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Article 4: Wastewater 

 

Division 5: Industrial Wastewater 

(“Industrial Wastewater” 

added 6–6–1983 by O–15984 N.S.) 

§64.0500 Application to Industrial Wastewater Control Program 

(a) Any person, municipality, sanitation district, or governmental agency desiring 

to dispose industrial wastewater into the wastewater system, or to increase an 

existing Discharge, or to conduct an industrial process that is potentially 

regulated under a Pretreatment Standard shall submit an application to the 

City on a form prescribed by the City Manager. The application shall include, 

in units and terms appropriate for evaluation: 

(1) the name, address, and standard industrial classification number of the 

applicant; 

(2) the volume of wastewater to be disposed, including information 

demonstrating the capacity fees for the volume of wastewater have 

been or will be paid to the City; 

(3) the wastewater constituents and characteristics, including those listed 

in section 64.0510, as determined and measured by a laboratory 

approved by the City; 

(4) the times of day and duration of the wastewater disposal to the 

wastewater system; 

(5) the average and thirty-minute peak wastewater flow rates, including 

daily, monthly, and seasonal variations, if any; 

(6) a description of activities, facilities, and industrial processes on the 

premises, including all materials that are or could be disposed of or 

transported to the wastewater system; and 

(7) any other information determined by the City Manager to be necessary 

to evaluate the application. 

(b) The City Manager may require an applicant to provide additional information 

and may inspect an applicant’s treatment systems, plumbing layout, and other 

processes necessary to evaluate an application. 
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(c) If the City Manager determines that a proposed disposal of industrial 

wastewater, by itself or in combination with other wastewater, could not 

cause interference, pass-through, or adversely affect the operation or 

maintenance of the wastewater system, the City Manager may approve the 

application without issuing an industrial user permit or discharge 

authorization. 

(d) The City Manager may require Industrial Users to submit applications under 

section 64.0500 if the City Manager determines it is necessary to prevent 

interference, pass-through, or to prevent an adverse effect to the operation or 

maintenance of the wastewater system. 

(e) The City Manager may deny an application or condition a permit if the 

capacity fees for the volume of wastewater proposed for disposal to the 

wastewater system have not been paid. 

(f) Unless approved under section 64.0502, it is unlawful for any person, 

municipality, sanitation district, or governmental agency to dispose of 

industrial wastewater into the wastewater system without an industrial user 

permit, a discharge authorization, or an approved application as required by 

this Division. 

(Amended 11–14–2000 by O–18880 N.S.) 

(Retitled from “Waste Disposal – Permit Required” to “Application to Industrial 

Wastewater Control Program” and amended 6-15-2026 by O-22104 N.S.; effective 

7-15-2026.) 

 

§64.0501 Industrial User Permit 

(a) A permit is required for disposal of industrial wastewater into the wastewater 

system if the disposal, by itself or in combination with other wastewater, 

could cause pass-through, interference, or adversely affect the operation or 

maintenance of the wastewater system or have an industrial process that is 

potentially regulated under a Pretreatment Standard. 

(b) All industrial user permits shall include or require: 

(1) the date the permit is effective; 

(2) the date the permit expires; 

(3) a statement that the permit may not be sold, transferred or assigned; 
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(4) best management practices and effluent limits based on federal, state, 

and local requirements; 

(5) self-monitoring, sampling, reporting, notification, and record retention 

requirements, in accordance with 40 C.F.R. 403.8(f)(1)(iii)(B)(4) and 

this Division; and 

(6) a statement of applicable civil and criminal penalties for violations. 

(c) Industrial user permits may also require: 

(1) pretreatment of industrial wastewater before entering the wastewater 

system; 

(2) the development of a compliance schedule for the installation of 

technology; 

(3) restriction of peak flow; 

(4) disposal of industrial wastewater only to specified sewers of the City, 

including relocation of an existing connection to the wastewater 

system; 

(5) prohibition of certain wastewater components or pollutants; 

(6) restriction of wastewater disposal to certain hours of the day; 

(7) control of slug discharges; 

(8) payment of additional charges to reimburse costs incurred by the City 

as a result of the Industrial User; and 

(9) any other conditions necessary to prevent pass-through, interference, 

or to prevent an adverse effect to the operation or maintenance of the 

wastewater system. 

(d) An industrial user permit can be issued for any duration up to five years, but 

shall not exceed five years from the effective date of the permit. 

(e) It is unlawful to discharge industrial wastewater in violation of the terms or 

conditions in an industrial user permit.  
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(f) Any person, municipality, sanitation district, or government agency desiring 

to dispose of industrial wastewater in a manner that is not in conformance 

with the industrial user permit shall submit an application pursuant to 

section 64.0500 explaining why a new or revised industrial user permit is 

needed. 

