San Diego Municipal Code Chapter 5: Public Safety, Morals and Welfare

(2-2026)

Article 11: San Diego Fire Code
(“Fire Protection and Prevention” added 1-27-2022
by O-21409 N.S.; effective 2-26-2022.)
(Retitled from “Fire Protection and Prevention” to “San Diego Fire Code” on 1-29-2026 by
0-22043 N.S.; effective 2-28-2026.)

Division 1: Administration
(“Adoption of the 2019 California Fire Code” added 1-27-2022
by O-21409 N.S.; effective 2-26-2022.)
(Retitled from “Adoption of the 2019 California Fire Code” to
“Adoption of the 2022 California Fire Code” on 3-7-2023 by 0-21614 N.S.; effective 4-6-2023.)
(Retitled from “Adoption of the 2022 California Fire Code” to “Administration” on 1-29-2026 by
0-22043 N.S.; effective 2-28-2026.)

8511.0101  Scope and General Requirements

Local Amendment. Section 101.1, Title, is amended to read as follows:

This code, which is a portion of the San Diego Municipal Code (SDMC), shall be
known as the “San Diego Fire Code,” and whenever the word “code” is used in this
code it shall mean the San Diego Fire Code.

(“Adoption of the 2019 California Fire Code, Purpose and Intent, and Administrative
Provisions” added 1-27-2022 by 0-21409 N.S.; effective 2-26-2022.)

(Retitled from “Adoption of the 2019 California Fire Code, Purpose and Intent, and
Administrative Provisions” to “Adoption of the 2022 California Fire Code, Purpose
and Intent, and Administrative Provisions” and amended 3-7-2023 by O-21614 N.S.;
effective 4-6-2023.)

(Retitled from “Adoption of the 2022 California Fire Code, Purpose and Intent, and
Administrative Provisions” to “Scope and General Requirements ” and amended
1-29-2026 by 0-22043 N.S.; effective 2-28-2026.)

§511.0102  Applicability

Not Adopted. Section 102.6 is not adopted.

(“Portions of the 2019 California Fire Code Not Adopted” added 1-27-2022 by
0-21409 N.S.; effective 2-26-2022.)

(Retitled from “Portions of the 2019 California Fire Code Not Adopted” to
“Portions of the 2022 California Fire Code Not Adopted” and amended 3-7-2023 by
0-21614 N.S.; effective 4-6-2023.)

(Retitled from “Portions of the 2022 California Fire Code Not Adopted” to
“Applicability ” and amended 1-29-2026 by 0-22043 N.S.; effective 2-28-2026.)
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San Diego Municipal Code

Chapter 5: Public Safety, Morals and Welfare

(2-2026)

§511.0103

§511.0104

Ch.

Art.

Div.

Code Compliance Agency

Local Amendment. Section 103.1, Creation of Agency, is amended to read as
follows:

The City of San Diego Office of the Fire Marshal is hereby created within the San
Diego Fire-Recue Department and the Fire-Rescue Chief, or any member of the
Fire.Rescue Department designated by the Fire Chief to carry out the provisions of
this Article shall be known as the Fire Code Official. The function of the agency shall
be the implementation, administration and enforcement of the provisions of this code.

(“Local Amendments to the 2019 California Fire Code Adopted by the City of San
Diego” added 1-27-2022 by O-21409 N.S.; effective 2-26-2022.)

(Retitled from “Local Amendments to the 2019 California Fire Code Adopted by the
City of San Diego” to “Local Amendments to the 2022 California Fire Code Adopted
by the City of San Diego” and amended 3-7-2023 by O-21614 N.S.; effective
4-6-2023.)

(Retitled from “Local Amendments to the 2022 California Fire Code Adopted by the
City of San Diego ” to “Code Compliance Agency” and amended 1-29-2026 by
0-22043 N.S.; effective 2-28-2026.)

