
DATE ISSUED:          January 24, 2007                                            REPORT NO.  07-025


ATTENTION:             Public Safety and Neighborhood Services Committee


                                     Agenda of January 31, 2007


SUBJECT:                    City of San Diego 2006 Crime Briefing


                                     January – December Index Crimes


REFERENCE:             N/A

SUMMARY

                                                                                     

This is an information item only.  No action is required on the part of the Committee.


BACKGROUND


The San Diego Police Department presents reports to the Committee on index crimes and other


crimes on a quarterly year-to-date basis.


This report summarizes January through December 2006 index crimes, as well as domestic


violence, gang violence, hate crimes, juvenile crimes, and traffic incidents.  Index crimes include


murder, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, larceny, and motor vehicle theft.  The


Department of Justice Uniform Crime Reporting program collects information on these crime


types from law enforcement agencies throughout the United States and uses the data to measure


crime nationwide.




DISCUSSION
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The total number of index crimes in San Diego decreased 2.3% in 2006.  The 2006 index crime


rate is 39.35, compared to a 40.45 crime rate in 2005.  The table below shows that the 2006


crime rate is less than half the crime rate in 1992.
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Violent Crimes


Violent crime decreased by 3.2% in 2006 compared to 2005.  The number of rape cases and


aggravated assaults both decreased, while the number of homicides and robberies increased.
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Property Crimes


Property crimes decreased 2.2% in 2006.  The rate of property crimes per one thousand residents


was 34.48 in 2006, compared to 35.39 in 2005.  Residents of San Diego were more than twice as


likely to be a victim of a property crime in 1991 as in 2006.  Vehicle theft and larceny/theft cases


both decreased, while the number of burglaries increased in 2006.  The new practice of crushing


vehicles with stolen transmissions and motors is expected to further deter vehicle thefts.
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Clearances

The percentage of index crimes cleared during 2006 was 14.3% compared to 15.2% in 2005.


Police cleared or solved 46.4% of violent crimes during 2006.  The national average for violent


crime clearances was 45.5% in 2005.  Police cleared or solved 9.8% of property crimes in 2006.


The national average for property crime clearances was 16.3% in 2005.1

8 8 .2 % 

5 5 .9 % 

4 6 .8 %

3 7 .1 % 

3 4 .1 %

3 3 .3 % 

5 9 .8 %

5 4 .6 %

5 2 .0 %

4 6 .4 %

1 3 .7 % 

1 3 .0 %

1 3 .6 %

1 3 .4 % 1 .4 % 

1 .5 %
9 .9 %

9 .8 % 

1 5 .2 %

1 4 .3 %

0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

60.0%

70.0%

80.0%

90.0%

M
u

rd
e

r


R
a

p
e




R
o

b
b

e
ry




A
g

g
.


A
s
s
a

u
lt



  
V

io
le

n
t


C
ri

m
e

s



B
u

rg
la

ry



T
h

e
ft




V
e

h
. 

T
h

e
ft




  
P

ro
p

e
rt

y



C
ri

m
e

s



T
O

T
A

L



IN
D

E
X




C rim e  C learan ces

2005 2006

- 4 -

1 Source: Department of Justice:  http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/05cius/offenses/clearances/index.html#figure


http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/05cius/offenses/clearances/index.html#figure


Domestic Violence


The total number of domestic violence cases decreased 9.8% in 2006.  Criminal cases decreased


8.6%, while non-criminal calls decreased by 14.3%.  Cases involving firearms decreased 40.9%.


05 to 06

 %  Change

C riminal C ases:

F irearms 66 39 - 40 .9%

K nife/C utting Instrument 282 260 - 7 .8%

O ther D angerous W eapon 1 ,390 1 ,284 - 7 .6%

P ersonal W eapon (hands, e tc .) 5 ,871 5 ,371 - 8 .5%

Total C riminal C ases 7 ,609 6 ,954 - 8 .6%

N on- C riminal C alls: 2 ,005 1 ,719 - 14 .3%

Total Cas e s 9 ,614 8,673 -9.8%

 D a t a  sup p lied by  C r im e  A n a ly sis 1 /1 2 /0 7
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Hate Crimes