(g) A schedule of annual industrial user permit fees will be established from time 

to time by resolution of the City Council to recover the cost of services under 

this Division, provided a notice of the proposed resolution to change the 

annual permit fee schedule is posted by the City Clerk at least 10 days prior to 

the consideration of the resolution by City Council. 

(Amended 11–14–2000 by O–18880 N.S.) 

(Retitled from “Permit for Industrial Wastewater Discharge to “Industrial User 

Permit” and amended 6-15-2026 by O-22104 N.S.; effective 7-15-2026.) 

 

§64.0502 Discharge Authorization 

(a) Nothwithstanding section 64.0501, if the City Manager determines that 

standardized discharge authorizations are sufficient to regulate certain 

industrial wastestreams, the City Manager may issue discharge authorizations 

instead of industrial user permits if all of the following criteria are met: 

(1) the operations are the same or similar to operations regulated under an 

industrial user permit; 

(2) the Discharge involves the same types of waste regulated under an 

industrial user permit; 

(3) the same effluent limitations are required for those regulated under an 

industrial user permit; and 

(4) the same or similar sampling and monitoring are required for those 

regulated under an industrial user permit. 

(b) All discharge authorizations shall include the requirements of 

section 64.0501(b). 

(c) A discharge authorization shall not exceed five years. 

(d) It is unlawful to dispose of industrial wastewater in violation of the terms or 

conditions in a discharge authorization. 
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(e) Any person, municipality, sanitation district, or governmental agency desiring 

to dispose of industrial wastewater in a manner that is not in conformance 

with the discharge authorization shall submit an application pursuant to 

section 64.0500 explaining why a new or revised discharge authorization or 

industrial user permit is needed. 

(Retitled to “Discharge Reports, Procedures, and Certifications” and amended 

11-14–2000 by O–18880 N.S.) 

(Retitled from “Discharge Reports, Procedures, and Certifications” to “Discharge 

Authorization” and amended 6-15-2026 by O-22104 N.S.; effective 7-15-2026.) 

§64.0503 Categorical Pretreatment Standards and Reports 

(a) Industrial Users shall comply with Categorical Pretreatment Standards 

within three years of the date the Categorical Pretreatment Standard becomes 

effective, or the date specified in each Categorical Pretreatment Standard, 

whichever is sooner. New Sources shall have equipment necessary to comply 

with Categorical Pretreatment Standards installed and operational prior to 

disposal of industrial wastewater and shall comply with Categorical 

Pretreatment Standards within the shortest feasible time, not to exceed 90 

days. 

(b) Industrial Users with industrial wastewater subject to Categorical 

Pretreatment Standards and a current Discharge or scheduled to Discharge to 

the wastewater system shall submit a baseline report to the City Manager in 

accordance with 40 C.F.R. 403.12(b) within 180 days after the effective date 

of the Categorical Pretreatment Standard, or 180 days after the final 

administrative decision made upon a category determination submission under 

40 C.F.R. 403.6(a)(4), whichever is later. New Sources and existing Industrial 

Users that will begin a Discharge subsequent to the promulgation of 

applicable Categorical Pretreatment Standards shall submit a baseline report 

to the City Manager in accordance with 40 C.F.R. 403.12(b) at least 90 days 

prior to commencement of Discharge. 

(c) Existing Industrial Users subject to Categorical Pretreatment Standards and a 

current Discharge or scheduled to Discharge to the wastewater system shall 

submit a compliance report to the City Manager in accordance with 40 C.F.R. 

403.12(d) within 90 days after the deadline for final compliance. New Sources 

and existing Industrial Users that will begin a Discharge subsequent to the 

promulgation of an applicable Categorical Pretreatment Standard, shall 

submit a compliance report to the City Manager in accordance with 40 C.F.R. 

403.12(d) within 90 days after commencement of Discharge. 
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(d) Industrial Users subject to Categorical Pretreatment Standards shall submit 

periodic reports to the City Manager in compliance with 40 C.F.R. 403.12(e) 

in the months of June and December annually, or as required by Categorical 

Pretreatment Standards or the City Manager, whichever is the most frequent. 

(e) The reports required by section 64.0503(a) through (d) shall include the 

results of sampling and analysis in accordance with 40 C.F.R. 403.12(g). 

(f) The reports required by section 64.0503(a) through (d) shall include the 

certification statement required by 40 C.F.R. 403.12(l). 

(“Permit Application” added 6–6–1983 by O–15984 N.S.) 

(Retitled from “Permit Application” to “Categorical Pretreatment Standards and 

Reports” and amended 6-15-2026 by O-22104 N.S.; effective 7-15-2026.) 

 

§64.0504 Other Reporting Requirements 

(a) Significant Industrial Users not subject to Categorical Pretreatment 

Standards shall submit periodic reports in accordance with 40 C.F.R. 

