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       Article 11:  The Marina Planned District 

  (“The Marina Planned District” added 3-27-2007 by O-19600 N.S.; 
           effective 4-26-2007.) 

 
       Division 1:  General Rules 

      (“General Rules” added 3-27-2007 by O-19600 N.S.; effective 4-26-2007.) 
 
 
 

§1511.0101 Purpose and Intent 
 

The purpose of the Marina Planned District Ordinance is to establish development 
controls that will: 
 
(a) Create discreet neighborhoods 

 
(b) Encourage new housing 

 
(c) Conserve heritage buildings 

 
(d) Permit mixed-use developments 

 
(e) Provide opportunities for both large- and small-scale development 

 
(f) Guide the location of high-rise development intensity and land use 

characteristics 
(g) Establish strong linkages to the waterfront 

 
(h) Prescribe building mass standards 

 
(i) Establish a strong sense of pedestrian orientation at the street level 
(“Purpose and Intent” added 3-27-2007 by O-19600 N.S.; effective 4-26-2007.) 

 
§1511.0102 Boundaries 
 

The Marina Planned District is within the boundaries of the Centre City Community 
Plan and is comprised of a portion of the area within the boundaries of the Marina 
Redevelopment Plan in the City of San Diego, California, designated on that certain 
Map Drawing No. C-741, filed in the office of the City Clerk under Document  
No. OO-17123. 
(“Boundaries” added 3-27-2007 by O-19600 N.S.; effective 4-26-2007.) 
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§1511.0103 Applicable Regulations 
 

Where not otherwise specified in the Marina Planned District Ordinance, the 
following provisions of the Land Development Code apply: 
 

Chapter 11 (Land Development Procedures); 
 
Chapter 12 (Land Development Reviews); 
 
Chapter 13 (Zones); 
 
Chapter 14, Article 1 (Separately Regulated Use Regulations); 
 
Chapter 14, Article 2, Division 1 (Grading Regulations); 
 
Chapter 14, Article 2, Division 2 (Drainage Regulations); 
 
Chapter 14, Article 2, Division 3 (Fence Regulations); 
 
Chapter 14, Article 2, Division 6 (Public Facility Regulations); 
 
Chapter 14, Article 2, Division 8 (Refuse and Recyclable Materials Storage 
Regulations); 
 
Chapter 14, Article 2, Division 12 (Sign Regulations); 
 
Chapter 14, Article 3 (Supplemental Development Regulations); 
 
Chapter 14, Article 4 (Subdivision Regulations); 
 
Chapter 14, Article 5 (Building Regulations); 
 
Chapter 14, Article 6 (Electrical Regulations); and 
 
Chapter 14, Article 7 (Plumbing and Mechanical Regulations) 
 

Where there is a conflict between the Land Development Code and the Marina 
Planned District Ordinance, the Planned District Ordinance applies. All applicable 
building code requirements must be met for construction, alteration, addition or repair 
of a building.  
(“Applicable Regulations” added 3-27-2007 by O-19600 N.S.; effective 4-26-2007.) 
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§1511.0104 Definitions 
 

For purposes of the Marina Planned District Ordinance, the following terms are 
defined as: 
 
Atrium - means an opening through two or more floor levels which are enclosed on 
top.  An Atrium does not include enclosed stairways, elevators, hoistways, escalators, 
plumbing, electrical, air conditioning or other equipment. 
 
Building Materials- means all materials visible from the exterior of a development, 
including materials used for walls, roofs, structure windows, doors, architectural or 
decorative features applied to the facade and trim. 
 
Business and Home Services - means establishments providing appliance repair, 
office machine repair, building maintenance (janitorial), upholstering, graphic design, 
drafting, blueprinting, typesetting, printing, copying or photographic services. 
 
Common Open Space - means those usable spaces commonly accessible to all 
residents and users of the building. 
 
Conditional Planned District Permit - is a permit which conditions development 
and is in effect after the approval of the Basic Concept/Schematic Drawings. It 
signals preliminary approval and allows the completion of the design review process. 
 
Cultural/Institutional - means a term applied to any use which provides a public or 
quasi-public function or which is nonprofit. 
 
Eating and Drinking Establishments - means businesses serving prepared food or 
beverages for consumption on or off the premises. 
 
Floor Area - means the area included within the surrounding exterior walls of a 
building or portion thereof, exclusive of vent shafts and courts. Floor area does not 
include areas below grade which are considered basements under the California 
Building Code as adopted in Land Development Code Chapter 14, Article 5. 
 
