple sentiment inside it stated "Thank you for saving my life." This moment

coupled with the communities concern about noise has led us to include a sound element in the piece that will be a composition scored to find

resolution in the noise of a fire call and busy Pacific Coast Highway, and engage the viewers and community members in a more intimate and

emotional way.

Parallels: We are playing off visual parallels between fire hardware, (hoses, monitors and nozzles,) vines (the proposed trumpet vines,) and brass

victrola resonating horns (as inspired by the inclusion of a sound element.) We are also using the idea of the filigree to bridge the gaps between

hardware and organic growth, between fire and water, between sound and substance, between decoration and function and between 2 and 3

dimensional elements. We are working to create an integrated piece of artwork that includes and resolves the many different points of interest in this

project, and in turn creates a rich and layered experience for the viewer.
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