403.12(h) on a frequency determined by the City Manager, but no less than 

once every six months, describing the nature, concentration, and flow of 

pollutants being discharged, and demonstrating compliance with any required 

best management practices. 

(b) All Industrial Users shall promptly notify the City Manager in advance of any 

substantial change in the volume or character of pollutants in their Discharge, 

including the listed or characteristic hazardous wastes for which the Industrial 

User has submitted initial notification under section 64.0504(c). 

(c) All Industrial Users shall notify the City Manager, the EPA Regional Waste 

Management Division Director, and California State hazardous waste 

authorities in writing of any Discharge of a substance, which if otherwise 

disposed of, would be a hazardous waste under 40 C.F.R. part 261. Such 

notification must satisfy the requirements of 40 C.F.R. 403.12(p). 

(d) In addition to reporting requirements in section 64.0504, the Industrial User 

shall provide all applicable reports described in 40 C.F.R. 403.12(c), including 

compliance schedules for meeting Categorical Pretreatment Standards, 

compliance schedule progress reports, reports on compliance with 

Categorical Pretreatment Standard deadlines, and final compliance reports. 
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(e) Signatory requirements for Industrial User reports set forth at 40 C.F.R. 

403.12(l) are incorporated by reference and shall apply to all permit 

applications and periodic reports on continued compliance submitted to the 

City Manager. 

(f) Any person signing reports submitted under section 64.0503 or 64.0504 shall 

make the following certification: “I certify under penalty of law that this 

document and all attachments were prepared under my direction or 

supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified 

personnel properly gather and evaluate the information submitted. Based on 

my inquiry of the person or persons who manage the system, or those persons 

directly responsible for gathering the information, the information submitted 

is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, accurate, and complete. I am 

aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false information, 

including the possibility of fines or imprisonment for knowing violations.”  

(“Permit Conditions” added 6–6–1983 by O–15984 N.S.) 

(Retitled from “Permit Conditions” to “Other Reporting Requirements” and 

amended 6-15-2026 by O-22104 N.S.; effective 7-15-2026.) 

§64.0505 Changes to Permits 

The terms and conditions of industrial user permits and discharge authorizations are 

subject to modification and change by the City at any time in accordance with 

changes to federal, state, and local requirements and restrictions. The City Manager 

shall notify affected persons with industrial user permits at least 30 days prior to the 

effective date of any change.  

Persons with industrial user permits must be in compliance by the time specified in 

the change to federal, state, or local requirement or restriction, specified in this 

Division, or when specified by the City Manager, whichever deadline occurs first. 

(“Duration of Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permits” added 6–6–1983 by 

O-15984 N.S.) 

(Retitled from ““Duration of Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permits” to 

“Changes to Permits” and amended 6-15-2026 by O-22104 N.S.; effective 

7-15-2026.) 
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§64.0506 Industrial Wastewater Sampling and Measurements 

(a) The City Manager shall establish the type and frequency of sampling required 

of each Industrial User necessary to ensure compliance with applicable 

Pretreatment Requirements. If an Industrial User performs sampling of a type 

or frequency exceeding the requirements of the City Manager, the results of 

such sampling shall be included in the reports required by section 64.0503 and 

64.0504(a). The City Manager may require an Industrial User to install, 

operate, and maintain, at the Industrial User’s expense, automatic flow-

proportional sampling equipment and automatic analysis and recording 

equipment if necessary to perform accurate sampling. 

(b) The reports required by sections 64.0503 and 64.0504(a) shall be based upon 

all data collected through appropriate sampling and analysis performed during 

the period covered by the report, and such data shall be representative of 

conditions occurring during the reporting period. Industrial Users shall 

comply with the procedures and requirements for sampling, analysis, and 

submittal in 40 C.F.R. 403.12(g)(3) through (6). 

(c) If sampling indicates a violation of the industrial user permit or discharge 

authorization, the permittee shall notify the City within 24 hours of becoming 

aware of the violation. The Industrial User shall also repeat the sampling and 

analysis and submit the results to the City Manager within 30 days after 

becoming aware of the violation unless re-sampling is not required pursuant 

to 40 C.F.R. 403.12(g)(2). 

(d) Every Industrial User shall install, operate, and maintain, at its own expense, 

one or more calibrated flumes, weirs, flow meters, or similar devices 

approved by the City Manager to measure wastewater flow rates and total 

volume, if such measurements are required by the industrial user permit or 

discharge authorization. In lieu of measurement, the City Manager may 

accept records of water usage if such records can be used to accurately 

determine wastewater flow rates and volume. If a measuring device cannot be 

installed on the Industrial User’s premises, the City Manager may require the 

Industrial User to install the device in the public right of way if it will not be 

obstructed by landscaping or vehicles. The Industrial User shall install 

measuring devices prior to Discharge, or by the date determined by the City 

Manager if measuring devices are being installed to measure existing 

Discharge. 