Floor Area Ratio (FAR) - means the ratio of total enclosed building area including 
parking at and above grade to the area of the site. The FAR is an indication of the 
intensity of development. 
 
Food Sales - means retail sales of prepared food or food for home preparation 
including bakeries, candy stores, ice cream stores, delicatessens, grocery stores and 
supermarkets. 
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Health Facilities - means club rooms, gymnasia and fitness centers contained within 
a structure and ancillary to residential or commercial use. 
 
Height-to-Width Ratio - means the ratio described for a high-rise building in which 
the vertical dimension of all facades is greater than 1.6 times the widest horizontal 
dimension. 
 
High rise - means a building exceeding 90 feet in height. 
 
High-Rise Building Elements - means high-rise buildings that have the following 
elements: base, tower and roof. The tower may be subdivided into transition floors, a 
lower tower and an upper tower. 
 
Land Use Mix - means a percentage distribution of a building's gross floor area 
devoted to residential or nonresidential uses. 
 
Live/Work Quarters - means an area comprised of one or more rooms or floors in a 
building which includes: (1) cooking space and sanitary facilities, and (2) working 
space reserved for persons residing therein. 
 
Low-Rise - means a building with maximum height of 50 feet. 
 
Mass and Scale - means the visual perception of the organization of the gross floor 
area of the structure compared to adjoining development. 
 
Mid-Rise - means a building ranging in height from 50 feet to 90 feet. 
 
Mixed Use Development - means developments in which two or more major land 
uses are permitted. 
 
Multi-Family Residential - means a building used or designed to be used for 
housing three or more families. 
 
Personal and Convenience Services - include services of a frequently recurring 
nature such as barber and beauty shops, drug stores, dry cleaning, self-service 
laundries, shoe repair and tailors. 
 
Personal Improvement Services - means instructional services or facilities, 
including photography, fine arts, crafts, dance or music studios, driving schools, 
business and trade schools, reducing salons and fitness studios. 
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Planned District Exception Permit - means a permit that allows construction of 
projects which vary from the requirements of the Marina Planned District Ordinance 
regulations but which comply with the Marina Urban Design Plan and Development 
Guidelines and facilitate the establishment of a residential community. 
 
Planned District Permit - means all permits which are required pursuant to the 
Marina Planned District Ordinance regulations. 
 
Private Open Space - means those usable spaces accessible only by the residents of 
a single dwelling unit. 
 
Public Open Space - means those usable spaces accessible by the general public. 
 
Recreational Facilities - means outdoor facilities ancillary to a residential complex, 
including swimming pools, saunas and courts. 
 
Reflective Glass - means a glazing material which obscures vision and has limited 
transparent qualities. 
 
Religious Assembly - means facilities for religious workshop and incidental religious 
education. 
 
Residential Density - means a measure of housing, expressed in dwelling units per 
acre (dupa). 
 
Schools -- Public & Private - means buildings housing students for the primary 
purpose of education. 
 
Setback - means a horizontal separation between a vertical element and a property 
line. 
 
Single Room Occupancy (SRO) - means any hotel room within a hotel intended or 
designed to be used, or which is used, rented or hired out to be occupied for sleeping 
purposes by guests and which is also the primary residence of such guests. The term 
does not include any hotel room which is used by transient guests who do not occupy 
such hotel room as their primary residence. 
 
Skyviews - means a horizontal and near-horizontal views of the sky. 

 
Small Office -- Business and Professional Services - includes offices such as 
architectural design, medical-dental, travel or administrative services, real estate, 
insurance and legal offices. 
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Small Site Development - means a designation applied to a block in which multiple 
developments occur. 
 
Stepback - means the horizontal separation between two major vertical elements.  
Stepbacks occur at upper levels. 
 
Street Level - means any access opposite the public right-of-way which ranges from 
4 feet below grade to 5 feet above grade. 
 
Streetwall - means the facade of buildings, or frontage, along a property line shared 
with a public right-of-way. 
 
Tower - means any structure that exceeds a height of 90 feet. 

 
Utility Substation - means those structures and facilities which provide franchised or 
city utility services to land use and transportation systems located within the Marina 
Planned District. 
(“Definitions” added 3-27-2007 by O-19600 N.S.; effective 4-26-2007.) 
 
 
 