Duties and Powers of the Fire Code Official

@ Local Amendment. Section 104.7, Official Records, is amended to read as
follows:

Any records associated with this Article shall be retained in accordance with
the retention periods set forth in the City’s Master Records Schedule on file
with the City Clerk and in compliance with local, state and federal laws.

(b) Not Adopted. Sections 104.7.1 through 104.7.6 are Not Adopted.

(©) Local Addition. Section 104.12, Cost Recovery, is added as follows:

The Fire-Rescue Department is vested with the authority to pursue and
recover the full and necessary costs of any emergency response, abatement,
mitigation, and enforcement action from the responsible person, as defined in
Chapter 1 of the San Diego Municipal Code, under and to the maximum
extent permitted by all controlling federal, state and local laws and
ordinances.

(“Local Additions to the 2019 California Fire Code Adopted by the City” added
1-27-2022 by O-21409 N.S.; effective 2-26-2022.)

(Retitled from “Local Additions to the 2019 California Fire Code Adopted by the
City” to “Local Additions to the 2022 California Fire Code Adopted by the City” and
amended 3-7-2023 by O-21614 N.S.; effective 4-6-2023.)

2



San Diego Municipal Code Chapter 5: Public Safety, Morals and Welfare

(2-2026)

§511.0105

(Retitled from “Local Additions to the 2022 California Fire Code Adopted by the
City” to “Duties and Powers of the Fire Code Official ” and amended 1-29-2026 by
0-22043 N.S.; effective 2-28-2026.)

Permits

(@)

(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
()
(9)
(h)

(i)

Local Amendment. Section 105.5, Required Operational Permits, is amended
to read as follows:

A responsible person who intends to maintain, store, or handle materials or to
conduct processes that produce conditions hazardous to life or property shall
first apply to the Fire Code Official and obtain the required operational permit
or permit as set forth in sections 105.5.1 — 105.5.64 of the 2025 California
Fire Code.

Not Adopted. Section 105.5.17 is not adopted.

Not Adopted. Section 105.5.19 is not adopted.

Not Adopted. Section 105.5.21 is not adopted.

Not Adopted. Section 105.5.34 is not adopted.

Not Adopted. Section 105.5.43 is not adopted.

Not Adopted. Section 105.5.48 is not adopted.

Local Addition. Section 105.5.60, Fire and Harmful Gas Emergency Alarms,
is added as follows:

An operational permit is required for any monitored fire-harmful gas alarm
system as specified in Chapter 5, Article 11, Division 83.

Local Addition. Section 105.5.61, General Use Permit — Commercial
Buildings, is added as follows:

An operational permit is required for:

(1)  Any commercial building that is found to have conditions hazardous to
life or property that are not otherwise addressed by a specific permit.
The determination of hazardous conditions shall be made in
accordance with the standards and procedures set forth in this code.

2 In addition to the requirements of subsection (1), a general use permit
is required for all commercial buildings more than 10,000 square feet
or three or more stories in height.
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)

(k)

0]

Local Addition. Section 105.5.62, State-Mandated Occupancy, is added as
follows:

An operational permit is required for California state-mandated inspected
occupancies.

Local Addition. Section 105.5.63, Temporary Fire Access Roads, is added as
follows:

An operational permit is required for any temporary fire apparatus access
roads installed or used at a construction or demolition site, in accordance with
section 3307 of the 2025 California Fire Code.

Local Addition. Section 105.5.64, Temporary Water Supply, is added as
follows:

An operational permit is required for any temporary water supply installed or
used at a construction or demolition site, in accordance with section 3307 of
the California Fire Code.

(“California Fire Code, Chapter 1 - Scope and Administration” added 1-27-2022 by
0-21409 N.S.; effective 2-26-2022.)

(Amended 3-7-2023 by O-21614 N.S.; effective 4-6-2023.)