(e) Federal, state, and local regulatory agencies, the City, and their representatives 

may enter the premises of a person with an industrial user permit at any time 

wastewater is being disposed to inspect pretreatment processes, sampling, 

measuring devices, or to collect wastewater samples for analysis. 
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(f) Persons with industrial user permits shall permit the City Manager to install 

and operate sampling and measuring devices on their premises as necessary to 

confirm that the permittee’s sampling and measuring devices are accurate. 

(“Industrial Wastewater Sampling and Measurements” added 6-15-2026 by 

O-22104 N.S.; effective 7-15-2026. Former Section 64.0506 “Transfer of an 

Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permit or Changed Use” renumbered to 

Section 64.0508.) 

 

§64.0507 Confidentiality 

(a) Under 40 C.F.R. 403.8(f)(vii) and 40 C.F.R. 403.14, a person submitting 

information under this Article may claim that information submitted to the 

City Manager is confidential. The person must claim the information is 

confidential at the time of submission in the manner prescribed on the 

application form or instructions, or in the case of other submissions or reports, 

by stamping the words “confidential business information” on each page 

containing such information. If no claim is made at the time of submission, 

the City Manager may make the information available to the public without 

further notice. If a person claims information is confidential, the information 

will be treated in accordance with the procedures in 40 C.F.R. part 2. 

(b) Under 40 C.F.R. 403.14, effluent data provided to, or in the possession of, the 

City Manager under this Division is not confidential and may be made 

available to the public without restriction. 

(c) Any plan submitted to the Industrial Wastewater Control Program for review 

is not confidential and may be made available to the public without 

restriction. 

(“Confidentiality” added 6-15-2026 by O-22104 N.S.; effective 7-15-2026. Former 

Section 64.0507 “Revocation of Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permit” 

renumbered to Section 64.0509.) 
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§64.0508 Non-Transferability of Permits 

Industrial user permits, discharge authorizations, and trucked waste permits are not 

transferable. An application for a new industrial user permit, discharge 

authorization, or trucked waste permit must be submitted to the City Manager prior to 

the sale, lease, transfer or assignment of the premises or operation for which an 

industrial user permit, discharge authorization, or trucked waste permit was issued. 

(“Transfer of an Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permit or Changed Use” added 

6–6–1983 by O–15984 N.S.) 

(Renumbered from former Section 64.0506 to Section 64.0508, retitled from 

“Transfer of an Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permit or Changed Use” to Non-

Transferability of Permits” and amended 6-15-2026 by O-22104 N.S.; effective 

7-15-2026. Former Section 64.0508 “Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permit Fee” 

repealed.) 

§64.0509 Revocation of Permits 

(a) In addition to any remedies available in Chapter 1, Article 2 of this Code, the 

City Manager may revoke an industrial user permit, discharge authorization, 

or trucked waste permit with at least 30 days prior written notice if a 

permittee: 

(1) fails to factually report the wastewater constituents and characteristics 

of its Discharge; 

(2) fails to report significant changes in operations, or wastewater 

constituents and characteristics; 

(3) refuses reasonable access to the permittee’s premises for the purpose 

of inspection or monitoring; 

(4) violates the terms or conditions of the industrial user permit, 

discharge authorization, or trucked waste permit; or 

(5) denies or unreasonably delays access to the Industrial User’s premises 

by a federal, state, or local regulatory agency, the City, or their 

representatives, exercising authority under sections 64.0506(e) and (f). 

(b) The City Manager may immediately revoke an industrial user permit, 

discharge authorization, or a trucked waste permit upon written notice if the 

City Manager determines wastewater is an imminent danger to the 

environment, the health and welfare of the public, or the operation of the 

wastewater system. 
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(c) An Industrial User may appeal the revocation of its industrial user permit, 

discharge authorization, or trucked waste permit by submitting a written 

protest to the City Manager within 20 days after receipt of the notice of 

revocation. The protest must set forth the legal and factual basis for appealing 

the revocation. Failure to submit a timely written protest will be deemed a 

waiver of the Industrial User’s appeal. The City Manager shall issue a written 

decision on the appeal within 20 days after receipt of the appeal. If the City 

Manager fails to issue a written decision within 20 days, the appeal will be 

deemed denied. A revocation issued due to a violation enumerated in section 

64.0510(b) shall remain in effect while any appeal is pending. The City 

Manager’s written decision on appeal or deemed denial after 20 days is the 

final administrative action. Judicial review of the final written decision shall 

be governed by the California Code of Civil Procedure section 1094.6. 

(d) The revocation procedure does not limit or prohibit any remedies available 

under Chapter 1 of this Code. 

(“Revocation of Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permit” added 6–6–1983 by 

O-15984 N.S.) 