The total number of hate crimes increased to 55 in 2006 from 42 in 2005.  Hate crimes based on


ethnicity accounted for 28 cases, over half of the hate crimes for the year.
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Gang Crimes


Crimes attributed to gang members increased 2.8% in 2006.  Homicides in San Diego attributed


to gang members increased in equal proportion with the overall homicide increase of 33.3%


Robberies attributed to gang members accounted for 4.7% of Robberies citywide.  Shootings


attributed to gang members decreased 8.6% and stabbings decreased 4.5%.  Drive by shootings


decreased 31.3% in 2006.  Arrests of gang members also declined slightly in 2006.
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Traffic Incidents


The number of collisions remained relatively consistent in 2006 with 11,353 compared to 11,406


in 2005.  There were 59 fatal collisions in 2006.  The number of DUI arrests increased 8.5% and


DUI collisions increased 14.4% compared to 2005.  Total citations issued decreased 1.1% in


2006 compared to 2005.
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Juvenile Crimes


The number of juvenile victims of violent crimes decreased 2.1% during 2006.  However,


juveniles became victims of homicide ten times in 2006, accounting for 14.7% of the homicides


in the City.  Juvenile arrests decreased 15.3%.
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J uv e nile  A rre s ts : 0 5  to  0 6
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Taking Violent Offenders off the Street


·      Central Division Detectives investigated the vicious attacks on six men in Balboa Park as


they were leaving the Gay Pride Festival held in July.  Through the efforts of these


investigators, four suspects pled guilty to multiple charges including attempted murder,


assault with a deadly weapon, conspiracy, and hate crime enhancements.  The three adult


suspects received a total of 21 years and eight months custody time, and the juvenile


received 10 years of custody time.


·      A home invasion robbery occurred in Mission Beach in October, resulting in the sexual


assault of two of the victims.  The department, along with the community, was


galvanized by the brutality of the crimes committed.  Northern Division, Robbery,


Financial Crimes, Vice, Gangs, the Crime Lab, and Crime Analysis all worked in


coordination with Sex Crimes investigators to identify and apprehend suspects in the


case.  Within days after the crime, three suspects directly involved in the incident were


taken into custody, including one suspect that had fled the state but surrendered to


authorities in Arizona.  A fourth suspect was taken into custody for involvement after the


crimes.  A preliminary hearing on the case is scheduled for January 2007.


·      Detectives from Eastern Division were conducting a witness check in a Tierrasanta


Neighborhood business district due to past armed robberies with little suspect


information.   They noticed a suspicious vehicle and took down the license plate.  The

next day, they conducted surveillance in the area and saw the same vehicle.  They

contacted the driver and through their investigation found that he was preparing to


commit another robbery as the detectives contacted him.  Through their interrogation he


confessed to several armed robberies in the area.


·      Detectives from the Vice Unit worked with the Sex Crimes Unit and Western Division to


identify and locate a serial rapist who kidnapped and raped several young women.


Through the cooperative efforts, the rapist was identified, taken into custody, and


subsequently charged with four rapes and four kidnappings, with other possible charges


pending.

·      The Sex Offenders Registration Unit, Sex Crimes and Child Abuse Units joined forces to


conduct a sweep for out of compliance sex registrants on September 20, 2006.  The


sweep targeted out-of-compliance registrants who were felony violators, had warrants


outstanding on other charges, or were not living at the registered address.


Protecting Your Property


·      Detectives from Eastern Division arrested two vehicle theft suspects who were


responsible for over 20 thefts across the county.  These arrests resulted in the return of


property to several victims.  Three more suspects were arrested after Patrol Officers


assisted in the investigation of additional suspects.  This resulted in the breakup of a


burglary ring.
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·      Northeastern detectives investigated a series of late night hot prowls in which the suspect


stole only credit cards from the wallets of the victims.  The suspect then purchased game


machines from stores across the county.  Target, Inc.  personnel helped identify the


suspect, and Crime Stoppers released the picture of the suspect to the media.  The suspect


was identified and arrested for several burglaries.


Respectfully submitted,


William M. Lansdowne 

Chief of Police 

Jill Olen

Deputy Chief Operating Officer


Public Safety/Homeland Security


LANSDOWNE/mm
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