(Retitled from “California Fire Code, Chapter 1 - Scope and Administration” to
“Permits” and amended 1-29-2026 by O-22043 N.S.; effective 2-28-2026.)

8§511.0108 Fees

(@)

Local Amendment. Section 108.2, Fee Schedule, is amended to read as
follows:

Fees shall be charged in accordance with the User Fee Schedule adopted by
the City Council to recover the costs related to the issuance of permits and
associated inspections, or other inspections or activities as deemed necessary
by the Fire Code Official to determine the extent of compliance with the
provisions of this code.

(“Fees” added 1-29-2026 by O-22043 N.S.; effective 2-28-2026.)
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§511.0112  Means of Appeals

@ Local Amendment. Section 112.1, Board of Building Appeals and Advisors,
is amended to read as follows:

When a question involving the interpretation of the intent and purpose of any
provisions of the San Diego Fire Code or the suitability of alternate materials
and types of construction is presented to the Fire Code Official, the Fire Code
Official may request the Board of Building Appeals and Advisors investigate
such matters under the procedures established in San Diego Municipal Code
section 111.0207 regarding building inspection. The request for Board of
Building Appeals and Advisors action shall be made under section
111.0207(d).

(“Means of Appeals” added 1-29-2026 by O-22043 N.S.; effective 2-28-2026.)
§511.0113  Violations

@) Local Addition. Section 113.2.1, Operational Permit Registration, is added as
follows:

The owner or owner’s authorized agent of a building that requires an
operational permit under section 511.0105 of the San Diego Fire Code shall
register with the Fire-Rescue Department’s citizen portal, which can be found
at https://sdfrportal.sandiego.gov/, and provide all required current contact
information. The owner or owner’s authorized agent may also contact the Fire
Marshal’s Office to provide current contact information at 619-533-4400.
Failure to provide current contact information to the Fire-Rescue Department
as required is a violation of this code and will be subject to penalties as set
forth in this code.

(b) Local Amendment. Section 113.3.1, Service, is amended to read as follows:

A notice of violation issued pursuant to this code shall be served by any of the
methods of service listed in San Diego Municipal Code section 11.0301.

(© Local Amendment. Section 113.4, Violation Penalties, is amended to read as
follows:

Q) Civil Penalties.

(A)  Any person who commits, causes, or maintains a violation of
the San Diego Fire Code shall be subject to administrative
citations and civil penalties, as set forth in Chapter 1, Article 2
of the San Diego Municipal Code. The fines for such violations
shall be determined in accordance with the User Fee Schedule
adopted by the City Council.
Ch. Art. Div.
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(B)  The imposition of civil penalties shall not be deemed a waiver
of the City’s right to seek any other remedy available at law or
in equity, up to and including criminal prosecution.

2 Criminal Penalties.

(A)  Any person who violates any provision of the San Diego Fire
Code, or any order, rule, or regulation made pursuant to the
code, is guilty of a misdemeanor, in accordance with the
authority granted by California Health and Safety Code section
13112, as set forth in Chapter 1, Article 2 of the San Diego
Municipal Code.

(B)  Each day that a violation of any provision of this code or any
order of the Fire Code Official continues shall be deemed a
separate and distinct offense.

3) Abatement and Cost Recovery

(A) Inaddition to the penalties provided in this Chapter, the Fire
Code Official may seek legal or equitable relief to compel
compliance. If any person fails or refuses to correct or
eliminate a fire or life hazard after receiving a written order
from the Fire Code Official, the City may cause the hazard to
be abated in compliance with Chapter 1, Article 2 of the San
Diego Municipal Code.

(B)  All costs incurred by the City in the abatement of a fire or life
hazard, as set forth in Chapter 1, Article 2, may be recovered
from the person in violation. The costs shall constitute a
special assessment against the property or a personal obligation
of the person in violation, as set forth in Chapter 1, Article 3.

(“Violations " added 1-29-2026 by O-22043 N.S.; effective 2-28-2026.)
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