(Renumbered from former Section 64.0507 to Section 64.0509, retitled from 

“Revocation of Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permit” to “Revocation of 

Permits” and amended 6-15-2026 by O-22104 N.S.; effective 7-15-2026. Former 

Section 64.0509 “Sampling, Self – Monitoring and Flows” repealed.) 

 

§64.0510 Prohibited Discharges 

(a) General Prohibitions 

It is unlawful for a person to introduce any pollutant or wastewater into the 

wastewater system which by itself or in combination with other wastewater 

could cause pass through or interference, or adversely affect the operation and 

maintenance of the wastewater system.  

(b) Specific Prohibitions 

It is unlawful to dispose any of the following into wastewater system:  

 

(1) Any pollutant which creates a fire or explosion hazard in the 

wastewater system, including wastestreams with a closed cup 

flashpoint of less than 140 degrees Fahrenheit or 60 degrees Celsius 

using the test methods specified in 40 C.F.R. § 261.21. 
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(2) Any wastestream containing toxic or poisonous solids, liquids, or 

gases in such quantities that, alone or in combination with other 

substances, cause acute health and safety problems for humans, 

animals, or the local environment. 

(3) Any pollutant which will cause corrosive structural damage to 

structures, equipment, or other physical facilities of the wastewater 

system, but in no event any wastestream with pH lower than 5.0, 

without written permission from the City Manager. 

(4) Any solid or viscous substance or other matter of such quality, size, or 

quantity that it may cause obstruction to flow in the sewer or be 

detrimental to proper wastewater system operations. These 

objectionable substances include asphalt, dead animals, offal, ashes, 

sand, mud, straw, industrial process shavings, metal, glass, rags, 

feathers, tar, wood, whole blood, paunch manure, bones, hair and 

fleshings, entrails, fatty acids, grease and oil, paper dishes, paper cups, 

milk containers, or other similar paper products, either whole or 

ground. 

(5) Any pollutant, including oxygen demanding pollutants (e.g. BOD), 

released in a Discharge at a flow rate and/or pollutant concentration 

which will cause interference.  

 

(6) Any rainwater, storm water, groundwater, street drainage, subsurface 

drainage, roof drainage, yard drainage, water from yard fountains, 

ponds or lawn sprays, or any other uncontaminated water. 

(7) Any wastestream having a temperature higher than 150 degrees 

Fahrenheit (65.5 degrees Celsius), or at a temperature which causes 

the influent to the wastewater treatment plant to exceed 104 degrees 

Fahrenheit (40 degrees Celsius). 

(8) Fats, oils, and greases of animal or vegetable origin in a concentration 

that exceeds 500 mg/L.  

(9) Any pollutant with an unreasonably strong odor or which may create 

unreasonably strong odors.  

 

(10) Any wastestream containing over 1.0 mg/l of dissolved sulfides. 

(11) Any wastestream with a pH equal to or greater than 12.5 standard 

units. 
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(12) Any pollutant which results in the presence of toxic gases, vapors, or 

fumes within the wastewater conveyance or treatment system in a 

quantity that may cause acute worker health and safety problems. 

(13) Any pollutant requiring an excessive quantity of chlorine or other 

chemical compound used for disinfection purposes. 

(14) Any excessive amounts of deionized water, steam condensate, distilled 

water, or single pass cooling water. 

(15) Any trucked or hauled pollutants, except at discharge points 

designated by the City. 

(16) Any radioactive material, except where: 

(A) a person is authorized to use radioactive materials by the 

State Department of Health or other governmental agency 

empowered to regulate the use of radioactive materials, and 

(B) the radioactive material is discharged in strict conformity 

with current federal law as incorporated by state law, Cal. 

Code Regs., title 17, § 30253, and the Nuclear Regulatory 

Commission for safe disposal.  

 

(17) Any pollutant producing excessive discoloration of the wastewater 

treatment plant effluent. 

(18) Any toxic materials including all heavy metals, cyanide, phenols, 

chlorinated hydrocarbons, and other organic compounds unless limited 

to that concentration which complies with all local, state, and federal 

discharge limitations, and which does not cause interference or pass-

through. 

(19) Petroleum oil, nonbiodegradable cutting oil, or products of mineral oil 

origin in amounts that will cause interference or pass-through. 

(20) Hydrolysate, wastes, or wastewater resulting from hydrolysis.  

(Retitled to “Prohibited Discharges and Local Limits” and amended 11-14-2000 by 

O-18880 N.S.) 

(Renumbered from former Section 64.0512 to Section 64.0510, retitled from 

“Prohibited Discharges and Local Limits” to “Prohibited Discharges” and amended 

6-15-2026 by O-22104 N.S.; effective 7-15-2026. Former Section 64.0510 

“Pretreatment” renumbered to Section 64.0512.) 
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§64.0511 Industrial Wastewater Control Program 

(a) The City Manager shall establish an Industrial Wastewater Control Program 

to: 

(1) administer and enforce Divisions 3 and 5 of this Article; 

(2) develop, administer, and enforce specific local limits and best 

management practices as necessary to implement the prohibitions in 

section 64.0510; 

(3) develop, administer, and enforce a local pretreatment program, 

including pretreatment to comply with local limits;  

 

(4) prepare and submit reports as required by state and federal regulatory 

agencies; and 

(5) perform any other duties that reduce harmful or toxic discharges to the 

wastewater system. 

(b) The Industrial Wastewater Control Program may perform these duties outside 

the City limits at the request of another public agency with sewers that 

connect to the wastewater system. If the City does not perform these duties, 

the other public agency shall perform these duties itself in accordance with 

this Article and any local limits, best management practices, and pretreatment 

programs developed by the City, as a condition of maintaining its connection 

to the wastewater system. 

(c) Local limits are not enforceable until approved by the EPA or the San Diego 

Regional Water Quality Control Board. 

(d) To the extent it does not contradict terms continued within this Article, the 

Industrial Wastewater Control Program Enforcement Response Plan, as 

approved by the City Manager, is incorporated by reference to this Article. 

(“Industrial Wastewater Control Program” added 6-15-2026 by O-22104 N.S.; 

effective 7-15-2026. Former Section 64.0511 “Protection from Slug Discharges” 

renumbered to Section 64.0513.) 
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§64.0512 Pretreatment 

(a) The City Manager may require pretreatment of wastewater to reduce the 

amount of pollutants, eliminate pollutants, or alter the nature of pollutant 

properties in wastewater prior to or in lieu of Discharge or otherwise 

introducing such pollutants into the wastewater system. The reduction or 

alteration may be obtained by physical, chemical, or biological processes, 

process changes, or by other means, except as prohibited by 40 C.F.R. 

403.6(d). 

 

(b) Acceptable pretreatment technology includes control equipment, such as 

equalization tanks or facilities, for protection against surges or slug discharges 

that could cause interference, pass-through, or otherwise disrupt the 

wastewater system. If wastewater from a regulated process is mixed in an 

equalization facility with unregulated wastewater or with wastewater from 

another regulated process, the effluent from the equalization facility must 

meet an adjusted pretreatment limit calculated in accordance with 40 C.F.R. 

403.6(e).  

 

(c) Persons with industrial user permits required to use pretreatment shall: 

 

(1) install, operate, and maintain the pretreatment equipment at their sole 

expense; 

(2) submit detailed plans, schedules, and operating procedures to the 

City Manager for review and approval before installation of the 

equipment. The City Manager’s review or approval shall not relieve an 

Industrial User permittee’s responsibility for complying with an 

industrial user permit or discharge authorization; and 

(3) submit any subsequent changes in the pretreatment facilities or 

method of operation to the City Manager for approval. 

(d) Persons with an industrial user permit shall not increase the use of process 

water or in any way attempt to dilute a Discharge as a partial or complete 

substitute for adequate pretreatment to achieve compliance with any local, 

state, or federal Standard, including National Pretreatment Standards set 

forth at 40 C.F.R., Chapter I, Subchapter N, Parts 405 to 499, and 

incorporated by reference, and local limits and requirements developed to 

implement the General and Specific Prohibitions set forth in section 64.0510. 

The City Manager may impose mass limitations on Industrial Users which are 

using dilution to meet applicable Pretreatment Standards or Pretreatment 

Requirements, or in other cases where the imposition of mass limitations is 

appropriate. 



Ch. Art. Div.  

6 4 5 16 
 

San Diego Municipal Code Chapter 6: Public Works and Property,                                                                                                          

Public Improvement and Assessment Proceedings   
(7-2026) 

 

 

 

(Amended 11–14–2000 by O–18880 N.S.) 

(“Pretreatment” renumbered from former Section 64.0510 to Section 64.0512 and 

amended 6-15-2026 by O-22104 N.S.; effective 7-15-2026. Former Section 64.0512 

“Prohibited Discharges and Local Limits” renumbered to Section 64.0510.) 

 

§64.0513 Protection from Slug Discharges 

(a) Slug discharges are prohibited. Significant Industrial Users shall: 

(1) install, operate, and maintain equipment to prevent slug discharges at 

their own cost and expense; 

(2) permanently post a notice on a bulletin board or other prominent place 

advising employees who to contact in the event of a slug discharge; 

and 

(3) regularly instruct or advise all employees who may cause, allow, or 

observe a slug discharge of any emergency notification and response 

procedures. 

(b) The City Manager shall, upon deciding that the potential for a slug discharge 

of harmful or prohibited materials exists, require that a Significant Industrial 

User develop and implement a slug discharge control plan, which at a 

minimum, shall satisfy the requirements of 40 C.F.R. Part 403.8(f)(2)(vi)(A) 

through (D). 

(c) A Significant Industrial User shall immediately notify the City Manager of 

any changes at its facility affecting the potential for a slug discharge. 

(d) A Significant Industrial User shall immediately notify the City 

Manager of any slug discharges. The notification shall include 

location of slug discharge, type of waste, concentration and volume, 

and corrective actions. Within five days following a slug discharge, 

Significant Industrial Users shall submit to the City Manager a 

detailed written report describing the cause of the slug discharge and 

the measures to be taken by the Significant Industrial User to prevent 

future occurrences. Nothing herein will relieve the Significant 

Industrial User of any liability, expense, fines, or penalties resulting 

from a slug discharge. 
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(Retitled to “Protection from Slug Discharges” and amended 11-14-2000 by 

O-18880 N.S.) 

(“Protection from Slug Discharges” renumbered from former Section 64.0511 to 

Section 64.0513 and amended 6-15-2026 by O-22104 N.S.; effective 7-15-2026. 

Former Section 64.0513 “Limitations of the Use of Garbage Grinders” renumbered 

to Section 64.0514.)  

 

§64.0514 Garbage Grinders 

Waste from garbage grinders shall not be disposed of into the wastewater system 

except for waste generated in preparation of food normally consumed on the 

premises, or where an industrial user permit has been issued to use a garbage grinder 

connected to the wastewater system. 

As a permit condition of using a garbage grinder, Industrial Users must undertake 

self-monitoring sufficient to enable the City Manager to determine the sewer service 

charges based on the waste constituents and characteristics. Such grinders must shred 

the waste to a degree that all particles will be carried freely under normal flow 

conditions prevailing in the wastewater system.  

Garbage grinders connected to the wastewater system shall not be used for grinding 

plastic, paper products, inert materials, or garden refuse. 

(“Limitations of the use of Garbage Grinders” added 6–6–1983 by O–15984 N.S.) 

(Renumbered from former Section 64.0513 to Section 64.0514, retitled from 

“Limitations of the use of Garbage Grinders” to “Garbage Grinders” and amended 

6-15-2026 by O-22104 N.S.; effective 7-15-2026. Former Section 64.0514 

“Discharge of Water Softener Brines Prohibited in Certain Areas of the City 

repealed.) 

§64.0515 Liquefiers 

Liquefiers, also referred to as biodigesters or wet systems, are industrial devices that 

reduce food waste to a slurry using some combination of grinding, shredding, 

agitating, biological agents, temperature, and water. Liquefiers shall not be directly or 

indirectly connected to the wastewater system. 

(“Limitations on Point of Discharge” added 6–6–1983 by O–15984 N.S.) 

(“Retitled from “Limitations on Point of Discharge” to “Liquefiers” and amended 

6-15-2026 by O-22104 N.S.; effective 7-15-2026.) 
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§64.0516 Availability of the City’s Wastewater Facilities 

The City Manager may deny or condition new or increased wastewater if sufficient 

capacity is not available in the wastewater system. When requested, the City Manager 

will advise persons desiring to locate new facilities as to the areas where industrial 

wastewater of their proposed quantity and quality can be received by the wastewater 

system. 

(“Availability of the City’s Wastewater Facilities” added 6–6–1983 by O-15984 N.S.) 

(Amended 6-15-2026 by O-22104 N.S.; effective 7-15-2026.)  

 

§64.0517 Chemical Oxygen Demand or Suspended Solids Increases 

An Industrial User shall immediately notify the City Manager in writing if chemical 

oxygen demand or suspended solids are being discharged at a flow rate or 

concentration that exceeds the amount upon which the Industrial User’s sewer 

service charge is based by 15 percent or more. The City Manager may require the 

Industrial User to submit a new application in accordance with section 64.0501. The 

City Manager shall recalculate the sewer service charge for an Industrial User who 

exceeds the amount of chemical oxygen demand or suspended solids upon which the 

Industrial User’s sewer service charge is based by 15 percent or more. Before these 

charges shall be assessed at least two additional 24–hour samples and flow 

measurements shall be obtained by the City Manager with all costs of sampling and 

analyses to be paid by the Industrial User. The City Manager shall consider the data 

obtained in these samplings along with any other relevant information obtained by the 

City Manager or presented by the Industrial User in determining the new sewer 

service charge. The City Manager may pursue back charges for sewer service from an 

Industrial User who exceeds the amount of chemical oxygen demand or suspended 

solids upon which the Industrial User’s sewer service charge is based by 15 percent 

or more. 

(“Discrepancies Between Actual and Reported Industrial Wastewater Discharge 

Permit Quantities” added 6–6–1983 by O–15984 N.S.) 

(Retitled from “Discrepancies Between Actual and Reported Industrial Wastewater 

Discharge Permit Quantities” to “Chemical Oxygen Demand or Suspended Solids 

Increases” and amended 6-15-2026 by O-22104 N.S.; effective 7-15-2026.) 
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§64.0518 Trucked Waste Permit 

(a) A trucked waste permit is required to dispose of wastewater from a transport 

truck into the wastewater system and from generators of non-domestic 

wastewater that use a transport truck to transport wastewater to the 

wastewater system. All applicants for a trucked waste permit shall complete 

the application form provided by the City Manager and pay the appropriate 

permit fee as established from time to time by City Council resolution. A 

trucked waste permit shall not exceed one year. 

 

(b) The City Manager shall designate locations in the wastewater system where 

wastewater may be disposed of by persons with a valid trucked waste permit. 

The City Manager may deny access to any person with wastewater that by 

itself or in combination with other wastewater, could cause interference, pass-

through, or adversely affect the operation or maintenance of the wastewater 

system.  

 

(c) The City Manager shall require payment for treatment and disposal costs from 

persons with trucked waste permits based on treatment and disposal costs 

approved by City Council resolution. 

 

(d) It is unlawful for any person to dispose of wastewater from a truck into the 

wastewater system without a valid trucked waste permit, or to discharge the 

wastewater at any location other than those designated by the City Manager 

for the type of wastewater. 

(“Trucker’s Discharge Permit” added 6-6-1983 by O–15984 N.S.) 

(Retitled from “Trucker’s Discharge Permit” to “Trucked Waste Permit” and 

amended 6-15-2026 by O-22104 N.S.; effective 7-15-2026.) 

 

§64.0519 Records Retention 

Persons required to have an industrial user permit, a discharge authorization, or a 

trucked waste permit, shall retain and preserve all records, including documents, data, 

photographs, reports, correspondence, and any and all summaries thereof, relating to 

measuring, pretreatment, monitoring, sampling, and chemical analyses of their 

wastestream and best management practices for at least three years. If a person has 

been notified by the City Manager that the person has violated a provision of this 

Article, no such records may be destroyed or otherwise disposed of until after the 

matter is resolved and any appeals exhausted.  
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Persons shall permit federal, state, and local regulatory agencies, the City, and their 

representatives to inspect and copy such records during normal business hours. 

(“Records Retention” added 6–6–1983 by O–15984 N.S.) 

(Amended 6-15-2026 by O-22104 N.S.; effective 7-15-2026.) 

 

§64.0520 Public Notice of Significant Noncompliance 

The City Manager shall annually publish the identity of Industrial Users who, at any 

time during the previous calendar year, were in Significant Noncompliance with 

applicable Pretreatment Standards and Pretreatment Requirements under 40 C.F.R. 

403.8(f)(2)(viii). Publication shall be made in one or more newspapers of general 

circulation that provide meaningful public notice within the area serviced by the 

wastewater system. 

(Added 11-14-2000 by O-18880 N.S.) 

(Retitled from “Publication of Industrial Users in Significant Noncompliance” to 

“Public Notice of Significant Noncompliance” and amended 6-15-2026 by 

O-22104 N.S.; effective 7-15-2026.)  

 

§64.0521 Industrial Users Electronic Reporting Compliance 

 

(a) The City may use electronic transmission, including electronic signatures, to 

send, receive, and enforce industrial wastewater discharge reports and other 

documents, provided that the City Manager develops policies and procedures 

that include the following: 

 

(1) A method to verify all reports, permits, and signatures are authentic; 

 

(2) A method to certify all signatures and electronic submissions are 

enforceable under penalty of civil and criminal code; 

 

(3) A method to ensure that electronic documents cannot be altered after 

they are signed, including in transmission and after receipt; 

(4) A method to ensure that any individual signatory is authorized to 

electronically sign on behalf of permit holders; and 

(5) A method to ensure that any reports or documents that the City is 

required to submit to the EPA comply with the submission 

requirements in 40 C.F.R. 3 Subpart B, as may be amended.  
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(b) Any person submitting discharge reports or other documentation to the City 

by electronic transmission shall certify the authenticity of their signature and 

ability to sign for the permit holder through a subscriber agreement.  

(c) Discharge reports or other documentation submitted by electronic 

transmission under section 64.0521 shall be enforceable in the same manner 

as paper submittals, including through imposition of civil and criminal 

penalties. Any electronic signature shall legally bind and obligate the 

signatory and any person on whose behalf the signatory is signing, to the same 

extent as the signatory’s handwritten signature on a paper document. 

(“Industrial Users Electronic Reporting Compliance” added 11-6-2023 by 

O-21738 N.S.; effective 12-6-2023.) 

 


